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A Sociological study of the evolution of the 


American catholics” 


by Rev. Fr. HOUTART (Malines) 


I. THE GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF CATHOLICS IN THE USA 


RELIGIOUS CENSUS OF THE POPULATION WAS 
A officially carried out in the USA in 1936; it is 
our only official source of information’). 
The results reveal that American Catholics are for 
the most part concentrated in the cities, and that in 
1936 only 19.4% of the Catholic population was 
situated in the rural districts. According to the 
decennial census of 1940, the relation between the 
rural and urban populations was then respectively 
43.5 % and 56.5 %; the only other important groups 
showing a lower percentage of rural population were 
the Protestant Episcopalians and the Jews (15.5 % 
and 0.9%). (See figure 1). 
It is therefore in the cities, and more especially in the 
large cities, that American Catholics are concentrated. 


* Sociological studies have not yet reached the point where 
they can offer general syntheses for the concrete situation. 
Much more research will be necessary in order to attain that 
stage. This article does not claim to make such a synthesis, 
but simply to propose a working hypothesis that may be a 
useful starting point for further work. 

1) Religious Bodies, 1936. US Department of Commerce, 1941. 


The map published by the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference shows very clearly this distribu- 
tion of the Catholic population. The only exceptions 
ate the States of Louisiana and Texas. Both are 
marked with a deeper Catholic stamp than any other 
part of the USA, Louisiana because it has been first 
a Spanish and then a French colony, Texas because 
up to a hundred years ago it was an integral part of 
Mexico, and still receives numerous Mexican immi- 
grants, who are Catholics. (See figure 2). 

This essential feature of American Catholicism is 
worth studying. Urbanization in the world in general 
is one of the most important phenomena of the social 
revolution of our time. In 1850 there were 94 cities 
of 100,000 or mote inhabitants in the world; in 
1900 the figure rose to 291, and in 1950 it reached 
750°). According to the 1950 census, out of a 
population of 150,000,000 in the USA, 95,892,000 


2) Odell, Clarence B., ,,The distribution and age of the 
world’s larger cities”, Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, Vol. 40, No. 2, June 1950, pp. 139—40. 
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FIGURE 1 


CATHOLIC POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
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This map, composed by the National Catholic Welfare Conference at Washington, shows how the Catholic population is concentrated in the urban areas, the only exceptions being in 
Texas and Louisiana. 

LA REPARTITION DE LA POPULATION CATHOLIQUE AUX ETATS-UNIS, EXPRIMEE EN CHIFFRES ABSOLUS. Cette carte, élaborée par la National Catholic 

Welfare Conference de Washington, montte comment Ja population catholique se répartit surtout dans les grandes villes, avec comme seules exceptions le Texas et la Louisiane. 


form an urban population and 17,000,000 of these 
are settled in towns of more than a million inhabitants. 
What has become of American Catholics in these 
urban centres ? This is the question which we pro- 
pose to study. An important question, as it will help 
to throw light on the similar evolution which is be- 
ginning to appear in Latin America and on the 
African and Asiatic continents, after having become 
a recognized fact in Europe. 

Urban life is not merely a demographic concentration. 
It is made up of various elements which it is well 
to know in order to understand its internal machi- 
nety; the urbanization of a country or a continent 
does not consist only in a.change in the density of its 
population; it is rather a transformation of society 
as a whole. The socialization of human life, the 
importance of institutions, the depersonalization of 
man, the disappearance of the role of the local 
community, the creation of functional spheres, 
where man is considered as fulfilling a particular 
function (work, amusements, study), are a few of the 
symptoms of urban life. From the religious point of 
view, they present a whole new series of problems 
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to the pastorate and the christianization of the world. 
These problems are of the sociological order, and 
their study requires positive methods. The general 
development of urban sociology everywhere will 
help us to see them more clearly. 

Compared to the very gtave questions which 
confront Catholicism in the large cities of Western 
Europe, American problems appear at first sight 
under a different aspect. True, the documentation on 
the new continent is still imperfect, the system of 
inquiries at an embryonic stage compared to the 
work accomplished for European Catholicism. 

In this article we intend to outline the causes of this 
utban concentration of Catholics in the U.S.A., its 
history, and the evolution which is taking place at 
the present time. We will illustrate it by a few 
examples taken from a special study on Chicago 
which the Catholic Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical 
Research is shortly to publish’). 


3) Houtart, Frangois, Sociological trend of the Catholics in Chicago. 
— Religious problems of the immigrants in urban environment. To 
appear in a few months. 
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CATHOLIC POPULATION OF THE UNITED STATES 
PERCENTAGE BY DIOCESES 1953 
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The proportion of Catholics on the total population is showed by this map. In the South-West the proportion is influenced by the ‘people of Mexican origin. 
POPULATION CATHOLIQUE DES ETATS-UNIS, EN POURCENTAGE PAR DIOCESE. La proportion des catholiques par rapport 4 la population totale de chaque 
diocése est exprimée par cette carte. Dans le sud-ouest, la proportion est influencée par les personnes d’origine mexicaine. 


II. CATHOLIC IMMIGRANTS 
rt HISTORY 


Like all the people in the U.S.A., with the exception 
of the few Indians still in existence, and lately the 
Mexicans and Puerto Ricans, Catholics are European 
immigrants. They have arrived at different periods 
from the beginning of colonization down to our time. 
It is especially between 1880 and 1930 that the 
greatest Catholic immigration took place. Before 
that time, settlers from the British Isles and the 
Northern European countries formed the great 
majority of the population. After 1930, and especially 
between 1930 and 1947, European immigration has 
been much reduced. On the other hand, during the 
war and the postwar period, the number of Mexicans 
and Puerto Ricans emigrating to the U.S.A. has 
increased considerably. (See figure 3). 

If the present legislation is maintained, prospects for 
future European immigrants are pessimistic. During 
the next ten years, all things being equal, an average 
annual immigration of 36,600 Europeans to the 
U.S.A. is foreseen. To appreciate the difference we 
have to compare this figure with that of 1,450,000 
between 1901 and 1915. 


Let us follow the main groups of Catholic immigrants 
in their evolution. 

The Jrish form the first Catholic group to settle in 
the U.S.A. At least 2/3 of them were Catholics. The 
greatest influx occured in the years 1840—1850, 
when famine ravaged their country, but before then, 
an earlier immigration had taken place, settling on 
the land; it was disastrous for the Faith, as many 
Irish passed over to Protestantism‘). It is, however, to 
the cities that the great Irish immigration was 
directed, chiefly on the earnest advice of the clergy. 
The influence of one of the first New York Bishops, 
John Hughes, was particularly strong on this 
occasion. A settlement in compact groups permitted 
the establishment of priests and parishes, as well as 
a social control very favorable to the maintenance 


4) See the letter from father William Vincent Harold to the 
S.C. of Propaganda in 1820, quoted by Theodore Maynard in 
The Story of American Catholicism, New-York: Macmillan Co., 
1941, p. 183 (Translated in French: Histoire du catholicisme 
américain, Ed, le Portulan, Paris, 1948, p. 141). 

In his book, Has the Immigrant kept the Faith? (New-York: 
Macmillan Co. 1925) Monsignor Gerald Shaughnessy 
estimates that before 1790 there was a loss to the Church of 
about 125.000 Irish, about 92.000 German and about 23.000 
French immigrants. (pp. 36—5 2). 
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FIGURE 3 


NATIONALITY BACKGROUND OF IMMIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES 1850-1940 
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ORIGINE NATIONALE DES IMMIGRANTS AUX ETATS-UNIS, 1850—1940 


of a high religious standard. The Irish set the tone 
for American Catholicism, and this for two principal 
reasons: the first is that they spoke English and 
therefore did not feel themselves such strangers in 
the new continent as the greater part of Catholic 
immigrants, and soon came to consider themselves 
as mote American than the others. The second 
reason lies in the great number of vocations found 
among the Irish. ,,The American episcopate became 
almost an Irish preserve” Maynard ventured to 
write’). Their solid faith was to transmit a deep 
religious feeling to the following generations. 
German immigration began on a great scale in the 
yeats 1830—1850. The proportion of Catholics 
among German immigrants in the U.S.A. may be 
estimated at about 30 to 40%. As a result, their 
importance for American Catholicism is great. They 
settled principally in the Middle-West: St. Louis, 
Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul. 

From the start, difficulties arose on account of Irish 
predominance in the Catholic hierarchy. The 
Germans, like other national groups, had their own 
parishes, with jurisdiction over Catholics of German 
origin. Even then, they considered themselves 
unfairly treated in the distribution of these parishes, 
and mote particularly in their representation in the 
hierarchy. There is no doubt that this situation was 
the cause of many defections among Catholics of 
German origin’). The Irish and German compose 


5) Ibid., p. 223 (Ed. frangaise p. 165). 

6) Father Abbelen, vicar general of Milwaukee and Peter 
Paul Cahensly, secretary to the society of the Archangel 
Raphael, assisting the German immigrants, made several 
reports to Rome on these question. Cahensly wrote in 1891 
that already more than 16 million Catholic immigrants had 
lost the Faith through lack of national clergy. The figure was 
sutely much exdggerated but the problem existed. See chapter 
4: “The Cahenslyism Turmoil of 1891” in Barry Colman J., 
The Catholic Church and German Americans, The Bruce 
Publishing Company, Milwauksee, 1953, pp. 131—182. 
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the two first waves of immigration: 1830—1860 
and the post-civilwar period of industrial expansion. 
The following groups constitute the third immigra- 
tion wave: 1880—1930. 

The Poles are a fairly recent group; in certain cities 
many Polish nationals are still to be found who were 
born in their native country. In Chicago, for instance, 
the 1950 census returns more than 94,000 Poles born 
in Poland. The Poles, except for a certain number, 
installed in the rural regions of New England, are 
also an urban population. They arrived towards the 
end of the century and continued to emigrate to the 
U.S.A. until the economic crisis of 1930. Among 
them a dissident sect has not been avoided. The 
Polish National Church has drawn some 250,000 
Poles out of the Catholic Unity’). 

It is only towards the turn of the century that the 
Italians began to arrive in large numbers in the 
U.S.A. Between 1820 and 1940, it is estimated that 
neatly 5,000,000 Italians settled on the North 
American continent. They also came to the cities, 
many of them to New York. Some have chosen 
California, where the climate is very similar to that 
of Central and Southern Italy, but urban conditions 
attracted the majority of them, especially in the ports 
of debarkation. 

Among other European groups, the Spanish and 
Portuguese on the one hand, the Central Europeans on 
the other, are the principal ones from a Catholic 
point of view. There was an important emigration 
of Spaniards and Portuguese to the U.S.A. during 
the years 1890 to 1920. 

Austrians, Hlungarians, Czechs, as well as Lithuanians, 
among whom a notable proportion of Catholics is 
to be found, also settled in the U.S.A. in substantial 
groups during the period 1890 to 1920. 

The Mexicans, although a non-European people, are 
neatly all baptized in the Catholic Church. For 
many years they have been crossing the Rio Grande 
into the States, legally or illegally. Some of them 
settle in the cities in the South and West. There they 
either find permanent employment or seasonal work 
at harvest time in the Central and Eastern States, up 
to Michigan. Others find their way to the great 
industrial centres and there, together with the Negro 
population coming from the South, take the place 
formerly occupied by European immigrants. (See 
figure 4). 

Official statistics show that between 1935 and 1950, 
1,700,000 Mexicans have arrived to settle in the U.S.A. 
This only takes legal entries into account; illegal 
ones ate also numerous, and no doubt attain a 
figure of several hundred thousands for the same 
period. In the course of 15 years more than 2,000,000 
Mexicans must have entered the U.S.A. 


”) See: Andrews, Theodore, The Polish National Church in 
America, London: Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, 1953. 


Since the war, Puerto Ricans have been arriving in 
the country, mainly in New York. Their annual 
immigration is about 40,000. In New York City 
alone, they number 450,000. 

A graph of the immigration movement demonstrates 
that since about 1880, a large number of the immi- 
grants, probably at least 50%, were Catholics. Even 
before, in the period 1850—1880, their percentage 
was very high. After 1880, arable land in the U.S.A. 
was for the most part occupied; we therefore find 
the majority of the immigrants, arriving after that 
date, settling in the cities*), This incoming labor was 
favorable to industrial expansion, and the cities 
developed rapidly. Chicago, which in 1850 had only 
29,963 inhabitants, in 1890, 4o years later, had 
1,098,570. The curve of the demographic evolution 
in the Eastern and Middle Western cities marks a 
very pronounced acceleration from this date. (See 
figure 5). 

A religious factor has played a part worth mentioning, 
The few Catholics settled in rural regions have, as a 
rule, been very neglected as regards clergy and 
parishes. The population was very scattered and the 
distances great. Even now, 93.1%, of the rural 
American localities have no resident Catholic priest, 


8) This is the reason why 80% of the American Catholics 
are on 20% of the American territory. 


FIGURE 4 


PERCENTAGE OF NATIVE WHITES, FOREIGN BORN 
WHITES AND NON-WHITES IN THE TOTAL 


POPULATION OF CHICAGO 
(U.S, CENSUSES 1900-1950) 
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The percentage of non-whites in the population of Chicago shows that they take the place 
of the European immigrants. 
POURCENTAGE DE BLANCS AUTOCHTONES, DE BLANCS NES A L’RTRAN- 
GER ET DE GENS DE COULEUR DANS LA POPULATION DE CHICAGO 
(RECENSEMENTS 1900 & 1950) Le pourcentage des noirs dans la population de 
Chicago montre que ceux-ci prennent la place des immigrants européens, 


FIGURE 5 


RELATIVE INCREASE OF THE POPULATION, OF THE NUMBER OF PAR - 
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Chicago has a very rapid increase in 100 years. The number of parishes and priests does 
not follow the population increase 
AUGMENTATION RELATIVE DE LA POPULATION, DU NOMBRE DE 
PAROISSES B'T DE PRATRES A CHICAGO (1850 = 100), Chicago a connu en 100 
ans une augmentation trés rapide, Le nombre de paroisses et de prétres n'a pas suivi cet 
accroissement, 


9,641 only have a church or chapel, while 68,524. 
have neither®), 

On the other hand, the Protestants have a great 
many more churches in the rural areas; they possess 
140,359. ‘I'he Catholics have only 6.9%, of the total 
of rural churches. 

It is therefore not surprising that an important part 
of the Catholics living in rural areas or small towns 
have passed over to Protestantism or else lapsed into 
indifference. 

The Faith has seriously lost ground in the urban 
centres also, If the religious practice of urban masses 
in the U.S.A. is obviously superior to that of the 
population of Western European cities, it should not 
leave us under any illusion, A simple examination of 
the number of Catholics returned by the Catholic 
Directory) will demonstrate this, 

This book gives us for the year 1952 a total of 
30,425,015 Catholics out of a population of 
156,981,000") i.e., a little more than 19°, of the 
total population of the U.S.A. As a matter of fact, 
it is difficult to arrive at an exact figure, as, on the 
one hand, a large immigration of Catholics from 
Mexico and Puerto Rico is still taking place, and on 


®) Kolb, Brunner: 
Mifflin, 1946. 


A study of Rural Society, Houghton, 


10) The official Catholic Directory, New York: P, J. Kenedy 
& Sons, 1953. 
ab} Estimations by the Bureau of Census, Washington, 


including overseas armed forces, July 1, 1952. 
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the other, no official census of religious confessions 
is regularly undertaken. Diocesan censuses are 
sometimes inadequate, especially in the large cities, 
and statistical methods differ. There is no doubt, 
however, that the Catholic Directory. understates 
the reality, if we consider as Catholics all those who 
have been baptized in the Roman Catholic Church. 
According to official statistics, the number of infant 
baptisms for the year 1953 is 1,077,184. This would 
indicate a birth rate among American Catholics of 
overt 35 pet thousand, which seems improbable. 
Moreover, out of the total of births registered in the 
U.S.A., about half come from the Southern States, 
and these States have a very small percentage of 
Catholics. North Carolina, for example has an even 
lower percentage than China. In the majority of the 
East and Middle West cities, the birth rate was about 
20 to 25 per thousand in 1953 (Chicago 21.71). If the 
figure of the Catholic population as indicated in the 
Catholic Directory is right, it would mean that 
Catholics, while forming 19.319 of the total 
population of the U.S.A., are responsible for 
28.17% of the births"), With a birth rate of 25 per 
thousand, superior to the average of the urban 
population, the number of Catholics would reach 
40,000,000. Warious studies undertaken at the 
Catholic University of America and elsewhere") tend 
to prove that the fecundity of the Catholic popula- 
tion in the U.S.A. does not exceed that of the general 
population except in the higher classes (American 
birth rate in 1952 = 24.06 per thousand). This is the 
result of the localization of most Catholics in urban 
centres, where the birth rate is usually lower. Thus, 
for instance, in 1940, in the three states of Rhode 
Island, Massachusetts and Connecticut, while the 
percentage of Catholics was 42°%, the birth rate for 
the three states was 15 per thousand. In three 
Southern States, North and South Carolina, and 
Georgia, while the Catholic percentage was as low 
as 0.5 %, the birth rate reached 22.02 per thousand. 
A supplementary reason for taking the official 
statistics with a certain prudence is supplied by the 
exemple of Chicago. The Chancery Office takes the 
precaution of calculating its statistics on the numbers 
of baptisms and funerals. Other dioceses do not do 
this. They simply register the details furnished by 
the parishes. In Chicago these data give exactly a 
million Catholics in the city, while calculations based 
on the births and deaths show that the number of 
Catholics was nearer 1,500,000. The difference is to 
be explained, on the one hand by erroneous statistics 
and on the other, because many of the baptized have 


12) On this question, see the article by Fr. F. J. Fichter, S.J.: 
,,Catholics in the United States. How many are we?” in 
America, Feb. 4, 1950, vol. 82, no. 524. 

18) Stouffer, G. S. A., “Trends in the fertility of Catholics and 
Non-Catholics”’, American Journal of Sociology, 1935, Pp. 143. 
See also the studies of Notestein, Whelpton and Kiser, and 
Kitigawa. 
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no regular contact with the Church. Some verifica- 
tions carried out in several parishes of the city have 
shown that often the parish priests gave the number 
of persons actually contacted in the parish, and not 
the number of baptized, which is difficult to ascertain 
in the urban parishes, especially where national 
parishes are numerous. 

A thorough examination of the distribution of 
Catholic forces in the immigration of the last hundred 
years would yield a surprising result. In this last 
immigration, particularly in the years 1890 to 1930, 
the percentage of Catholics was very high. Only a 
careful study would give a satisfactory estimate. In 
the face of this fact, and of the low percentage of 
Catholics returned officially, we must admit a very 
serious loss for the Church. 


2. SOCIAL ORGANIZATION 

Groups of immigrants bring with them not only 
individual customs, but traditions and a social code. 
Their settlement on the American continent is 
marked by two main facts: their group formation 
and their strong social organization. 


a. Group settlement 


This is the most important fact in American immi- 
gration. Very often the groups were not only natio- 
nal, but even regional. Sometimes a whole village 
would crcss the ocean to settle somewhere in the 
U.S.A. These constituted groups had to keep their 
unity in order to realize their aim. Each large city 
possesses its ,,China-town’”, and we know ,,Little 
Sicily’’in Chicago. It is a modern form of the ghetto. 
In certain towns, almost the entire population 
becomes representatives of a specific group. This is 
the case of the Irish in Boston and the Germans at 
Milwaukee. 

It is only in the measure of their assimilation into 
American life and society that a dispersion among 
groups of similar national origin came into effect. 
Once assimilated, they had no further need of the 
protection afforded by the group in order to survive 
and progress in the social economic order. 


b. Strong social organization 


On its arrival in a strange country, with a different 
culture, generally a foreign language as well as a 
different religion, the group would develop, in order 
to maintain its existence, a certain defence complex 
against the new environment. From the religious 
point of view, this attitude was often encouraged by 
the clergy, who saw in the foreign conditions a 
danger for the religious life of their flock. From the 
social point of view, these immigrants had to keep 
together, in work, their children’s education, and 
mutual aid. During the r9th century, means of 
communication were still undeveloped, and the 
mobility of the population was consequently less 
than it is at present. 


. a 
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Moreover, the deep prejudice of Protestants against 
Catholics, which found vent in the early days of 
colonization in the penal laws, further fanned by the 
Nativism of the middle of the 19th century, 
recurting again at the end of the century in the 
American Protection Association, and after World 
War I, with the Ku Klux Klan, and still not entirely 
extinct), has been indirectly favourable to the 
cohesion of Catholics. 

Thus the very solid local communities formed by 
the immigrants have partly succeeded in counter- 
acting the growing influence of the great city toward 
depersonalization. To maintain its existence, a local 
community needs institutions and a community 
spirit. These institutions were found in the schools 
where the national tongue was taught, the shops 
where the national types of food, clothing, furniture, 


~ were sold, the cultural associations, the newspapers, 


the mutual aid societies, and finally, the national 
parish, which quite frequently kept several of the 
above functions under its patronage. Between people 
who knew each other, had the same cultural origin, 
faced the same problems in the new world, and 
recognized the same values, and practised the same 
religion, a powerful community spirit existed. The 
urbanization met in these people the power to 
resist many of its evils. They did not become too 
uprooted in the large cities, precisely because of their 
community life, and in the measure in which this 
life was maintained. (See figure 6). 

Urban life is characterized by its impersonality. It is 
possible to live unknown in the city. Since life has 
become dispersed under so many varied aspects, in 
varied environments, a personality is rarely known 
asa whole. The employer knows a man as a workman, 
the doctor knows him as his patient, the school- 
master as the father of this or that boy or girl, the 
neighbor as someone who lives next door. A man 
may be quite different at work, at home, in the parish 
ot in his club. Only an active neighborly life and a 
closed local community can hold their own against 
the impersonal character of city life, and its disper- 
sion into completely cloistered sectors. Within their 
group, each immigrant knows the other, where he 
works, what are his professional qualifications, his 
wife, where his children go to school, whether he 
practises his religion. Only if he leaves the group 
does a man become a totally independent individual. 
But this, in the immigrant world, usually brings 
great difficulties and a set-back from the socio- 
economic standpoint, on account of the barriers 
existing between this individual and the society of 
men to which he aspires: language and tradition 
barriers, and often prejudice as well. 


14) A typical example of it is the book of Paul Blanshard, 
American Freedom and Catholic Power, Boston, Beacon Press, 
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FIGURE 6 


CHICAGO, VIEWED FROM THE CENTER, LOOKING TOWARDS THE 
SUBURBS. The present complexity of religious problems in city life prevents that they 
be any longer understood, if new means of knowledge are not employed. 
CHICAGO, VUE DU CENTRE VERS LES FAUBOURGS. La complexité des pro- 
blémes religieux dans les grandes villes ne permet plus de les comprendre si l’on n’utilise 
pas des moyens de connaissance nouveaux. 


The community exercises in many cases a strong 
control on the individual. He must conform to the 
social code, or he will be ,,excommunicated”’. 
Religiously speaking, this is of great importance. In 
many groups of immigrants the national parish was 
the most powerful institution. The priest, as the 
only educated man in the group, has an authority 
which reaches far beyond his spiritual mission. As 
a result, the clergy keep, ipso facto, the social control 
of the community in their hands. This was especially 
the case in Irish and Polish groups. 

»» Lhe ritual of Church services, the sacred symbols, 
the traditional religious exercises, the church 
architecture and decorations, and the parish societies, 
all contribute a great deal to the conservation of the 
traditional values of the ethnic groups. The group’s 
religion and its culture complement each other most 
completely in the juridical national parish structure, 
each working to reinforce and to preserve the 
ether) 27 

The authority and control of the clergy bear with 
particular force on the three following points: 
religious practice, marriages, child education. To 
leave the Church often meant to leave the group. 
Marriages, at least in the first period of settlement, 
must only take place between members of the same 
national group, and obviously of the same religion, 
In Chicago, for instance, a survey brought to light 
the fact that even now, only 2° of the Poles regis- 
tered in the national parishes contract marriages 
with other nationals. Finally, to send the children to 
another school than that of the national parish is 


15) Harte, Thomas J., ,,Racial and National Parishes in the 
United States’’, in C. J. Nuesse and Thomas J. Harte, The 
Sociology of the Parish, The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 
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considered as an infidelity towards the whole 
community. When, as is the case with the Irish and 
Poles, nationality and religion are closely united, the 
phenomenon is even more acute. Social cohesion is 
aided by the religious faith, and fidelity to religion 
encouraged by the social stability. The sociologist of 
the University of Chicago, Robert E. Park, after a 
thorough study of the immigrant question, declared 
that the greater the development of the social 
organization the better was the behavior of the 
immigrants in the urban environment"). The social 
organization of the immigrants therefore was strong, 
and as a result, the social evils, which affected them 
wete not weighted with such dire consequences as 
in the European cities. 

On the importance of the school in the national 
parishes, we would like to quote E. George Payne. 
“In the first place it served a religious function and 
preserved in the young generation the language and 
traditions of the old country. This prevented total 
disintegration and held intact the best of the culture 
brought from the homeland. In the second place, the 
parochial school served to secure for the immigrant 
colony social unity and to preserve it through 
successive generations. The school served as a con- 
crete institutional bond among the immigrants, by 
bringing them territorially together, by perpetuating 
family traditions, and by preserving unity between 
the old and the new generation. In contrast with the 
public school, which contributed toward family 
disorganization by introducing a new culture and a 
new language, the parochial school prevented this 
estrangement by making the children acquainted 
with the parents’ language, religion and national 
history, and by inculcating respect for the traditional 
values of the country from which they came.’”’) 
It would be wrong to assume, however, that 
settlement conditions for the immigrants in the 
towns and industrial centres were free from handi- 
caps. Capitalism, undisputed master of the field, and 
glad to have at its disposal a constant flood of cheap 
labor, raised up social situations, similar to those 
known elsewhere. The beginnings were less brutal 
than in Europe, because they were delayed, but 
human exploitation existed. The historian Theodore 
Maynard writes that a great number of Catholics 
were lost to the Church as a result of these condi- 
tions!*), 


3. THE NATIONAL PARISH 


Before that very complicated fact, the Church could 
not be inactive. The religious problems are mixed 


16) See Park, Robert E. Human Communities, The Free Press 
Glencoe, Ill., 1952. 

1”) Payne, E. George, ,,Education and minority people’, in 
One America, ed. Francis J. Brown and Joseph S. Roucek, 
(New-York) Prentice-Hall, 1946, p. 541. 

18) Maynard, Th., The Story of American Catholicism, p. 452 
(traduction frangaise, p. 332). 
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with the sociological. In fact the various national 
immigrations were the greatest problem of American 
Catholicism. The adaptation of the Church has been 
the National Parish, with jurisdiction over a national 
group. Let us examine now the characteristics of 
these parishes and how they operated among the 
first groups of immigrants and their children. 


a. Sociological characteristics of the national parishes 


From a sociological point of view, the first salient 
fact about the national parish is that it is a /erritorial 
solution. This may sound paradoxical in view of the 
contrast generally existing between the national pa- 
rish and the territorial parish. But the national parish 
is an answer to the territorial localization of na- 
tional groups. 

These groups settled in a definite geographical place, 
in a kind of ghetto. The parish was a community 
institution, because the community was of a given 
nationality. Its equipment had the same characte- 
tistics. Naturally, these parishes extended. their 
influence beyond the frontiers of the local national 
community, either because they had to minister to 
the whole town, if no other parish of the same 
nationality existed there, or else in order to reach 
more or less the boundary of the neighboring 
parish of the same nationality. When people began 
to move and leave the district of their first settlement, 
the parish extended its field of influence over an area 
larger than that of the adjacent district. It must be 
noted that certain national parishes, and particularly 
those of Oriental rite, did not answer to the need of a 
local community, but ministered to the religious 
needs of members scattered throughout the city. This 
was exceptional; the original function of the national 
parish was to be the religious institution of a national 
group within a limited radius. 

Consequently, when people start leaving the district, 
there is no reason, sociologically, for the parish to 
attempt to keep them under its jurisdiction. Geo- 
graphical mobility is linked in most cases with social 
mobility, and with a degree of cultural assimilation. 
The national parish, as the family, fulfils a transitory 
function. When the children of the family have come 
of age and are able of conducting their own life, the 
educative function of the family comes to an end. 
When the national group in infancy has reached 
maturity in the new society, in this case in the 
American society, it would be to its disadvantage to 
remain centred.upon itself. The social institutions 
which keep the group alive, during this first period 
must gradually disappear. This applies equally to the 
national parish. 

The care of persons already assimilated to the 
environment or sufficiently accustomed to it to be 
able to live outside the group must be transmitted to 
the territorial parish of their new district. This is the 


traditional view adopted by the Church’), The 
comparison between the function of the family and 
that of the national parish is suggested by canon law. 
In the Church’s legislation concerning these parishes, 
it is stated that the children must belong to the same 
parish as their parents until the age of 21. After this 
age, they may make their choice. 

But if sociologically, the national parish becomes a 
territorial solution, in canon law, the territory is 
looked upon as secondary. Jurisdiction, indeed, is 
personal, and limited to a national group. For 
this reason, such parishes are called, in canon law, 
personal parishes. Only when two or more national 
parishes are located in the same city, is a territory 
assigned, in order to avoid juridical conflicts between 
them. 

The second sociological characteristic of the national 
parish is that it is a /anguage solution. Language, as 
means .of communication between men and even 
between man and God, plays a primordial part in 
religious life. Although Latin is, in the Catholic 
Church, the official language of worship, the 
vernacular tongue is used in all the other forms of 
religious life. The sermons, instructions, certain 
devotional practices, confession, spiritual direction, 
are all in the vernacular. Language plays an important 
part in personal expression in religion, as much as in 
teaching. The national parish was a language 
solution because it answered the need of a people 
arriving in a country the language of which they 
did not speak. The proof that it was not so much a 
question of nationality as one of language is the fact 
that national Irish or English parishes never existed. 
The so-called Irish parishes are really territorial 
parishes in Irish districts. They are called Irish 
parishes by other national groups because English is 
spoken there. Such was the case for instance, until 
quite recently, among the Germans of Milwaukee. 
On the contrary, national parishes are frequently 
referred to as foreign language parishes. 

The sociological consequences of this fact are 
approximately the same as the previous ones. When 
the people speak the language of the immigration 
country, and this is obviously the case with persons 
of the second or third generation, the need for 
the national parish disappears. Naturally, the evo- 
lution is not immediate. Usually there is a pro- 
etessive introduction of English into the sermons, 
religious instructions and devotions. Certain 
groups or particularly certain institutions, are more 
conservative than others, especially in the Polish 
parishes. 


1) On January 15, 1938, the Sacred Congregation of the 
Council declared that: ,,When foreign immigrants and their 
children speak the English language and do not wish to 
belong to their own national parishes they must affiliate with 
the American territorial parish in which the English language 
may be spoken’. 


b. National parishes in the U.S.A. 


In 1948 the Catholic Directory indicates 1535 natio- 
nal parishes in the U.S.A., ie., 10% of the total 
number of parishes. This figure is behind the reality. 
Many parishes, still juridically national, are no longer 
registered as such by the Catholic Directory. For the 
State of Illinois, for example, the Catholic Directory 
indicates 134 national parishes. In our study of the 
parishes of Chicago we have found 140 national 
parishes, inside the city limits of Chicago only. 
Taking into account the fact that the national 
parishes are located in the towns, and for the most 
part in the large cities, their population represents, 
even now, a larger percentage of the American 
Catholics than the above figure seems to indicate. 
Some territorial parishes are in a few case still 
Irish or French Canadian. 

As a general rule, however, the populations of 
national parishes are on the decrease, owing to the 
gradual assimilation of the immigrants. Thus, in 
Chicago, which may be considered as a typical 
American city, the average population of national 
parishes is far below that of territorial ones. (See 


figure 7). 


FIGURE 7 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE PARISHES OF CHICAGO 
ACCORDING TO THE SACRAMENTAL INDEX OF 1950 
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The Sacramental index is composed of the number of baptisms, the number of marriages, 
multiplied by two, and the number of funerals, Each parish is represented by this index, 
which expresses its relative importance. The territorial parishes, shown by the black 
figures, have an index notably higher than the national parishes. 

CLASSEMENT DES PAROISSES DE CHICAGO D’APRES L’INDICE SACRA- 
MENTEL: L’indice Sacramentel est composé du nombre des baptémes, de celui des 
mariages, multiplié par 2 et celui des funérailles. Chaque paroisse est exprimée selon cet 
indice ,exprimant son importance relative, Les paroisses territoriales, indiquées par les 
figures noires ont nettement un indice supérieur aux paroisses nationales. 
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In 1948, following the Catholic Directory, among 
national parishes, the Poles had 466, the Italians 
314, the Germans 206, the Slovaks 152, and the 
French 114, the last being for the most part of 
French Canadian origin. The other groups shared 
the remaining parishes?®). In addition, about 2% 
belong to a non-Latin rite, mostly Greek Catholics 
and Uniates. 


4. CONSEQUENCES OF THE NATIONAL PARISH ORGANIZATION 


a. Minority religion 


During the initial period, the definite localization of 
immigrant groups in the cities, or even in certain 
rural regions, as the French Canadians or the Poles 
in New England, resulted in the Catholic religion 
becoming a religion of minority groups in the Ameri- 
can nation. The Catholics themselves were fairly 
scattered, while maintaining a structural unity, a 
well established hierarchy and unity in worship. A 
separation persisted for a length of time between the 
different Catholic groups: Irish, German, Polish, 
Italian, etc. Even now in the principal cities a very 
marked psychological divergence is noticeable 
between the clergy of the totally assimilated popula- 
tions and those of Polish or French Canadian origin, 
for instance. This divergence was greater 5o or 60 
years ago, which is not surprising. When the immi- 
grants required the formation of a national parish 
it was in oftder to minister to the necessities of 
worship and to fulfil their religious duties in the 
language and manner to which they were accusto- 
med. That contacts between groups of such varied 
origin as Poles, Irish, Italians, should have been 
difficult, is not to be wondered at. But this state of 
affairs is in course of evolution. 

All this, added to Protestant prejudice, had as a 
consequence that for a long time Catholicism was 
looked upon as a religion of immigrant minorities. 
The preoccupations of the clergy, moreover, were 
centred on the conservation and the transmission of 
religious values in their flocks. It was difficult at the 
time to have any other aim. 

Asa result, Catholicism made scarcely any impression 
on American national life. It is a striking fact 
that Catholics had relatively very little influence 
on the great national institutions, in spite of a 
fairly important representative percentage in the 
nation. Certain strong personalities, such as 
Bishop Carrol, Bishop John England, Cardinal 
Gibbons, or the Archbishop of Saint-Paul, Arch- 
bishop Ireland, began in the 19th century to have 
influence on the national level. It was, however, 
always tather a matter of personal prestige than a 


20) These figures ate given in The Sociology of the Parish, by 
Nuesse, C.J., and Harte C.SS.R., Thomas J., The Bruce 
Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 1950, p. 162. 
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power emanating from the group of which they 
were the representatives. 


b. Powerful social control 


Another consequence of the national organization 
of parishes is the fact that the control of the group or 
of the authorities of the group was always very 
effective. This was probably the saving factor 
of the preservation of the Faith among American 
Catholic immigrants during the early part of their 
history. This early history dates from very different 
periods according to the national groups. There is 
sufficient evidence of this in the different dates of 
atrival of immigrants in the country, which we 
quoted above. When we compare the religious 
evolution of the great cities of North America with 
those of Europe, we are confronted with an essential 
difference. This difference lies precisely in the fact 
that in the U.S.A. the Catholics from Poland, Ireland, 
Italy, Holland, etc. came to settle in groups and 
realized that in order to survive as a group it was 
necessary to constitute solid institutions. In the 
religious sphere, the parish was this institution. On 
the contrary, in European cities, the rural population 
arriving in the towns (this, let us add, one or two 
generations before the urban phenomenon developed 
in the U.S.A.) was immediately absorbed into the 
masses. These people remained in the same country, 
speaking as a rule the same language, with the same 
culture and the same religion as that of their 
ancestors. On the contrary, the immigrants who 
crossed the Atlantic had a more acute group 
consciousness. The very thought of emigration, of 
being severed from relations with the home country, 
brought them together and induced them to cling 
to established traditions. 

It is worth noting that the religious authorities 
responsible for these populations, while their 
conscience was awake to the problems of the emi- 
grants and the need for sending priests to accompany 
them to the Protestant countries or those considered 
as such, seemed to have had relatively little awareness 
of the need to follow their flock into the great 
European cities), As a result, the working class 
districts of these cities develop and extend, deprived 
of the presence of the Church with its parochial 
structures. While among the immigrants forming 
the working and even poorer classes of the U.S.A. 
the number of people in each national parish seldom 
rises beyond 5,000 or 6,000 and often remains below 
this figure, the proletarian parishes of European 


21) Canon Boulard, one of the pioneers of religious sociology 
in France, gives the following figures on the distribution of 
the French diocesan clergy in the rural and urban districts of 
the nation: 21.000 priests minister to 18 million inhabitants 
of the rural areas, while 7.200 serve the 24 million in the 
towns. (Essor ou Déclin du clergé francais, Collection Rencontres, 
Editions du Cerf, Paris, 1950, p. 375). 
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Cities attain very rapidly a population of 10, 20, 30, 
50,000 or even more”). (See figure 8). 

This explanation is further confirmed by the situation 
in Latin America. There also, urbanization started 
later than in Europe and relatively later than in the 
U.S.A. Numerous immigrants settled in the cities, 
even in large cities. Many had the same country of 
otigin as those of North America, notably Italy, 
Spain and Portugal. But these immigrants to Latin 
America, unlike those who went to the U.S.A., were 
accompanied by very few priests. The feeling that 
they were leaving for a country where they would 
be deprived of spiritual care did not exist to the same 
extent. It was thought that they were settling in 
Catholic lands, but forgotten that these countries 
themselves were terribly short of priests’*). Thus no 
national parishes being provided in Latin America, 
the immigrants became at once merged in the anony- 
mity of the great cities. It is true that there exist 
certain districts where immigrants of one nationality 
tend to remain grouped, as for instance, the Italian 
quarter of La Boca in Buenos Aires, but as far as 
religion is concerned thete is no situation comparable 
to that in the U.S.A. 

Being one of the principial religious institutions, the 
parish also maintained a social control. This furthered 
a gteater social cohesion within the group. The 
priest’s influence, due to his origin and the character 
of the settlers, poor and of rural extraction, was very 
great. His authority in the group was based not only 
on his sacerdotal character but also on his knowledge 
and instruction. Thus it had been in the Polish, Irish 
German or Italian villages, and thus it remained in 
the immigrant groups. 

The parish helped the people to react against cultural 
up-rooting. Their own tongue was spoken in the 
churches, they could sing their own hymns, which 
is most important for the Poles, they could retain all 
the religious pageantry to which they were accusto- 
med in their home churches and which, in the case 
of the Italians especially, encouraged their devotion. 
At school the children learnt their native tongue as 
well as English. 


22) In 1906 there was in Paris an average of 4,400 souls by 
priest. Some of the popular parishes had an enormous 
population: St. Pierre Montmartre, 70,000, St. Jean Baptiste 
de Grenelle, 73,000; St. Michel 75,000, St. Pierre du Petit- 
Montrouge 82,580, St. Ambroise 90,000, Ste. Marguerite 
96,000, Notre-Dame de Clignancourt 121,000. ; 
In 1900 the average number of Catholics by parish was in 
Vienna 21,200, in Budapest 27,990, in Paris 36,300, in 
Munich 25,240. In Chicago it was at the same period about 
6,000. 

The same is true for Rome, Madrid, Milan, Brussels etc. 
Interesting facts can be found about these problems in the 
book of Dr E. Swoboda, La cura de las almas en las grandes 
ciudades, ed. Gustavo Gili, Barcelona, 1921. E 

23) In 1950 the same averages in Latin America are the 
following: Sao Paulo 22,000, Montevideo 25,641, Buenos- 
Aires 26,181, Rio de Janeiro 22,344, Mexico City 35,000, La 
Havana 61,536. 


_ Finally, the parish was the centre of a host of commu- 
nity institutions: cultural, educational, mutual aid or 
the organization of leisure, savings banks, etc. 


FIGURE 8 
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AVERAGE NUMBER OF FOREIGN 
12.000 BORNS BY NATIONAL PARISH 
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The average foreign born by national parish does not go over 5000, except for the 
Germans (about 2/3 Protestants). 
NOMBRE MOYEN DE PERSONNES NEES A L’7ETRANGER PAR PAROISSE 
NATIONALE A CHICAGO. Le nombre moyen ne dépasse pas 5,000, sauf pour les 
allemands, dont au moins les 2/3 sont protestants 


These numerous factors were intensely favorable to 
religious life. It is to a great degree thanks to the 
national groups and national parishes that American 
Catholicism has succeeded in maintaining the Faith 
and the practice of the Faith among the Catholics 
in the cities**). 

The fact that the Catholics in the United States came 
for the most part from the poor class of immigrants 
enabled the religious authorities also to stay closer, 
psychologically and socially, to the problems of the 
working class. From the beginning, a number of 
bishops, and especially Cardinal Gibbons, took a 
firm stand on the labor question. Many priests 
shared their concern, and encouraged the work of 
the workers associations, the social movements and 
the unions. One knows the interventions of the 
American Bishops in favor of the Knights of Labor, 
first formula of the Trade-Unions, followed in 1869 
by the American Federation of Labor. The labor 
movement thus escaped the anticlericalism which 
characterizes it in Europe and in Latin America and 
it is not a factor of active dechristianization. In other 


24) See Ciesluk, Joseph E. National Parishes in the United 
States, The Catholic University of America Press, Washington 
1944, p. 33 and 53. 
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respects, also, the Church indentified itself with the 
interests of the working class. 

Certain immigrant groups even in the U.S.A., did 
not always have the benefit of parishes and priests. 
Such was the case for the Italians, such is the case 
now for the Mexicans and Puerto Ricans. At the 
end of the 19th century, there were already nearly 
250,000 Italians in New York and only 5 Italian pa- 
rishes. An enquiry carried out in 1923 by, UNIONE”, 
an Italian Catholic paper in the U.S.A., revealed 
that in California only 800 Italian families, out of 
10,000, had remained faithful to their easter duties. 
The apostolic work of St. Francesca Cabrini and 
her influence on responsible religious authorities did 
much to improve this situation”). 

However according to John V. Tollino, of the 6 
million Italian Americans, 2 million are fervent 
Catholics, one million are lost to the Church and 
three million are doubtful and will be lost within a 
generation if a special action is not undertaken”). 


III. TREND OF THE CATHOLIC POPULATION 


1. EVOLUTION OF THE CITIES 


We have seen that the urban phenomenon is of 
ptimary importance for the Catholic population in 
the U.S.A. It is therefore interesting to study the 
evolution of the cities themselves in order to under- 
stand the problems which face the Church in that 
country. 

Ametican cities are young. They have grown with 
a disconcerting rapidity. In 1850 Chicago had scarcely 
30,000 inhabitants; a hundred years later, it had 
3,600,000 in the city itself and another million and 
a half in its suburbs, resulting in an agglomeration 
of five million. On the Western coast the cities are 
even more recent. In 1880 Los Angeles had a popula- 
tion of 11,000. It is a fact worth noting therefore 
that the urban evolution of the States is a relatively 
recent event when compared to the urban evolution 
of Western Europe. In the latter, the urbanization 
was caused by the great industrial revolution during 
the first quarter of the 19th century. It did not 
proceed with such lightning rapidity as in the U.S.A., 
yet, by reason of its longer existence it has, as a 
matter of fact, made a deeper impression on the 
religious life of the urban population. 

The first immigrant settlements were generally 
situated in the centre of the cities, which Burgess, 
pioneer of the School of Urban Sociology in 
Chicago, calls the ,,transition zone”. The immigrants 
were poor; they had to take whatever lodgings they 


25) See Maynard, Theodore Too Small a World, the life of 
Francesca Cabrini, The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 


1945, Pp. 9I—I00. 
26) Tollino, John V., ,,The Church in America and the 


Italian Problem’, in the American Ecclesiastical Review, 100 
(Jan., 1939) pp. 22—32. 
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could find, and they preferred to live near their 
work. As soon as their economic position improved, 
they sought a better district, and better lodgings. 
Frequently when leaving their original quarters they 
were making way for new arrivals. We have a typical 
example of this in some districts of Chicago and 
New York, which have successively been Irish, 
German, Italian, and are now occupied either by 
Negroes or Puerto Ricans. 

This social fact is one of the most interesting exam- 
ples of the relation between horizontal mobility 
(from one geographical point to another) and vertical 
(change of social status). When the standard of life 
of these people rises, they move geographically. In 
American cities, it is an evident sign of assimilation. 
It means that those who leave the districts of the 
immigration minority groups, no longer feel the 
need of that group’s support. They stand on their 
own feet. At the same time, they lose overnight 
almost all the social control of community life. 
Consequently, the community is no longer the 
principal bulwark of their Faith. Religious practice, 
marriage, their children’s education, are no longer 
submitted to the approval or disapproval of the 
group. 

Another sociological fact has also an influence in the 
departure of a part of the Catholic population out of 
the former neighborhoods: blight. Sections of the 
city having an assimilated population become also 
blighted areas. In Chicago this process is tremendous. 
Several square miles of the city are also in near 
danger of being blighted. 

Poor housing conditions, lack of community 
facilities, reconversions, lack of law enforcement, of 
public services, etc. are the main causes of it. The 
people leave such neighborhoods and the parishes 
lose their best elements. A whole action on this 
point has been begun by Monsignor John O’Grady. 
The disintegration of these parishes is a great danger 
for the spiritual life of the people leaving and of the 
people staying. The parish is able to do something 
about this and this is the main idea developed by 
Mser O’Grady. 

Several experiments have been realised, especially in 
Chicago. The pastors have held meetings. His 
Eminence Cardinal Stritch has given some directives. 
Where it is still possible, the parish may play a great 
role in the neighborhood conservation. 

In speaking to the Chicago pastors, Cardinal 
Stritch emphasized another salient point. ’Naturally’, 
he said, *there is another phase of our pastoral 
problem. As things are going now, we are building a 
new Archdiocese on the perimeter of Chicago. This 
is a very heavy burden. It would not be so great, 
if we would only try to save Chicago — save 
Chicago from itself, save Chicago from some of its 
greedy citizens... We can not only reclaim some 
of the blighted areas... but we can prevent other 


areas from becoming blighted.’ People of Chicago 
have often asked: Why do so many families run 
away from their old homes, from their old churches, 
from their old neighborhoods and find their way 
out into the suburbs ? 

»» Lhe factors that enter into this flight from the city 
are by no means simple. The people have a feeling 
that the old neighborhoods are beginning to deterior- 
ate... Flight from the old neighborhoods is not 
inevitable. The experience of a number of pastors 
has already demonstrated that something can be done 
about. Many of them have profited by the experience 
of the older parishes. They have had the vision to 
look ahead and to prepare their people by a positive 
educational program... This program, they feel, 
must be a positive one. They regard it as a challenge 
to the development of a new and more positive 
type of social organization in their parishes®’).” 
Some of these migrations occur in groups, but this 
is not the general rule. A few Poles or Italians settle 
as a second stage in more or less homogeneous 
districts, and sometimes re-form their religious or 
national organizations. Even in Chicago, where the 
Polish group is actually the strongest minority, the 
case is exceptional. 

The national parishes, situated right in the centre of 
immigrant quarters, still have, in our day, a consider- 
able influence. Polish parishes, for instance, to a 
great extent direct the community life of the group. 
The clergy of these parishes are able to say, with a fair 
exactitude, who attends Sunday Mass and how many 
observe their Easter duties. They can estimate to the 
last cent the contribution of each family to the 
Church funds. In these parishes the percentage of 
lapses is usually low. 

The crucial point in the evolution of immigrant 
groups is mostly in the second generation. This 
generation is the most affected by social disintegra- 
tion. They have lost the ground of their attachment 
to national customs, the language and culture of 
their ancestors ; they are psychologically independent, 
before being socially so, of a powerful group 
organization. On the other hand, they have not yet 
assimilated in the new culture. Without being comple- 
tely Americanized, they have for the most part lost 
any national feeling other than American. They live 
in a marginal situation and are exposed to a greater 
degree to the social evils, owing to their lack of 
adaptation to society. 

This period in the history of the assimilation of a 
group is equally full of dangers for its religious life. 
When religion is linked with adherence to a group, 
if there is nota deep personal faith, practice disappears 
easily once the group has been left. Even when the 
national spirit is not closely linked with religion, as 


2?) The Church and Neighborhood Conservation — the experience 
of a group of Chicago pastors, ed. National Conference of 
Catholic Charities, Washington D.C., 1955, p. 5. 


occurs among Italians and Puerto Ricans for in- 
stance, the second generation is still in danger. With 
the first immigrants, the lack of religious practice 
did not always imply a loss of faith, but the same 
cannot be said of their children. A youth of 16 or 
17 whose parents are Italians or Mexicans and who 
no longer goes to Sunday Mass is nearer to losing the 
Faith than his father or grandfather were. In the 
early part of the roth century in European cities, a 
substantial part of the working classes practised their 
religion, in spite of lamentable social conditions. 
Religious practice disappeared rapidly as a result of 
social or psychological obstacles, but for a long time 
the Faith was alive**). Now, after three or four 
generations, faith itself is attacked, and frequently 
baptism, religious marriages and funerals are rather 
a social tradition than an expression of faith. It is not 
infrequent to find in the working class districts of 
great Huropean cities a Sunday practice of 10 or 
evens 4,7" 


2. SOCIOLOGICAL EVOLUTION 


The American nation is no mere myth. It is a reality 
and it forms a whole, quite homogeneous and 
conscious of its reality. Nowadays the American 
people is awake to its international role. Since the 
first World War this role has continually increased 
and by the mere fact, the consciousness of a respon- 
sibility has grown. Among the Catholics the sense 
of an international responsibility is also in develop- 
ment. Until recently few Americans have been in the 
field of foreign missions. In 1951 the total of Ameri- 
cans missioners ovetseas was 4,375. Of them 2,474 
were priests or brothers, and 1,901 were sisters. This 
is about 2% of all American priests, brothers and 
sisters*°). Belgium, for example, with 5 times less 
Catholics gives 7,277 missioners; 3,977 priests or 
brothers, 3,116 sisters and 184 laymen, without 
counting 1,400 old missioners**), 

The Maryknolls, the Columban Fathers, the Jesuits 
and many others have now more and more missio- 
ners in Africa, Asia and South America. The National 


8) See the author’s work: Les paroisses de Bruxelles 1803— 
1857, législation, délimitation, démographie, équipement, ed. 
Institut de Recherches Economiques et Sociales, Louvain 
1955. 

29) See various studies on the European cities: 

Daniel, Yvan, Aspects de la pratique religieuse a Paris, Ed. 
Ouvrieres, Paris 1952 

Houtart, Fr., Les Paroisses de Bruxelles 1803—1951, Louvain, 
1955 

Gros, Lucien, La pratique religieuse dans le diocese de Marseille, 
Ed. Ouvr., Paris, 1954 

Labbens, Jean, Les 99 autres, Ed. Vitte, Lyon, 1954 

Groner, Dr. Franz, Kirchliches Handbuch, Band X XIII 1944 — 
1951, K6ln 1951 

Katholiek Amsterdam, een schets van zijn kerkelijke en sociale 
ontwikkeling, Katholiek Sociaal-Kerkelijk Instituut, ’s-Gra- 
venhage. 

80) Maryknoll, Sept. 1952, p. 20. 

31) Annuaire des Missions de Belgique, 1955, p- 11. 


Catholic Welfare Conference (N.C.W.C.), created 
during the first World War, has increased its many 
international activities, especially in the fields of 
relief and immigration. Several offices of the 
N.C.W.C. exist now in Europe and the participation 
of its leaders, as also of the leaders of the National 
Conference of Catholic Charities (N.C.C.C.), in many 
Catholic international organizations has a growing 
importance. 

This does not mean that the problems of internal 
unity and ethnic absorption are entirely solved. The 
number of persons born abroad is still fairly high. 
In Chicago in 1950 it amounted to 526,058 out of a 
total of 3,600,000. It is chiefly the new groups which 
set the classic problems of immigrant cultural assimi- 
lation: the Mexicans and Puerto Ricans. 

After 1930, the great European immigration came 
practically to an end. To begin with, the economic 
crisis and the war prevented the admittance of 
numerous immigrants, although a certain number 
were admitted after the war. Then, the drastic laws 
promulgated during the last twenty years opposed 
serious obstacles to European immigration, particu- 
larly from certain countries. Those affected are those 
who ate in greatest need of emigration facilities: 
Italy, Germany, Holland, whose quotas are very 
reduced and whose emigrant population is mostly 
Catholic. 

Since 1930, a particularly rapid assimilation of the 
American population as such has been taking place. 
Taking Chicago as an example, we observe that in 
1930 there were 842,000 persons born abroad out of 
a total of 3,376,000. Let us note here that assimilation 
in the U.S.A. is greatly facilitated by the whole 
sociological and psychological context of the nation 
itself. In contrast with other countries, like Canada, 
no ethnic group has preserved the majority in any 
defined region. In Canada, the province of Quebec 
and a few others have a quasi-totality or a strong 
minority of French origin with autonomous institu- 
tions closely bound to one another. In the U.S.A., 
all the ethnic groups have been distributed in diffe- 
rent parts of the country and different cities without 
any particular preponderance, either geographical or 
institutional. No doubt, some regions and cities had 
a majority of people of a specific origin, but the fact 
never influenced the region or the institutions to the 
extent of making the culture or language different. 
The contrary may be observed in the State of Rio- 
Grande do Sul in Brazil, where immigrant communi- 
ties of German, Polish or Italian origin, settled in 
definite regions, installed their own institutions and 
continue to speak their own language alongside 
Portuguese. 

Before 1930, the immigrant groups which were 
gradually being assimilated were still kept up by new 
atrivals. Thus, the Germans and even more so the 
Poles and Italians, continued to exist as groups. At 
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the present time the situation is altering rapidly, as 
new arrivals are a rare occurence. 

Assimilation to the American nation and its culture 
has also been encouraged by the fact that to succeed 
in the U.S.A., a person must be really American. 
Minority and foreign groups had little chance, if they 
chose to remain closed, of climbing in the social or 
economic scale. This created a tension even within 
the groups: on the one hand, there was the desire to 
subsist as a national group, and on the other, the 


necessity for assimilation. This tension had a marked 


influence on religion and caused losses to the Church. 
In certain minority groups the clergy made strong 
efforts to retain the native culture and tradition, and 
adopted at times a violent attitude in the face of a too 
rapid assimilation, or any degree of it. In opposition, 
the active and dynamic elements and the young who 
had arrived as children with their parents or had been 
born in their new country, did their utmost to 
become real Americans as soon as possible in the 
full meaning of the term. 

In the States, persons of the second, and quite 
certainly of the third generation are truly assimilated. 
A few exceptions may be found, but as a rule they 
count for very little. 

The same phenomenon occurs among Catholic 
immigrants. They too have little by little been 
absorbed by their American environment and have 
become thorough Americans. It is even striking to 
note the rapidity with which customs and traditions 
of their native countries disappear. The consciousness 
of American nationality has grown in them. Never- 
theless, there remains in the American nation, among 
Protestants and others who profess no religion, a 
fairly strong prejudice against Catholicism as a non- 
American religion. The result among Catholics, 
owing to their progressive assimilation and the 
existing prejudice, is a very natural one: they must 
prove that a good Catholic can be a good American. 
This very frequent feeling is sometimes even un- 
conscious, but a glance at Catholic papers and 
reviews, as well as at certain articles or books on 
Catholicism, shows that it is one of the leitmotivs of 
the action of Catholics in the country*?). It manifests 
itself at times as an emotive reaction. It is necessary 
to understand its origin in order to form an objective 
judgment. 

The desire to prove that a good Catholic can be a 
good American has undeniable advantages, likewise 
some disadvantages. There is a tendency towards an 
almost non-critical acceptance of all values which 
form the basis of ,,Americanism’’. At times it is 
slightly irritating to witness the often childish faith 
of the American people in their institutions. Nothing 


82) See in Catholicism in America, Hartcoutt Brace & Co., 
New York, 1954, the article by John Cogley: ,,Catholics and 
American Democracy”, pp. 73—96, which explains this 
state of things. 
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This map shows that the 140 national parishes of Chicago are almost all located in the industrial districts. The American workers have always had many more 
parishes in their districts than the European workers. 203 
LOCALISATION DES PAROISSES NATIONALES PAR RAPPORT A LA REPARTITION DES INDUSTRIES A CHICAGO, Cette carte montre 
que les 140 paroisess nationales de Chicago se trouvent presque toutes dans des quartiers industriels. Les ouvriers américains ont toujours eu beaucoup 
plus de paroisses dans leurs quartiers que les ouvriers européens. 
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This map indicates the movement of the German - born population and the fact that numerous German parishes are located in sections of the city from which the Germans have 


moved. 


LOCALISATION DES PAROISSES NATIONALES ALLEMANDES ET REPARTITION DES PERSONNES D’ORIGINE ALLEMANDE A CHICAGO EN 1950. Cette 
carte indique le mouvement effectué par la population d’origine allemande et que de nombreuses paroisses allemandes se trouvent dans des quartiers d’ou les allemands ont 
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émigrés 
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The circles represent each parish of the city according to its Sacramental Index. Thus the map gives an idea of the distribution in the city of the Catholic population, 
REPARTITION DE LA POPULATION CATHOLIQUE A CHICAGO, ESTIMEE PAR L’INDICE SACRAMENTEL DE 1950. Les cercles indiquent chaque 205 
paroisse de la ville, exprimée par son indice sacramentel. La carte donne ainsi une idée de la répartition dans la ville de la population catholique. 


American can be wrong. When the same attitude is 
found among Catholics, it is somewhat embarrassing, 
and a little disquieting. 

One of the great American values is material success. 
From the beginnings of the foundation of the nation, 
Puritanism had made of material success a blessing 
from Heaven, This conception was furthered by the 
action of capitalist magnates and it ended by pene- 
trating the whole mass of the people. ,,There was 
something wrong, wrote Maynard in his Story of 
American Catholicism, with those who did not 
get on ina land so full of opportunities”, and again, 
,ssuccess was established as the national religion.”’*) 
It is certain that in the realm of economy, success 
and increasing production are the result of human 
effort and power of organization which are very 
praiseworthy, but on the level of religious values, 
the position is more delicate. The apparent failure of 
the missions of the French Jesuits among the Indians 
and their martyrdom were surely the origin of 
numerous graces for the Church in the U.S.A. 
However, it cannot be said that American Catholics 
resist with complete success the temptation to believe 
that the Kingdom of God must expand in an exterior 
and visible way. One sometimes gets the impression 
that the Church, in order to take its place in the 
American nation, must express itself in mighty 
visible structures. Is not this the reason for those 
imposing rectories, schools with striking facades and 
immense religious buildings, or for the fact that it is 
considered the proper thing for the pastor in a great 
city to own a Cadillac or a Buick ? Is it not significant 
that it is impossible to open a diocesan paper without 
reading that Bishop X has blessed such and such 
a school which has cost so many hundred thousand 
dollars, that such and such a priest has just finished 
his rectory at a cost of tens of thousands, that the 
first stone has just been laid of a $ 300,000 parish 
church? In this context, the invisible values of 
spiritual life and poverty disappear, and are even 
deleted from the scale of values usually accepted. 
The assimilation of Catholics has given them a rise 
in the economic and social scale**). Such a mobility is 
much more developed and rapid in the U.S.A. than 
in Europe. The first immigrants, as we have seen, 
settled in industrial districts. The accompanying map 
of Chicago, showing the distribution of national 
parishes with relation to industries, is very significant 
in this regard. (See figure 9). In most cities of the 
East and Middle-West there is an almost exact 
coincidence between industrial districts and national 
parishes. It shows that Catholic immigrants arriving 


83) Thid, p. 421 and p. 428 (Traduction frangaise pp. 306—307 
et p. 312). 

34) See Washburne, Norman F., lnterpreting Social Change in 
America, Doubleday and Co., Inc., New-York, 1954 and 
the article of John J. Kane, “The Social Structure of American 
Catholics”, in The American Catholic Sociological Review, 
Vol» XVI, Match 1955, Number 1, pp. 23—30. 
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in the U.S.A. settled in the working class districts as 
close as possible to the factories. After assimilation 
they tended to leave these districts for the better 
sections of the city. During the last twenty years 
this movement has become very accentuated among 
Catholics. The example of the German group in 
Chicago is very noteworthy. (See figure 10). 
Geographical mobility is, as we have seen, linked 
with vertical. It is the result of improved economic 
circumstances and therefore means that the Catholic 
population has taken a step forward economically. 


FIGURE 12 


| 
nd 


POPULATION CHANGE 
BY SQUARE MILE 
IN CHICAGO 
BETWEEN 1940 AND 1950 


o|e|e| 
@\e 


e 
ry 


@ Popuration increase 


© PoPuLaTION DECREASE 


@ 
= 
nae 


1990 POPUCAT 3396,808 
1950 POPULATION 4.620.962 
4960-30 INCREASE 224134 


. S| 3 


@|- |e)» |e/elele|o/é 
@\@ e\ ce. 


aa 


BOOOOmOOK 


Comparison with figure 11 reveals that it is precisely the districts preponderantly 
Catholic that are emptying. During this period the population of Chicago increased by 
224 000, of which more than 214 000 were Negroes. 
CHANGEMENTS DE POPULATION DANS LA VILLE DE CHICAGO PAR 
MILE CARRE, ENTRE 1940 ET 1950. La comparaison avec la figure 11 permet de 
constater que les quartiers 4 prépondérance catholique sont précisément ceux qui se 
vident. Durant cette période 4 Chicago il y eut 224,000 personnes en plus, dont plus de 
214,000 noirs. 


There has been a gradual distribution of the Catholic 
population over the whole class structure. This 
success becomes evident in the undertaking which 
the Church is now able to set on foot and also in the 
material help it is able to give the missions. It seems 
also that this sociological change has had an influence 
on the last presidential elections, for an important 
part of the Catholic electorate which has been tradi- 
tionally Democratic, moved over to the Republican 


party. 


The urban movements of the Catholic population 
ate shown by two maps giving the distribution of 
the population in Chicago. The first concerns the 
Catholic population, and was drawn according to a 
rather special method. As the exact population of the 
parishes of Chicago was not known, it was necessary 
to discover an index denoting the population as is 
explained in the commentary on the map. The second 
map indicates the movements of the population in 
the city between 1940 and 1950. It reveals that these 
changes affect many of the districts where the 
majority of the Catholics are living*). (See figures 11 
and 12), 


3. ADAPTATION OF THE CHURCH’S STRUCTURES 


When the immigrants landed on the American 
continent, the Church with few exceptions, provided 
them with the necessary framework for their 


FIGURE 13 


NUMBER OF FOREIGN BORNS BY NATIONAL ORIGIN IN CHICAGO, 
ACCORDING TO US CENSUSES 1850 - 1950 
( THE NATIONAL GROUPS WITH AN IMPORTANT PERCENTAGE OF CATHOLICS ONLY ) 


240 000 240000 
220 000 220 000 
200000 200 000 
180 000 180000 
160 000 160 C00 
140 000 ~ 140 000 
120 000 120 000 
100 000 100 000 
80000 60 000 
60 000 60 C00 
40000 = Bey SN 40 000 
“NS 

. ~ : : 

if Sa, 

- _— 
20000 20 000 


ATuaNIAN 


After 1930, all the curves descend, indicating the end of the European immigration. In 

the United States this means in fact, an assimilation of these groups. 

NOMBRE D°IMMIGRANTS, SELON LEUR ORIGINE, A CHICAGO, D’APRES 

LES RECENSEMENTS DE 1850 A 1950 (UNIQUEMENT LES GROUPES NATIO- 

NAUX AYANT UN POURCENTAGE IMPORTANT DE CATHOLIQUES.) 

Aprés 1930 toutes les courbes descendent, indiquant la fin de. ’immigration européenne. 
Aux U.S.A cela signifie en fait une assimilation de ces groupes. 


religious life. As the groups increased in importance 
in the country, and particularly in the cities, the 


35) Between 1930 and 1940 in metropolitan areas, suburbs 
increased by 16.9% and cities 6.1%. Between 1940 and 1950 
the figures become respectively 34.7% and 13%. It is 
necessary here to note that in a city like Chicago in the years, 
1940 to 1950, out of an increase of population of 224,000, 
214,000 were Negroes. 
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By comparison with the preceding graph, it is seen that, in opposition to the assimilation 
found there the structures of the church prolong their existence beyond the sociological 
fact of the first generation immigrants. 

EVOLUTION DU NOMBRE DES PRINCIPAUX GROUPES AYANT UN POUR- 
CENTAGE IMPORTANT DE CATHOLIQUES A CHICAGO, 1850—1950. La 
comparaison avec le graphique précédent permet de voir que contrairement 4 |’assimilation 
exprimée par celui-ci, les structures de ]’Eglise se prolongent au dela du fait sociologique 
des immigrants de la premiére génération. 


parishes grew in proportion. Taking Chicago as an 
example, we note that on the graph of foreign born 
settling in the town, the curve of national parishes 
follows very closely that of the immigrants. It 
shows that the Church with its organizations was 
from the start an active factor in the sociological 
evolution of the American nation. We have seen that 
the process of assimilation began early to play a part 
in this evolution and developed very rapidly during 
the last twenty years among persons of European 
origin. How does this affect the Church’s under- 
takings? (See figure 13). 

If we look at Chicago, which is truly representative 
of the great American cities, such as New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Boston, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Pittsburg and Buffalo, where we have had occasion to 
verify our observations, we must admit that the 
structures of the Church are far from keeping abreast 
of the second stage of the sociological evolution. 

In Chicago even now, nearly 50°%, of the parishes are 
national. In 1953 out of 284 parishes in the city 
itself, 140 were national. In the course of 100 years, 
i.e., since the foundation of these parishes, only 8 
have altered, by taking another nationality or beco- 
ming territorial, or else remaining the personal parish 
for a specific group, but with also jurisdiction over a 
definite territory. Yet there is no doubt that the great 
changes due to assimilation and geographical move- 
ments which affected the population of Chicago 
during these 100 years, called for a much greater 
degree of adaptation. (See figure 14). 

What happens in national parishes once the group 
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has evolved or even left the district? Very often an 
evolution occurs within the parish itself; gradually 
it adopts English as the current language. The 
sermon is occasionally preached in that tongue, until 
the time comes when English is universally employed 
for instructions, confessions and devotions. For a 
while the parish priests are members of the national 
group, then little by little American priests who do 
not even know the native language of the group are 
appointed to the parish. This is an excellent method 
of progressive adaptation, though it naturally meets 
with certain difficulties in practice. However, from 
the point of view of jurisdiction, a greet many of 
the parishes, while in fact assimilated, remain perso- 
nal parishes and retain jurisdiction over a specific 
group. 

This is an important fact, as it has serious conse- 
quences, not purely juridical or canonical. Who is to 
determine the responsibility of the clergy and 
particularly of the pastor for the district surrounding 
the parish? This has no limited territory; other 
territorial parishes are in existence in the district 
where it functions. Who then is responsible for the 
district? Who will make a parochial census? Carry 
out the apostolic work competently? These are 
some of the problems which the evolution of modern 
times has posed in a very acute manner in the cities 
where a whole network of national parishes stretches 
over the territorial ones. We have seena French parish 
in Chicago of which the parish priest is named 
Fitzpatrick and the curates Bandorz and Wachowski. 
Needless to say, there is not a single Frenchman left 
in the district and the parish simply ministers to the 
people who live in the neighborhood. In the same 
city there is a German parish in the middle of a 
Negro quarter and it has an entirely colored congte- 
gation. 

Tt also happens that the national clergy, not aware 
enough of the problems of assimilation, delay the 
latter and uselessly prolong the life of their parishes. 
In the centre of certain cities, some national parishes 
persist only half alive, while at their side other 
groups are formed which are completely devoid of 
any ecclesiastical organization. 

In the centre of Chicago, where the presently 
Mexican .sections have only one parish, there are 
various small parishes of different nationalities; 
Czech, Slovak, Lithuanian, etc. The Mexican parish 
performs mote baptisms and marriages than any of 
the other parishes of Chicago, while the neigh- 
boring churches have only a small number. These 
churches ought to be turned over to the use of the 
people of Mexican origin. 

In other cases, dying city parishes attempt by 
artificial means to retain their parishioners, even 
when these have moved out to the suburbs. This is 
a dangerous policy and the occasion of numerous 
lapses. 
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As a general rule, Protestant churches in the cities of 
the U.S.A. find it extremely difficult to retain their 
congtegations. Most of them, with the exception of 
the Lutherans and Episcopalians, have no territorial 
organization. In other words, when the members of 
a church move into another part of the town, they 
still remain attached to their church. As a result, 
there is a progressive dispersal of the community, 
sometimes over a distance of ten or more miles. 
There is no surer means of killing all community 
spirit. How can a common spirit keep together 
persons who are scattered throughout a city like 
New York or Chicago? How can the clergy keep 
track of their flock or visit them or retain any 
permanent contact in such conditions ? 

It often happens that Protestant ministers of various 
denominations recognize in this fact one of the social 
causes with most influence on the disintegration of 
their communities), For this reason they envy the 
Catholic territorial organization, as much better 
adapted to the needs of metropolitan life with its 
continual changes. Under a system of this kind, the 
Christian who leaves his district automatically leaves 
his parish and is included in a new one. These facts 
were recognized by a seminar of religious sociology 
at the University of Chicago, most of the members 
of which were Protestant ministers*’). 

Father Thomas J. Harte notes in his book: ,,The 
Sociology of the Parish”: ,,As for the future of 
national parishes in America, one may safely predict 
that their numerical strenght and importance will 
decline rapidly under present immigration policies. 
Even among the French Canadian, probably the 
most adamant of all groups in resisting assimilation, 
there are clear indications that the younger generation 
is dissatisfied with its isolation. Moreover, the dual 
system of parish organization now in use has led to 
endless administrative confusion, so that there is 
now an obvious reluctance on the part of ecclesiastical 
authorities to erect new national parishes. This is 
apparent in New York, for example, which has 
chosen to care for the increasing number of Catholic 
Puerto Rican immigrants through existing territorial 
parishes, rather than create new language parishes*®).” 
Finally, let us note that the sociological reality of the 
parish has also undergone a profound transforma- 
tion. In his book on the urban parish, Fr. Fichter, 
S.J., aptly remarks that the parish, and especially the 


88) See Kincheloe, Samuel, Te American City and its Churches, 
New York, Frenship Press, 1938, p. 95. See also Wilbur C. 
Hallenbach ,,The Organization of Religion” in American 
Urban Communities, New York, Harper and Bros, 1951, 
Pp. 476—495. 

87) For an general view on American Protestantism see the 
excellent article of Prof. Dr J. P. Kruyt, »Het kerkelijk- 
godsdienstig leven in de Verenigde Staten”, page os 
Bulletin (Amerika-nummer) 8e jaargang 1954, No. 

38) “Racial and national parishes in the United Stans 

C. J. Nuesse and Thomas J. Harte, The Sociology of the eee 
The Bruce Publ. Company, 1950, p. 164. 
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immigrant parish, was a simple and strong commu- 
nity with direct social relations. Nowadays city 
parishes are made up of complex and secondary 
associations®). 

These changes in human relationships within the 
urban area affect parochial life equally. Georg 
Simmel, the German sociologist, had already studied 
this aspect at the beginning of this century and the 
following remarks can be applied to the priests in 
charge of urban parishes: 

If the unceasing external contact of number of 
persons in the city should be met by the same number 
of inner reactions as in a small town, in which one 
knows almost every person he meets and to each of 
whom he has a positive relationship, one would be 
completely atomised internally and would fall into 
an unwishable mental condition.’’*) 


4. CONVERSIONS TO CATHOLICISM 


Each year witnesses a considerable number of 
conversions to the Church among Americans. Their 
annual number for the last 8 years surpasses 
100,000. In 1953 it reached 116,000. It can therefore 
be said that in the course of the last 10 years more 
than a million Americans have been converted to the 
Catholic Faith. 

If we are to grasp their significance, these figures 
must be interpreted from the point of view of the 
evolution of Catholicism. They certainly show a 
vitality. On the other hand, when studied closely, 
we note that the conversions are mainly located, 
either in the Negro sections of the Northern and 
Eastern cities, or in certain Southern regions, or else 
in a few parishes where a better organized effort is 
made. In fact, it cannot be said that there is any 
important conversion movement towards Catholi- 
cism, except perhaps among the Negro population 
of the large cities. 

In Chicago, for instance, an average parish counts 
15 to 25 conversions in a year, most of them the 
result of mixed marriages. In 23 urban Southern 
parishes, 75% of all adult conversions came from 
the same source, according to Father Fichter‘). 
Nearly 30% of the new converts of Chicago are 
Negroes, who represent only 14% of the population. 
If we consider these figures from a parochial point of 


view, we observe that out of a total of 284 parishes, 


only about 15 are located in Negro sections. These 
Ij, tepresenting 6 or 7%, provide 30% of the 


89) Fichter, Joseph, S.J., Social Relations in the Urban Parish, 
The University of Chicago Press, 1954. 

40) Simmel, Georg, Die Grosstadt und das Geistesleben. Ed; 
Theodor Petermann, Dresden, 1903 — quoted by Louis 
Wirth, in ,,Urbanism a Way of life’, Reader in Urban 
Sociology, The Three Press, Glencoe, Illinois, 1951; p. 39. 
41) Fichter, S.J., Joseph H., Social relations in the Urban Parish, 
The University of Chicago Press, 1954 p. 76. 


conversions’), This points to the extraordinary 
possibilities latent in the Negro population. The 
Church missed its first chance of converting them 
after the Civil War, but now it has a second, owing 
to the migration of Negroes to the North. (See 
figure 15). 

In the rural districts, conversions are relatively rare. 
They are more difficult, and in view of the scarcity 
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Each parish is represented according to the number of adult baptisms. It is in the Negro 
neighborhoods that the largest number of conversions takes place. The other parishes 
have relatively few. 

REPARTITION DES CONVERTIS A CHICAGO PENDANT L’ANNEE 1950. 
Chaque paroisse est exprimée d’aprés le nombre de baptémes d’adultes. C’est dans les 
quartiers noirs que se retrouve le plus grand nombre de conversions. Les autres 
paroisses en donnent assez peu. 


of Catholic priests, it is hard to see how, under 
present circumstances, they can possibly increase. 
Some dioceses have made very special efforts, and 
in each case, as for example in the diocese of Raleigh, 
N.C., and San Diego, Cal., the results have been 
most satisfactory. An enquiry made by the Catholic 


42) In the past decade around 75,000 Negroes have been 
converted in the U.S.A. This is only 8 % of conversions made. 
This indicates the location of most of the Negro converts in 
the Northern and Middle-Western Cities. 
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Digest, which is, however, to be taken with pru- 
dence, showed that of all religious groups in the 
U.S.A., the Catholics have the least spirit of conquest. 
To the question: Have you tried to convert others ? 
67% of the Baptists, 39%, of the Presbyterians, 56% 
of the Methodists, 53 °% of the Episcopalians, 49% 
of the Lutherans, 32% of the Congregationalists, 
replied in the affirmative, but only 28% of the 
Catholics. The enquiry ended with the conclusion 
that if the Catholic Church made so few conversions 
while its possibilities were so much greater, it was 
because the missionary zeal of the laity was not 
called upon at all. The author added: ,,It is as obvious 
as the nose on one’s face that a small band of 45,000 
priests cannot personally reach 80 million churchless 
people. It is bad enough that even the clergy have 
never made any systematic effort. It becomes, 


FIGURE 16 
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The inquiry of the Catholic Digest asked: have you already tried to convert some one? 
The graph gives the percentage of the different religious groups. The Catholics come’ in 
last place. 
LES CATHOLIQUES FONT-ILS LA CONQUETE DES ETATS-UNIS? L’enquéte 
du Digeste Catholique avait comme question: avez-vous déja essayé de convertir 
quelqu’un? Ce graphique donne le pourcentage des différents groupes religieux. Les 
catholiques arrivent en dernier lieu. 


however, nothing short of sheer tragedy, somber, 
and unrelieved, when the priests make no organized 
effort to enlist the millions of our laity. It is only 
through them that the spiritual void in the lives of 
80 million countrymen can be filled 4%)”. (See 
figure 16). 


IV. SOCIOLOGICAL LOOK ON THE FUTURE 


Until twenty or so years ago Catholicism in America 
was sustained by a constant influx of European 
immigrants. This has now come to an end, and 
although it has been partly replaced by the arrival 
of Mexicans and Puerto Ricans, neither in numbers 
nor religious vitality does this new contingent 
represent a reinforcement of much value for the 
Church. 

During nearly a century, the incessant arrival of 
immigrants has caused a progressive increase in 
American Catholicism, but the Church has now lost 
this precious element of growth. 


=) The Catholic Digest, June 1953, p. 5. 
210 


Moreover, owing to the fact, that an enormous 
majority (more than 80%) of Catholics have settled 
in the cities, the net reproduction rate‘) is not in 
their favor. It is true that since the war one may 
take a slightly more optimistic view of the reproduc- 
tion rate in urban centres, but it would be vain to 
expect more than the bare preservation of the 
human species in the cities. If they were not supplied 
from the rural regions, they would suffer a serious 
decrease of population*). Now the rural districts 
from which the Catholic population was drawn were 
Kuropean; the American countryside has a very 
strong Protestant majority. Catholicism has therefore 
been deprived of the population reserve which it 
had at its disposal until 25 years ago. 


It is only now, that the Catholics are experiencing 
the full consequences of the urbanization and evolu- 
tion of the city population. Its chief manifestation is 
the destruction of local groups due to assimilation. 
This, no doubt, had existed as a factor during the 
past decades, but it has been singularly accentuated 
by the global evolution of social relations, and it can 
no longer be counteracted by the arrival of new 
immigrants, maintaining the existence of constituted 
groups and their institutions. 


For a long time, an important part of the social 
disintegration of urban life had been avoided, 
thanks to the conservation of certain local commu- 
nities, but now their former barriers no longer exist. 
It must be said here that the Church in the U.S.A. 
is in a stronger position to resist this disintegration 
than the Church in Europe at the time of the general 
urbanization. In European cities, the religious 
structures failed to follow the development of urban 
ones, and there was a great scarcity of priests and 
parishes. In the U.S.A. on the contrary, the Church 
is equipped to meet this social fact. If only it were 
more conscious of this! A few enlightened bishops 
have erected numerous parishes of small size in the 
suburbs of the great cities, at Detroit and Minnea- 
polis, for example, which is an excellent adaptation 
to the present movement of Catholics. 


This factor of disintegration acting on the Catholic 
community has been and still is the occasion of 
numerous losses. True, it is relatively rare that 
Catholics pass over to Protestantism, particularly 
in the cities. But they swell the number, already 
impressive, of persons professing no religion, and 
living in a paganism, that is respectable, because 


44) ,,The net reproduction rate represents the number of 
daughters a cohort of 1000 female infants beginning life 
together would have during the course of their lives if the 
cohort were subject to both the birth and death ‘rates at 
each level, which prevailed at the time specified”? 16th 
Census of the United States, 1940: Population, 1944, p. 3. 
4) The urban net reproduction rate was for the period 
1905—1I910: 93.7; for the period 1935—1940: 72.6. Between 
1941 and 1946 it was 97.6. 


electrified, motorized and cultured“), Father Fichter 
S.J. calls them the ,,dormant Catholics” and in the 
studies he has made in the urban parishes estimates 
their number at about 40%. 

We know very little about the church attendance of 
the Catholics in the United States. Just a few surveys 
have been done and they don’t have all the same 
value. We already developed the subject in an article 
of Lumen Vitae (Vol. TX, 1954, no. 3). Here is a 
part of it, concerning the Sunday observance. 

A recent investigation undertaken by the Catholic 
Digest with regard to religious practice among 
American Catholics resulted in the following figures: 
62% for regular religious practice every Sunday, 
12% for once or twice a month, 8% three times a 
month, and only 18% not at all.4”) 

These figures must be taken with caution, for as a 
matter of fact, the method of enquiry employed is 
particularly delicate when applied to the religious 
question. Sunday Mass is a serious obligation for a 
Catholic, and to ask him if he is entirely or only 
partially faithful to it is asking for a confession. 
According to the same investigation, Catholics of 
over 17 years of age should amount to 23.7 millions 
in the States. This number, too, could be disputed. 
If we take the number baptized in the Catholic 
Church as our basis, it is certain that the percentages 
given above are far higher than the reality. But what 
is the reality? It is difficult to discover; some 
examples may help us. 


SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE 
a. The large cities of the East and Middle-West. 


It is in the big cities of the East and Middle-West 
that the Catholic population is most numerous in the 
United States and it is also in this region that the 
population is most dense. In it are the cities of New 
York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington, 
Pittsburg, Detroit, Chicago, South Bend, St. Louis, 
Milwaukee, and Minneapolis-St. Paul. The material 
at our disposal for the evaluation of religious 
practice is greatly reduced. 

In the diocese of New York, which comprises the 
peninsula of Manhattan, Bronx, and extends a little 
beyond into the suburbs, but is separate from 
Brooklyn, an investigation was carried out some 
months ago by the Chancery Office. The results have 
not been published, but from reliable sources we are 
assured that the number of attendances at Mass on 
the Sunday of the enquiry, was 500,000. Now, the 
number of Catholics given in the Catholic Directory 
is 1,319,000. It would seem, however, according to 
calculations based on a comparison between births 


46) Last year a Protestant poll claimed 4 millions converts 
during the last decade from Catholicism to Protestantism, but 
this evaluation did not have any scientific basis. 

47) The Catholic Digest, December 1952, Col. XVII, No. 2, 
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and baptisms in the same diocese that we ought to 
estimate the number of baptized Catholics as at least 
1,600,000. The percentage of Sunday observance 
would therefore come to about 30%. For a large 
city like New York, with all its social and moral 
problems, the figure is a respectable one, but un- 
fortunately, clergy and laity are under many illusions 
on this point and believe ina much higher percentage. 
Only the publication of the results of the enquiry in 
their entirety could bring about a better sense of the 
reality. 

At Chicago some parochial investigations have been 
catried out. Practically none of them could be 
undertaken on the basis of the total population of a 
parish, for that figure is not known. 

In one parish in Chicago‘) situated in a neigh- 
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Mass attendance and communions in a parish of assimilated people in Chicago. One may 
notice the difference between the mass attendance of Christmas and of a common Sunday 
and between the mass attendance and the reception of the communion. 

NOMBRE DE FEMMES, D’HOMMES ET D’ENFANTS AYANT ASSISTE A LA 
MESSE ET RECU LA COMMUNION DANS UNE PAROISSE DE CHICAGO 
(Noél 1952 — Dimanche 21 Juin 1953), Pratique religieuse et réception de la Communion 
dans une paroisse américaine de population assimilée 4 Chicago, On remarquera la 
différence entre la pratique de Noél et celle d’un dimanche ordinaire et celle entre la 

pratique dominicale et la réception de la communion. 


borhood where the population is assimilated and, 
therefore there is no problem of a national minority, 
and where 65% of the middle class families own 


48) Houtart, Fr., Parish Survey in Chicago, 1953. 
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their own houses, attendance at Mass on Christmas 
Day was compared with that on an ordinary Sunday. 
Attendance on the ordinary Sunday was shown to 
be 72% of the attendance at Christmas, but this 
figure was respectively 64.83 % for men and Bre 
for women. It is quite certain that all the baptized did 
not come to Mass on Christmas Day. On the 
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REPARTITION PAR SEXE DES ADULTES AYANT ASSISTE A LA MESSE 
DANS UNE PAROISSE DE CHICAGO (NOEL 1952 ET DIMANCHE 21 JUIN 
1953), 
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SEX DISTRIBUTION OF ADULTS,HAVING RECEIVED THE HOLY COMMUNION , IN 
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REPARTITION PAR SEXE DES ADULTES AYANT RECU LA COMMUNION 

DANS UNE PAROISSE DE CHICAGO, NOEL 1952 ET DIMANCHE 21 JUIN 1953. 

The percentage of men, especially having received the Holy Communion is quite low. 

Le pourcentage des hommes, surtout dans la réception de la Communion est relativement 
peu élevé, 


ordinary Sunday, the adults were divided as follows: 
61.91%, women and 38.09% men, while there is an 
equal number of men and women in the district. At 
Christmas, the percentage only varied by 0.8% in 
favour of the men. This notable difference between 
religious practice of men and that of women will 
be still more accentuated when we consider the 
communions. (See figures 17, 18 and 19). 

In the same parish, the custom is that the parents 
accompany the child to the altar at the time of its 
first communion, In 1952 on that occasion it was 
found that 50% of the fathers and between 35% 
and 40% of the mothers had not been to the 
sacraments for more than a year. 

The chaplain of a hospital in the same city estimated 
that a third of the Catholic patients had not practised 
their religion for at least 5 years. 

These few indications, in addition to other facts 
concerning marriages or religious instruction, permit 
us to suspect the existence of grave difficulties in 
Chicago. And yet, our percentages are probably 
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optimistic. We must recollect that the number of 
parishioners given by the parish priests of the city 
in 1950 — a million — seems to be lower than the real 
figure. A calculation based on the proportion of 
baptisms with regard to births, and of Catholic 
funerals with regard to deaths, makes us think that 
there are at least 1,500,000 Catholics in the city. 


b. The large cities in the South 


From the religious point of view, we may make a 
distinction between two kinds of towns in the 
Southern States. On the one hand, there are the 
towns with an overwhelmingly Protestant majority, 
such as Atlanta in Georgia, Birmingham in Alabama, 
Memphis in Tennessee, and on the other hand, a 
certain number of towns in Louisiana and Texas in 
which the Catholic population is larger, either 
because of French colonization, or owing to the 
presence of inhabitants of Mexican origin. For the 
former group of towns we do not possess many details 
concerning the religious practice of the Catholics‘), 
For the second group, we have a few facts. 

New Orleans was the site of the famous investigation 
published in Fr. Fichter’s book: Southern Parish). 
This enquiry was the subject of numerous commen- 
taries, and we know that the author was not authori- 
zed to publish the three last volumes of his work. 
There is no doubt, however, that the data concerning 


' the religious practice are worthy of credence, even if 


some Criticisms could be made as to method and 
presentation. According to Fr. Fichter, a general 
enquiry gave a percentage for the city of 46.09% 
of attendance at Sunday Mass. The average of the 
parish under survey is better, since it amounts to 
57-43% of tegular attendance, 14.73°% monthly, 
8.56% half-yearly, 7.779% yearly attendance and 
11.51% of total absenteeism. It must be noted, 
however, that Fr. Fichter’s enquiry applied only to 
those persons considered as ‘parishioners,’ and not 
to the total number baptized in the Catholic Church. 
Other elements of the enquiry in this parish, clearly 
indicate that, if this latter basis had been adopted, 
the results would have been sensibly different. 

At San Antonio, in Texas, a rapid survey made in 
several parishes situated in the Mexican neighbor- 
hoods revealed a Sunday attendance of between 15 
and 20% of the total population of these parishes. 
It is quite probable that a similar situation exists in 
most of the Mexican sections of the towns in Texas, 
New Mexico or Arizona. 


c. The big cities of the West. 
The Western American towns are younger than their 


49) The census of St Patrick in Washington D.C. gives 76% 
of regular Mass attendance — Harold Fosselman, Transitions 
in ie Development of a Downtown Parish, Washington 1D oc oaes 


50) ries Joseph H., S.J., Southern Parish : The dynamics of a 
city Church, Chicago, The University of Chicago Press, 195I. 
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sisters in the East and South. Los Angeles had 11,000 
inhabitants in 1880, while New York then had nearly 
2millions. Their sociological characteristics are rather 
different, especially as concerns immigration. Most 
of the inhabitants of these towns are Americans of 
the second or third generation, if not more. The 
Asiatics and Mexicans are exceptions to this. Certainly, 
there are immigrants from Europe of the first 
generation and especially Italians, but in a far 
smaller proportion than in the cities of the East. 
This fact explains the small number of national 
parishes. 

In San Francisco, the archiepiscopal Chancery causes 
the Sunday attendances to be counted twice a year. 
Each parish must send in the number of men, 
women and children present at the different masses. 
The utilization of this material, which is so important 
for a real knowledge of the situation in the arch- 
diocese has, however, not been carried very far. 
Also, the absence of exact information as to the 
number of baptized renders all calculations very 
difficult. The Chancery estimates the practice of the 
city of San Francisco to be about 35 °%, while other 
estimations are lower. 

At Los Angeles up to now there has been no enquiry 
ot investigation of any kind. Some estimates based 
on a direct knowledge of pastoral problems allow 
us to say that, probably, religious practice of 
Catholics on Sundays does not go beyond 40%. The 
diocese of San-Diego in California, not far from the 
Mexican frontier, has a Catholic population of 
185,000. For the last two years the bishop has held 
a general mission (drive) in his diocese, with a view 
to bringing back the lapsed Catholics and to make 
the Faith known to non-Catholics. This effort alone 
has brought back 4,784 Catholics. The average 
percentage of practice probably does not rise higher 
than that of the two towns previously quoted, San 
Francisco and Los Angeles. 


d. The small towns. 


In the small Americans towns, the percentage of 
Catholics varies very much from one place to 
another: it may vary between 90% and a mere 4 
ot 5%. Generally speaking, however, the religious 
ptactice of the small towns is far higher than 
that of the large cities. Especially when there is 
a small number of Catholics, the social control of the 
group is stronger and is a great help to a more 
regular practice. The contact between clergy and 
faithful is facilitated. There may be some exceptions, 
and a certain little towns in Arizona will have less 
than 50% of practising Catholics. Often it is a 
matter of national groups: Mexicans, Italians. In a 
small university town in Indiana, Bloomington, 
where there ate only 1,200 Catholics among 28,000 
inhabitants, the practice is estimated with a fair 
amount of certainty as being 75%. 


In his remarkable study on the diocese of St. 
Augustine, Father George A. Kelly gives for the 
Catholics of Florida, who are 87°% urban, a rate of 
70% of regular Mass attendance™), 


e. The country districts. 


Contrary to most of the European countries, 
American Catholicism is mostly urban. It is in 
the towns that most of the European immigrants 
are concentrated and also in them that the insti- 
tutions of the Church have been developed most 
rapidly. At the present day, the country is, from 
the Catholic point of view, completely neglected. 
The cries of alarm of Mser. Ligutti, director of the 
Catholic Rural Life Conference, are well founded. 
The proportion of American villages which possess a 
Catholic church is small, and rarer still are those which 
have a resident priest. There was a time when for 
Catholics to emigrate to the country meant an almost 
inevitable loss of the Faith. Some exceptions exist: 
Polish and French Canadian Catholics have peopled 
a large number of villages and small towns in New 
England and the villages in Louisiana contain a high 
percentage of Catholics. In this situation, the lone- 
liness of numerous Catholic families has made reli- 
gious practice and instruction very difficult, and 
indifferentism, as well as going over to Protestan- 
tism, are not unusual. 


V. MAJOR FIELDS OF ACTION. 


We may ask ourselves what are the chances of survival 
and development of Catholicism in the States? The 
future has to be considered seriously. American 
Catholics live in an atmosphere of optimism and are 
not under the burden of a defensive attitude like in 
Europe. This optimism has not to be lost, but needs 
to be less artificial. Optimism is not synonymous 
with illusions. The grace of God is able to transform 
the world, but it must find some correspondence 
among men. On this level a sociological analysis is 
legitimate and even necessary. 

It is of course not possible to consider all the aspects 
of the Catholic Church in the United States. We 
would like to insist on four major fields open to the 
action of the Church in the country. 


1.THE URBAN PARISH 


In the mostly urban American Catholicism, the system 
of national parishes has been a very good adaptation 
to the immigrants’ problem. Now the system has to 
be adapted and a structural reform is necessary. In 
almost every great city of the States the problem 
exists, It is not an easy one. It demands studies of the 
urban structure of the various cities in order to adapt 
adequately the new parochial structures. A day to 
day policy does not bring any rationalization in the 
field and only a general plan can give a solution. 


51) Kelly, G. A., Catholics and the Practice of the Faith. Washing- 
ton D. C., 1946. 
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American cities are always changing. It is not only 
an adaptation of the national parishes which is 
needed, but also a perpetual revision of the territorial 
parishes. The extension of the suburbs, for instance, 
asks the creation of many small parishes; the con- 
struction of new high-ways suppose the revision of 
parish boundaries, etc. 

Finally the internal conception of the urban parish 
must be adapted. The book of Father Fichter, S.J. 
Social relations in the Urban Parish gives matter to 
reflexion. The parish in our modern city needs to 
be organized, not only to answer the demand, but 
for a teal apostolic and missionary action. This 
supposes a great unity of action among the parish 
priests and a total vision of the apostolate, not only 
confined to the parish. It requires also a better 
comprehension of the urban structures and an effort 
in the liturgy. It finally demands a poorer clergy, less 
attached to comfort, days off and vacations, and with 
an apostolic inquietude exceeding the office hours 
and the parlors’ limits. 


2. THE RURAL DISTRICTS 


At the end of 1954, a meeting of responsible Pro- 
testant authorities pointed out the profound 
dechristianization of the countryside and attributed 
it to the widespread lack of spiritual care available 
to persons in the rural districts, and particularly 
to the scarcity of clergy in these regions. What 
is the position from the Catholic point of view ? 
Numbers of Americans in rural areas live in actual 
paganism. They ate therefore susceptible to receive 
the message of the Catholic Church, if it is brought 
to them. Indeed, it is not an easy task, but is the 
task of the apostolic mission ever easy ? The studies 
and publications of the Catholic Rural Life Confe- 
rence have tried for many years to attract the atten- 
tion of American Catholics to this problem. Perhaps 
certain of its expressions have alarmed urban Catho- 
lics or even provoked negative reactions, on account 
of emphatic language excusable in the struggle which 
it is carrying on. And yet it performs one of the 
essential tasks of the Church on the North American 
continent and has already good results to its credit®”). 
Fifteen years ago, a congregation of country 
missionary priests was founded, which shows a real 
desire to tackle the problem. Numerous nuns have 
also devoted themselves to an itinerant catechization 
in the countryside, but so far there does not seem 
to be generalized effort in this direction. 


3. THE NEGROES 


The colored population of the U.S.A. numbers about 
15 millions. At the end of the Civil War (1863) they 
were 4 millions. According to various estimations, 


52) See Ligutti, Rt. Rev. Msgr Luigi, and Rawe, Rev. John, 
S.J., Rural Roads to Security, The Bruce Publishing Company, 
Milwaukee, 1940. 
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the number of Catholics among them was then 
between 100,000 and 200,000), The permanent 
Commission created by the Third Plenary Council 
of Baltimore, to aid the Negro and Indian missions, 
gives for 1888 the figure of 138,213 Catholics 
among the Negroes. In 1953 their number was 
420,590. In other words, 100 years ago, Catholics 
represented between 2.5 °% and 5% of the colored 
population, and now they only amount to 2.8 %°*). 
There were 25 exclusively colored churches in 1890, 
105 in 1917 and 228 resident missions in 1941°). No 
real systematic effort has been made to facilitate 
Negro conversion. 

The history of American Catholicism explains this 
to a considerable extent. For long years it struggled 
with serious internal difficulties, raised by the 
multiplicity of national groups and their progressive 
assimilation. Living to a certain degree in ghettos, 
the Catholic could not always respond to various 
problems that were posed on the national level. But 
unfortunately deep racial prejudices also played an 
important role here. 

During the last 15 years, which witnessed an ever 
increasing migration of Negroes towards the cities 
of the Middle-West and the East (see figure 20) a 
greater interest was aroused, due to the fact that the 
Negroes settled, not always without difficulties, in 
districts already provided with Catholic parishes, 
schools and social organizations. Theodore Maynard 


FIGURE 20 


NUMBER OF FOREIGN BORN AND NON-WHITE POPULATION IN CHICAGO,ACCORDING TO 
U.S CENSUSES 1850-1950 AND WITH PROJECTION FOR THE PERIOD 1950-1970 
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The Negroes are taking the place of the immigrants in the cities. This is an important 
fact, from the catholic point of view, since the Negroes are Protestant, whereas a good 
part of the immigrants were Catholic. 

EVOLUTION DU NOMBRE DES PERSONNES NEES A L*ETRANGER ET DES 
GENS DE COULEUR A CHICAGO D’APRES LES RECENSEMENTS DE 
POPULATION DE 1850 A 1950 ET PROJECTION DE CETTE EVOLUTION 
POUR LA PERIODE 1950—1970. Les noirs dans les grandes villes prennent la place 
des immigrants. Du point de vue catholique ce fait présente une grande importance, 
car les noirs sont protestants, tandis que parmi les immigrants une bonne partie étaient 
catholiques. 


53) See Butsch, “Negro Catholics in the United States”, The 
Catholic Historical Review, I (1917), pp. 33—51- E 
54) In ,,The American Apostolate”, Friendship House, USA. 
The Newman Press, Westminster, Maryland, 1952, p. 104. 
55) Gillard, John, Colored Catholics in the United States, 
Baltimore, The Josephite Press, 1941, p. 134. 


could write: “It is true that the 3rd Plenary Council 
of Baltimore, meeting in 1884, arranged for a general 
collection once a year for the Negro and Indian 
missions. But even this was not sufficient. And by 
then action had come almost too late. The richest 
potential field the church had in America was left 
untilled; therefore it remains unharvested... The 
whole story has been told with a wealth of details 
by one of their members, (St. Joseph Missionary 
Society) Father John T. Gillard, in his book 
Catholic Church and the American Negro. It makes sad 
and indeed shamefuel reading). 

One of the most striking signs of this failure is the 
almost complete absence of colored clergy in the 
U.S.A., while the native clergy are flourishing in 
Africa and include members of the hierarchy. In 
1953 there were 57 American Negro priests; 9 were 
in foreign missions and 3 came from outside. Among 
the sisters the situation has not been much better. 
In 1951 there were 9 Negro professed sisters, 18 
novices and 9 postulants. Since the 4 past years a 
real effort has been made. We find now 40 Negro 
professed sisters, 23 novices and 13 postulants. 
Needless to say; the Negro apostolate has known 
and still knows magnificent apostles in the U.S.A. 
Such are the members of ,,Friendship-House’’. It is, 
however, humiliating to realize that frequently 
priests and congregations formed for African 
missions must exercise their apostolate among the 
American Negroes, as the S.V.D., the society of 
African Missions and the Fathers of the Congrega- 
tion of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (from Scheut 
in Belgium). Once more we are obliged to admit 
that the Catholics as such have made little efforts 
to evangelize the Negroes. 


4, LIFE ENVIRONMENT 


In a society as complex as ours, as specialized in 
diverse functions, new conditions of life and insti- 
tutions develop. Men cease to live merely in their 
district or village; they are absorbed by the function 
which they fulfil, and the framework of their life is 
made up of their work, transportation, leisure, 
education, etc. These environments acquire institu- 
tions, and the spread of socialization, due to the 
increase of men on the earth, and the progress of 
material civilization, becomes more marked. A new 
set of values is created which comes into conflict 
with the Christian one. This conflict is the principal 
cause of the existence of ,,marginal Catholics” as 
Father Fichter calls them. They still practise their 
religion in certain occasions, but their concrete 
attitude is divided between two sets of values. 

Religious life, like human behaviour in general, is 


56) Maynard, Th., Story of American Catholicism, pp. 187 
(traduction frangaise, p. 279). We suppose that Maynard 
makes allusion to Father Gillard’s book: Colored Catholics in 
the United States, Baltimore 1941. 


influenced by the functional sphere in which a man 
works and spends a great part of his life. It is there- 
fore important, even essential, for the religious life 
of the masses, that the whole environment of their 
lives should be orientated in a Christian direction. If 
not, it will become an active element of dechristiani- 
zation. 

The problem is a very important one for the U.S.A. 
Obviously, the parochial organization as such does 
not provide an answer. The only solution would be 
to train the laity, enabling them to assume the 
charge and control of their environment and 
institutions. 

At the present time, this is so much the more im- 
portant as the Catholic population is becoming 
more and more completely assimilated. 
Consequently the properly American institutions 
will have on it a growing influence, and, on the other 
hand, Catholics will also make their presence felt 
to a greater degree in these institutions. 

Although the organization of the city parishes is far 
superior in this country to that of Latin countries, 
it is clear that the parochial organization as such does 
not meet the new problems. 

Up to the present the work of training the laity for 
this specific task and not only as auxiliaries to the 
priests, has not developed to.a great extent in the 
U.S.A. Very little has been acomplished, because the 
gtavity of the problem has remained unnoticed. A 
few groups have been formed under the inspiration 
of priests with apostolic zeal, and they give grounds 
for hope, because they show an understanding of the 
need for moulding the very structures of American 
life to a Christian pattern®’). Certainly, special efforts 
are being made in the United States to give a 
spiritual formation to the laity. It would suffice to 
mention the impressive number of retreats conducted 
throughout the country. In 150 houses of retreat for 
men, an estimated 200,000 make their retreat each 


year. There are also numerous movements for the 


youth (e.g. the Catholic Youth Organization) or for 
adults (e.g. Knights of Columbus, with about 900,000 
members, Holy Name Society, Altar and Rosary 
Society). There are Labor Schools, Newman Clubs 
(for Catholics in non-Catholic colleges), Alumni Clubs 
ot Associations for Catholic high schools and 
colleges. We find a real advance in the media of mass 
communications (e.g. in radio and_ television: 
Bishop Sheen), 

We must also note the important efforts of Catholic 
magazines and reviews. The efforts of lay Catholics 
has been especially great in the field of opinion 
magazines, and papers, as the Commonweal, Integrity, 
the Catholic Worker, Work and Today. Some other 


57) We think especially here at the Association of Catholic 
Trade-Unionist (ACTU), the Catholic Labor Alliance (CLA), 
the Christian Family Movement (CFM), the Young Christian 
Workers (YCW and the Young Christian Students (YCS). 
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reviews have a noticeable influence on the Catholic 
thought, like America and Social Order. For a mass 
penetration there exist Exsension, Sign and Jubilee. 
Finally, the organization of Catholic Charities and the 
federation of different services of an educational, 
charitable and social nature (National Catholic 
Welfare Conference) deserve special mention. 
However it must be acknowledged that a response 
suited to the transformation which modern society 
has undergone and which the fact of urbanization, 
in particular, illustrates, is lacking. Actually this 
demands a veritable revolution in the very concep- 
tion of the apostolate. How could it be otherwise 
when the need arises from a revolution in society ? 
It has become an absolute necessity to bring about 
associations of the laity according to their social 
status, that they may exercise a Christian influence 
on the actual structures of society. 

These associations imply a specialized apostolate. 
You cannot form in the same way young workers, 
doctors, union leaders and town planners, if you 
want them to act in their milieu, with all the specific 
problems that this involves. Father Fichter, in con- 
cluding his study on the subject, declares: ,,In a 
highly specialized industrial society it is evident that 
this type of association among lay people is both 
logical and necessary*’).” 

There is, moreover, another prerequisite for this 
Catholic Action in urban society, and that is the 
autonomy which lay people should have in this 
field. It is a question of forming laymen who have 


their own personal responsibilities, and not simply 
laymen who prolong the work of the priest. Father 
Fichter points out that it is precisely this that is 
wanting in the apostolate of the American city: 

It may be noted here that one of the greatest 
obstacles to the restructuring of lay organizations in 
urban parishes seems to lie in the traditional rela- 
tionship between priest and people. In most 
instances, initiative and authority lie firmly in the 
hands of the priests, and this is probably because 
ultimate responsibility is also the priest’s. The 
principle of self-direction and of lay responsibility, 
basic to the modern concept of the organized lay 
apostolate, runs contrary to this tradition®®*).” 


None of these four fields of action open to American 
Catholicism has been exploited in a systematic and 
conscious fashion up to the present. Yet in all four 
apostles are at work. It is certain that there are 
immense possibilities in the organization of the 
urban parishes, in the conversion of the rural areas, 
of the Negroes and in the christianization of the 
structures, institutions and milieux of life in American 
society. It is to be hoped that with the grace of God 
the power of adaptation to new circumstances which 
has characterized American Catholicism in the course 
of its history will again find Carrolls, Gibbons, 
Cabrinis, and a great many other apostles, unknown 
but dynamic, who will carry on the work. 


58) Fichter, S.J., op. ci#., pp. 151-and 152. 
59) ,Ibid., p. 163. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONTEST ON THE POPULATION 
PROBLEM OF UNDERDEVELOPED AREAS 


N THE OCCASION OF ITS TENTH ANNIVERSARY IN 1956, THE CATHOLIC INSTITUTE FOR 

Social-Ecclesiastical Research (Netherlands branche office of the International Catholic Institute for 
Social Research) has set a prize-subject for an essay on the population problem of the economically under- 
developed countries, being enabled thereto by the Netherlands Catholic daily paper “De Volkskrant’’ 
at Amsterdam, by whom the prize is offered. The Pax International Publishing Company Ltd at The 
Hague bears the costs of preparation and administration of the contest. 


The questions posed, which are fully introduced in this issue of Social Compass, run as follows: 


1. What social, economic and cultural means can be employed to ensure that during the development of the economically and technically 
underdeveloped areas the changes in the social structure, which will inevitably occur, will not result in religious and moral desintegra- 
tion, but that the communities in question will be guided towards a social structure satisfying the requirements of complete human 


well-being ? 


. Assuming that the population increase in these areas will be so rapid as to cast grave doubts on the efficiency of the means suggested 


as a solution for 1 above, how can the population growth itself be influenced to the extent necessary to guarantee the effectiveness 


of these means ? 


The solutions proposed to the above problems must comply with the requirements of Catholic principles and at the same time must 


be effective from a positive scientific point of view. 


Participation in this prize-contest is open to all and is governed by the following conditions: 


Ts 


All manuscripts which offer a scientific contribut- 
ion to the elucidation of the problem set, come 
into consideration for the prize. On account of 
the geographic extensiveness of the region laid 
down in the questions, those manuscripts will also 
be considered, which give a monograph of the 
subject as applied to a confined area, on condition 
that this monographic study forms a valuable 
contribution to the solution of the problem in its 
generality. 


. Manuscripts to be considered for the prize must 


have a length of at least 50,000 words and must 
be submitted, in typewriting and five-fold, before 
June ist, 1957. The participants may write in the 
following languages: English, French, German, 
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Japanese, 
Chinese, Bahasa Indonesia or Dutch. 

All manuscripts must be accompanied by a 
summary of each chapter in English; this summary 
must have a length of at least 10% of the chapter 
in question. Title and text of possible charts or 
graphs (in draft) and tables must be given in 
English as well as in the original language. 


. Groups and institutes, as well as individuals, may 


compete, on condition that where a group or 
institute takes part it should be represented by 
one person only. Members of the Catholic 


Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical Research and of 
affiliated institutes may contribute only with the 
permission of the General Director and without 
competing for the prize. 


. The manuscripts must be submitted anonymously 


but must bear a motto, which is to be reproduced 
on a sealed envelope joined to the manuscript 
and containing both name and address of the 
author as an individual or as a representative of a 
group or institute. 


. If the scientific demands are satisfied, prizes to 


an amount of U.S. $ 5,000.— will be awarded on 
the understanding that the prize may be granted 
to one person only or be divided between at most 
three participants. 


. Members of the jury are the following persons : 


Prof. Fernando Bastos de Avila (Rio de Janeiro) 
Prof. Colin Clark (Oxford) 

Prof. William Gibbons (Baltimore) 

Mr Beltie Shah Gilani (New Dehli) 

Msgr John O’Grady (Washington) 

Mr Paul David Kidaha Makwaya (Dar-es- 
' Salaam) 

Prof. H. H. Knaus (Vienna) 


217 


Canon Prof. Jacques Leclercq (Louvain) 
Prof. S. de Lestapis (Paris) 

Prof. J. Mertens (Rome) 

Prof. Ludwig Neundérfer (Francfort) 
Prof. A. Oldendorff (Nijmegen) 

Mr Tatsuki Sakamoto (Tokyo) 

Dr Joh. Schauff (Geneva) 

Prof. G. H. L. Zeegers (The Hague) 


Secretary of the jury: 


Prof. G. H. L. Zeegers, 28—30 Paul Gabriel- 
straat, The Hague, Netherlands. 


Assistant-secretaries : 


Dr J. Godefroy 
Dr B. van Leeuwen 
Mr C. M. Thoen 


. As regards the award of the prize(s) the jury will 
decide by majority vote before December 
31st, 1957. Its decision with the reasons therefore 
will be published in the organ of the Catholic 


The Hague, June rst, 1955 


Institute for Social Ecclesiastical Research “Social 
Compass” and sent to all. 


. The contributor of the winning manuscript 


renounces all rights to publication in any language 
to the Catholic Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical 
Research, the Volkskrant and the Pax International 
Publishing Company. In case of publication the 
winner will receive 15 copies of his paper. If no 
publication has taken place two years after the 
award of the prizes, the winner has the right to 
publish himself. 


. Further information is to be obtained from the 


Catholic Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical 
Research, 28—30 Paul Gabrielstraat, The Hague, 
Netherlands. 


Pror. G. H. L. ZEEGERS 
General Director of the Catholic 
Institute for Social- 
Ecclesiastical Research 
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Introduction to the international contest on the population 


problem of underdeveloped areas 


by Prot. Gor Loe ZREGERS 


I 


THE BACKGROUND OF THE CONTEST 


HE IOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CATHOLIC 

Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical Research will 
take place in 1956, and to mark the event in a fitting 
manner the Institute intends to proceed with a plan 
on which it has been working for some time, 
namely to conduct an International Contest aimed 
at developing a universal Catholic approach towards 
a problem, which in the next few decades is likely 
to become one of the most vital problems in the 
world — the pressure of population in under- 
developed areas. 
Social-scientific reflections on the many problems, 
chiefly of a religious and social character, which 
arise from demographic development especially in 
the under-developed areas, has impressed upon the 
Institute the need for developing a universal 
Catholic approach to this problem, and the Institute 
has become specially equipped to take the initiative 
in this matter because of the experience it has gained 
over the last few years from the tasks which it has 
undertaken. 
The second part of this introduction is taken up 
with the scientific considerations which were taken 
into account when deciding on the subject for the 
Contest, but the following is a brief review of the 
special factors which led the Institute to take the 
initiative. These factors stem mainly from the inter- 
national position which the Institute holds on 
account of the nature of its work, and the fact that 
the Institute has attained such a position is in itself 
ptoof of the international aspect of the social- 
ecclesiastical problems. 


The development of the Catholic Institute for Social 
Ecclesiastical Research 


The Institute was established in the Netherlands in 
1946, developing from a study group which had 
already been working for some time. It was set up 
as a centre for research and planning in the social 
field and its aim was and is to study religious and 
social life, with a view to arriving at practical 
conclusions for use in pastoral care, in the social 
activities among Catholics and in the apostolate 
among non-Catholics. To this end the Institute 
makes use of such social sciences as sociology, 


sociography, demography, statistics, social psycho- 
logy etc. 

The Institute’s only aim is to serve Ecclesiastical 
authorities by enabling them to base their policy as 
far as possible on an exact knowledge of the social 
situation to which that policy refers. The highest 
Ecclesiastical authorities have repeatedly expressed 
their approval of the work of the Institute and by 
numerous commissions have shown that they 
recognise its great practical significance. 

The Institute, which owes its existence to the 
dynamic development of modern life, directs its 
activities particularly to the future, because it 
recognises that this development will have incalcul- 
able consequences for the Church. It analyses the 
social structures, both national and international, 
and makes a study of the actual and the optimum 
position of the Church within the framework of 
these structures. On this basis the Institute sums up 
the problems with which Catholics are faced and 
indicates the systematic means by which the task of 
the Church can be fulfilled. 

A survey could be made of the activities of the 
Institute in this connection by examining the reports 
made by it on behalf of numerous Catholic authori- 
ties. These reports cover the adaptation, i.e. adapta- 
tion of methods, manpower and apparatus, of the 
ordinary and extraordinary pastoral care to actual 
and expected needs and include studies on religious 
vocations, the religious practice of Catholics, mixed 


marriages and divorce, social structure of the parish 


etc. 

Along with these studies go those of a mote technical 
nature, such as the planning and situation of church- 
buildings, the mapping out of parishes etc. The 
Institute attaches much importance to the studies of 
the position of Catholics in society, e.g. the position 
of Catholics among the occupational classes, their 
position among graduates etc. These studies are 
made with a view to planning Catholic education 
both qualitatively and quantitatively. 

The immediate starting point for these studies is to 
be found also in those projects for social development 
(industrialisation, plans for agricultural development, 
emigration or immigration) which have a bearing 
on the social position of Catholic groups and de- 
mand a dynamic adjustment of the whole Catholic 
apparatus. The drawing up of demographic and 
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socio-economic “prognoses” forms the basis of the 
whole field of this research. \ 

The activities of the Institute are always based on 
fundamental scientific research, e.g. by means of 
direct contact with the Universities, scientific 
conferences etc., but its own applied scientific 
research has the practical aim of serving the concrete 
needs of the Church and of each of the important 
Catholic social groups. The Institute considers its 
work constitutes a scientific apostolate. 


Internationalisation of the Institute 


From the beginning the direction of the Institute has 
realised that the Church’s most vital problems are 
international in nature and extent. This derives in 
the first place from the universality of the Church 
itself and in the second from the increasingly world- 
wide extent of the political, economic and socio- 
cultural problems. Recently a Catholic publicist 
rightly recalled these words of General Smuts: 
“Every problem that is not expressed in world-wide 
terms is badly expressed and for that reason 
insoluble’. 

If it is to develope in a way adapted to the essential 
circumstances of the present day, the Catholic social 
ecclesiastical research must be so organised as to 
have an institutional, international and centralising 
character: 

institutional because only within the institutional 
framework can permanent teams of specialists be 
formed, an up to date technical apparatus be guaran- 
teed and experience be accumulated to form a 
scientific and moral reserve; 

international because social dynamics are, to an 
increasing extent, breaking through national frontiers 
with the result that vital Catholic problems appear 
ever more urgently to be international problems and 
Catholics now have increasingly more opportunity 
to take upon themselves tasks implied in the universal 
character of their religion; 

centralising because of the need to economise in the 
use of scientific ways and means and representation 
in international ecclesiastical and secular organs will 
be thus more powerful. 

Experience has shown that this form of social 
research is essential. The fact that the Catholic 
Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical Research displays 
this structure, is not the result of the deliberate aim 
of its direction but of pressure from without. A 
short survey of the two phases, which have marked 
the international development of the Institute and of 
the structure resulting therefrom will we hope show 
this to be the case. 

The first phase of international development of the 
Institute has been the response given to requests for 
permanent social-scientific assistance in regions in 
which Catholics are in difficult circumstances. 

The first developments in this direction brought the 
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Institute into contact with the problem of Catholic 
refugees in German and Austria and especially in the 
district of the German diaspora. In order to give a 
constructive answer to the pressing problem as to 
how pastoral care and the apostolate should be 
organised, the Institute drew up a plan for pastoral 
bases in the German diaspora for the hundreds of 
thousands of Catholics driven from their homes and 
settled in the former Protestant districts of Schleswig 
Holstein and Lower Saxony. Taking into account 
the fact that the distribution of Catholic refugees is of 
a kind which precludes normal parochial pastoral 
care, the Institute suggested the setting up of a 
number of pastoral bases at appropriate places from 
which regular priests can come to the assistance of the 
ovet-burdened diaspora priests. This plan for setting 
up pastoral bases is now in process of execution. It 
has a threefold task: 


a. the practice of extraordinary pastoral care; 
b. the establishment of retreat-houses; 


c. the performance of charitable and apostolic 
services, 


which cannot be performed by the separate parishes. 
The German branch of the Institute is permanently 
participating in this planning and has also devoted 
itself to the whole range of refugee problems both 
for present and future. 

The presence of similar problems in Austria led to 
the establishment of the Institute at Vienna. The 
profound revolutionary changes in the political, 
economic and cultural fields, which took place in the 
first and second world wars in Central and South- 
East Europe have altered radically the position of 
the Church in these regions and especially in the 
ancient centre of Vienna. It is of the greatest 
importance both for our times and the future, that 
the Church should occupy a position of great 
interior strength in this focal point of a large part 
of Europe. When the historic moment arrives, in 
which the peoples of East Europe can once more 
control their own fate, the Church must be prepared 
to assume again its thousands-year-old function as 
guarantor of a social and cultural balance. 

In the difficult process of regeneration, which the 
Church must go through in Austria and especially 
in Vienna, during Austria’s transition from a feudal 
past to the new social structure, the Catholic Institute 
for Social-Ecclesiastical Research is fulfilling its 
scientific function in the service of the Church, with 
the greatest encouragement from the Austrian 
Hierarchy. 

One consequence of the concentration of the forces 
both intellectual and material, of the universal 
Church is that those countries, which have at their 
disposal an abundance of scientific knowledge and 
equipment and especially a highly developed 
scientific organisation, can place these means at 


the service of Catholic communities which are 
lacking in them. 

The Institute then has a function to fulfil in respect of 

the whole North European diaspora. The isolated 
diaspora church can draw upon the enormous amount 
of help available only when the needs of that section 
of the Church have been revealed by scientific 
analyses. This help will be necessary for systematic 
development. 
The foregoing is sufficient to define the European 
function of the Institute. But the problems of the 
Missions and the population problem connected 
with them, wherein the migration problem occupies 
a central position, cover a much larger geographic 
area. 


Problems of the Missions 


The first article in the first issue of Social Compass 
was a sutvey of the importance of sociological and 
sociographic research in the mission areas. This 
resulted from the numerous pressing requests 
received from the missionaries to give social- 
scientific information — information which could 
serve as a foundation for the work of the apostolate 
in a rapidly changing society, for the creation of new 
forms of social apostolate in the spirit of the latest 
Encyclical on the Missions and for the organisation 
of new forms of assistance from the Church in the 
West. These are more than ever necessary now that 
secular and even anti-religious bodies are con- 
cerning themselves with the interests of the po- 
pulation of the Mission areas. 

The enormous task which faces the Church in the 
Mission field demands then a bold strategy. In this 
regard the position of Africa demands special 
attention. This rapidly developing continent will 
have to decide within the next future whether it 
will join in the Una Sancta or whether its proletariat, 
millions strong, is to descend to the level of an anti- 
religious humanism, which easily leads to commu- 
nism. 

The undersigned has recently visited Hast and 
Central Africa, to lay the first foundationsof a las- 
ting co-operation between the mission authorities 
and the mission sociological research. 

With this end in view he investigated the possibility 
of establishing an experimental station in the area to 
assist the Missions in solving the social problems 
arising from the new situation. The importance of 
this experiment is that not only it may contribute to 
a solution of the problems of the area in which it is 
located, but also that it may show the way for the 
development of other regions of Africa. 

Similar plans are being studied for the island Flores 
in Indonesia and for New Guinea. It is quite obvious 
that applied mission sociological research, aiming at 
planned assistance can only be developed within the 
international framework of the research organisation. 


Population Problem 

When the International Catholic Migration Com- 
mission (I.C.M.C.) decided to hold a Congress at 
Breda in the Netherlands in 1954 it called upon the 
Institute to undertake the entirely scientific prepara- 
tion for the Congress because of the special studies 
the Institute had made into migration problems. 
The Institute willingly complied with this request 
and endeavoured to ensure that its scientific contrib- 
ution would be so relevant as to theory and practical 
organisation that it would give the Congress a truly 
operational character. As a consequence _ this 
Congress was different from many other Congresses 
where too much time had been given over to 
speeches and the social activities at the expense of the 
matter under discussion. 

As a result of the insight into the vastness of the 
world population and the place occupied therein by 
international migration which it thus obtained, the 
1954 International Catholic Migration Congress at 
the instigation of influential American quarters 
decided to set up a permanent International Catholic 
Research Institute to devote itself to the study of 
these problems. 

The resolution concerning this subject, drawn up by 
Working Group VI, contains among other things 
the following recommendation: “The Congress 
recommends ... in order to guarantee the efficiency 
and continuity of Catholic research concerned with 
migration and population problems, that an appro- 
piate Catholic research institute be established”’. 
Moreover the resolution contains recommendations 
for the working programme and organisation of the 
Institute, which must be such as to guarantee the 
independence and integrity of its scientific work. 
When introducing his resolution the Chairman of 
Working group VII (Documentation and Research), 
the Rt Rev. Msgr John O’Grady pointed out that 
the Catholic contribution to research in the popula- 
tion and migration fields has lagged far behind that 
of many non-christian institutes and especially of the 
U.N. organisations. 

The Catholic Institute for Social-Ecclesiastical 
Research has, by its activities, already become an 
organisation of international standing. But as a 
result of the afore-mentioned resolution preparations 
are now being made to give it an official status in the 
international field. 

Meanwhile the Institute has been invited by several 
groups within the O.I.C. (“Organisations Internatio- 
nales Catholiques”) to organise an international 
Catholic congress in the next time for the study of 
the task to be fulfilled by Catholics in under- 
developed areas. This will be in line with the 
Institute’s aim of concentrating the intellectual and 
material reserves of the Catholics all over the world 
on the most vital problems facing the Church 
to-day. 
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The importance of demographic research 


Today Church’s essential task — the conversion of 
the peoples of the world to Christianity — has a 
special significance because of the West’s respons- 
ibility for the material and cultural welfare of the 
non-Western peoples and because of the diabolical 
mission which is being carried on amongst them by 
the communists. 

This situation stems mainly from the unprecedented 
demographic development in the greater part of the 
non-Western world. Both the secular organisations 
of the West as well as Russian-Chinese communism 
appear to have determined their policy towards the 
population problem. Millions of Catholics are 
certain that only the Church can lead the peoples of 
Asia and Africa to their true destiny, but there is no 
concrete and constructive Catholic policy towards the 
many and varied questions inherent in the world 
population problem. 

The moral treasures of the Church, however, can be 
used to guide Catholics in their activities towards 
solving these problems. The knowledge necessary 
for this task can be gained only by intense study and 
exploration of fields hitherto unknown, by the 
application of scientific results to social and ethical 
norms and by adjusting these norms to the new 
situations. The greatest challenge in the world today 
can be successfully answered by Catholics, only if 
apostolic ardour is combined with the greatest 
factual knowledge. 

The Institute, through its international work, has 
become conscious of the inadequacy of Catholic 
scientific knowledge of society. It therefore seeks to 
stimulate in the Catholic students of the positive 
sciences an interest towards the vital problems, the 
solution of which will have an inestimable spiritual 
significance. To this end the Institute is conducting 
an international contest, which deals with the 
population problem of the economically and technic- 
ally underdeveloped countries. It hopes thereby to 
contribute not only towards overcoming the lack of 
interest and activity of Catholics in the population 


problems but even to establishing Catholic leader- 
ship in this field. 


I 
INTRODUCTION TO THE CONTEST 


This dissertation, which introduces the subject 
chosen for the contest, does not attempt to throw any 
new light on the population problem of the under- 
developed areas. Its purpose is to set out an hypo- 
thesis which can be used as a basis for the answering 
of the questions set. In this way it may be possible to 
avoid the use of the alternative hypotheses, which 
can be formed as to the future demographic develop- 
ment in these areas and to its economic consequences. 
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As our starting point we have chosen the population 
projections prepared by the United Nations Organi- 
sation and published on the occasion of the Popula- 
tion Conference held at Rome in 1954. Every 
prognosis is subject to the two reservations: “rebus 
sic stantibus” and “ceteris paribus”. It is not 
impossible that the development of the world’s 
population during the next decades will take a quite 
different course from that forecast by the experts of 
the U.N.O., for instance, if the economic and 
political consequences of the expected increase in 
population lead to a world catastrophe. But such 
considerations are here irrelevant. To think and act 
rationally one must make use of advance calculations 
as bases for action. This also is the spirit in which 
this prize-subject has been formulated. There is, 
therefore, no point in attacking the demographic 
assumptions which we have taken as our starting 
point. The same applies to the economic implications 
of the population increase, which we have summari- 
sed briefly in this introduction. Here also widely 
differing views are possible. The Institute would 
nevertheless appreciate it if these developments, as 
put forward here, were taken for granted. These are, 
after all, the expectations which, in its opinion, are 
shared by the majority of international experts. 


The criteria 


Great parts of Asia, Africa, Latin America and 
Oceania are generally accepted as underdeveloped 
areas. It may be asked whether any purpose is served 
by classing together under the general concept 
“underdeveloped”, areas so extremely different in 
their geographic and climatic character, inhabited by 
peoples with widely divergent political and social 
structures and having equally divergent material and 
spiritual cultures. For among these areas are the 
monsoon regions of Eastern Asia and the semi-arid 
African parklands; Java with its dense population 
and the sparsely populated Congo basin; the 
Trustee Territory of Ruanda Urundi as well as 
independent India; Christian Bolivia and Mohamme- 
dan Pakistan. 

Nevertheless on closer consideration the term under- 
developed can be readily used. The national econo- 
mies of all these areas described as “underdeveloped” 
are characterized by the total lack, or the minimal 
use, of modern technical means of production, by a 
very low labour productivity and frequently by a 
lop-sided agrarian structure. In many under- 
developed countries there is hidden unemployment 
and the marginal product in agriculture is either nil 
or is less than the cost of maintaining the surplus of 
agricultural workers. The inhabitants of these 
countries — who form more than two thirds of the 
total population of the earth — live in a continual 
state of undernourishment and in some areas are 
subject to periodically recurring famine. 


Table 1. Calorie supplies measured against requirements 
(Calories per person per day)!) 


Sars difference 
estimated 
Country recent level requirements (per cent of 
requirements 
(1) (2) G) (4) 
India 1.700 2.250 — 24.4 
[Robs (8 Seen 1.920 2.540 — 24.4 
French North 
Africa . 1.920 2.430 — 20.9 
Tanganyika 1.980 2.420 — 18.2 
Mexico 2.050 2.490 — 17.6 
Ceylon 1.970 2.270 — 13.2 
Switzerland .. 3.150 2.720 + 15.8 
United Kingdom 3.100 2.650 + 16.9 
United States 
of America 3.130 2.640 + 18.5 
Australia ; 3.160 2.620 + 20.6 
New Zealand . 3.250 2.670 + 21.7 
Argentina . 3.190 2.600 + 22.7 


In all these underdeveloped countries, the same 
problem faces the responsible governments, namely: 
how to break the vicious circle of a weak national 
economy which leads to hunger, sickness and lack of 
energy, which in their turn impede the economic 
development. 

The description underdeveloped as used here, is 
based exclusively on economic and technical criteria, 
and as such can be employed without the least 
suspicion of moral judgment. Some figures showing 
the calorie or protein consumption per head of the 
population, or details of the occupational structure 
and of the labour productivity, are sufficient to 
indicate that a country falls within the category of 
underdeveloped areas?). One may prefer to use the 
term “‘underdeveloped national economies” and it is 
this meaning which is given to the term under- 
developed areas in this article. 

Besides these economic-technical criteria others of a 
social and cultural nature are sometimes used, for 
instance the “‘static”’ social structure of the areas in 
question, i.e. the rigid pattern of relations which 
bind together the members of the small, isolated, 
mostly agricultural communities, which form the 
greatest part of the population in the under-developed 
countries; the strict social control which leaves little 


1) Calorie content can be considered as a measure for the 
quantity of a diet, Requirements estimates take into account 
environmental temperature, body weights and the distribut- 
ion by age afd sex of a population. For particulars see: Report 
of the Committee on Calorie Requirements, FAO, Rome, June 
1950. Figures of table 1 borrowed from: FAO: Second world 
food survey, Rome, November 1952 pp. 12/13: ,,1t must be 
emphasized that the figures for individual countries, estimated 
by these methods, may not correspond closely with those 
reached by national authorities with fuller experience of the 
national food situation. The purpose of national figures in the 
table is to illustrate the broad aspects of the world food situat- 
ion.” The figures are averages. There may be parts of the 
populations which are undernourished and others which are 
overfed. 


opportunity for personal initiative; the subjection 
of women; the more or less authoritarian form of 
government; the illiteracy of the population and 
many more such phenomena. Although these 
phenomena are found in most of the underdevel- 
oped areas, they are less useful as criteria, either 
because they are difficult to measure exactly or 
because they do not sufficiently exclude moral 
judgments. 

Mr A. Sauvy, who discussed this subject in one of his 
recent publications*), mentions demographic criteria: 
e.g. a high mortality (especially a high infant mor- 
tality) and a high fertility. Indeed these phenomena 
can in the present phase of the history of human 
civilisation, be regarded as symptoms of a country’s 
level of economic development. They are not, 
however, essential. The first symptom, moreover, is 
not consistent: in some underdeveloped areas 
remarkable reductions in mortality have been achie- 
ved by the organisation of public health and other 
medical measures, without any marked improvement 
in the level of nutrition and without changes in 
social structure. And as for the second symptom: 
fertility in some underdeveloped areas — for 
instance great parts of the Belgium Congo — is 
decidedly low. 


The significance of the demographic factor in the under- 
developed areas. 


Nevertheless within the framework of the problem 
under discussion, one is obliged to pay attention to 
the demographic phenomena, because they play an 
important role in the assessment of the possibilities 
for development of the underdeveloped areas. 
Moreover they give to the problem its typical 
dynamic character and make it the political problem 
it is today because the size of the population is one 
of the elements of political power. For the under- 
developed countries find themselves at the beginning 
of a period of unprecedented population increase. 
In the countries in question this has brought about 
an excessive pressure of population on the natural 
resources, as currently utilized. This combination of a 
rapid growth of the population and a weak national 
economy forms the crucial problem in every scheme that is 
planned for the development of these countries. 

Most demographers agree on the future development 
of the population in the countries in question. With 
the exception of a few areas of Central Africa and 
Oceania, it is expected that an increase, which can 


*) According to the U.N.O. Demografic Yearbook 1949— 
1950, in 1940 of the economically active male population in 
Mexico about 70% were employed in agriculture, in U.S.A. 
only 22%. In Mexico there is nowadays, according to U.N.O. 
experts a deficiency of calorie supplies of about 18%, in 
U.S.A. a surplus of about 19%. With those figures the state 
of development of these countries is sufficiently characterized, 
3) Sauvy, A. Théorie générale de la population, tome 1. Economie 
et population, Paris 1952, pp. 241/242. 
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best be described as a “demographic explosion”, 
will occur in the population of the underdeveloped 
countries in the next few decades. In the first place, 
as we have remarked above, this will be caused by a 
sharp decline in mortality, as a consequence of the 
rapid spread of modern medical practices, which 
have met considerably less opposition than was 
otiginally expected. “Mortality can be quickly 
reduced from the high rates characteristic of most 
Asian countries without any substantial modification 
of the social structure, at least in the initial stages. 
Political stability and a minimum effort to control 
epidemics bring down death rates with remarkable 
speed. The armentorium of health — sanitation, 
vaccines, sulpha components, antibiotics — has now 
become so simple and inexpensive in application that 
drastic cuts in death rates are possible under any 
programme of development)”. 

If the countries, which are technically and economi- 
cally more advanced, understand their duty aright, 
such a development can be achieved in all under- 
developed areas. This process has by no means 
begun in every such area: in some districts of 
Central Africa, for instance, it is not yet to be seen, 
while in other parts of the world, for example 
Puerto Rico, under American control, mortality has 
fallen to below 10°/y and is now lower than that 
of some Western countries. The fall in the mortality 
figures in Ceylon during the last ten years is espe- 
cially striking. The figures decreased from about 
22% in 1945 to about 12°%/ in 1951, a result that 
is chiefly due to the use of D.D.T. in combatting 
malaria. 

The fall in the death rate in the underdeveloped 
countries is seldom followed by a corresponding 
change in the level of fertility. This is due to the fact 
that fertility is mainly the result of sociological and 
cultural factors and as long as no change has taken 
place in the spiritual values of a community or in its 
social structure fertility cannot be expected to fall 
rapidly below the level on which it was before the 
fall in mortality began to make its appearance. The 
latter apparently can take place without such changes. 
Certainly it is true that in some underdeveloped 
regions tendencies can be noticed which would lead 
one to expect a fall in fertility in those regions, 
namely, where urbanisation and industrialisation have 
begun to occur, but these developments only come 
about slowly and up till now they have had little 
effect. Demographic experts consider it even possible 
that fertility will rise a little in some areas in the 
immediate future. Kingsley Davis, for instance, 
shows the significance for India of a possible 
disappearance of the custom which forbids widows 


4) United Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East (ECAFE) “Needed Demographic Research for 
Economic and Social Development in Asia”. Population 
Conference Rome 1954. 13/231 Meeting 26. 
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to remarry°). Also a rise in the age at marriage for 
women could lead to an increase in the birth rate. 
The present average in large groups of the popula- 
tion is about 14 years and marriages which take 
place, biologically speaking, at too early an age can 
result in sterility and the early death of the youthful 
mothers. In Ceylon the spectacular drop in the death 
rate as a result of D.D.T. against malaria has been 
accompanied by an almost equally spectacular rise 
in the birth rate®). 

The following table, taken from a paper of Mr S. W. 
Anderson submitted to the Population Conference 
of 1954, shows that already in a number of under- 
developed countries fairly low death rates are 
accompanied by high birth rates, which result in 
high rates of natural population increase. 


Table 2. Birth rates, death rates and rates of increase 


Annual rates p. tooo of the population 
Country : ; 
births deaths | increase 
(1) (2) @) (4) 
Guatemala 
(47-51) st 22 29 
Puerto Rico 
(47-51) 40 II 29 
Venezuela(47-5 1) 41 12 29 
Brazil (50-52) 48 20 28 
Mexico (47-51) 45 a7 28 
Ceylon (47-52) 40 13 27 
Egypt (47-50) 43 20 23 


Eypotheses with regard to future population increase 


High fertility combined with a fall in mortality and 
the relatively youthful age structure of the population 
will result in a very high population increase in most 
of the underdeveloped countries in the next few 
decades. Estimates as to this have been made by the 
Population Division of the U.N.O.’). For this 
purpose the experts of this organisation, in consultat- 
ion and collaboration with other agencies interested 
in this problem, have divided the world into a 
number of regions and have then proceeded to 
classify them into five types according to the phase 
of demographic development of the population at 
the present time. In doing so, they assume that in the 
near future the underdeveloped countries will pass 
through the demographic cycle of a high mortality 
combined with high fertility to a low mortality 
combined with low fertility. For example, Central 
Africa is at the beginning of this cycle, Western 
Europe at the end. A careful analysis makes it 
possible then to draw up for each of the five types of 


5) Davis, K., The population of India and Pakistan, Princetown 
1951. Gourou, P., L’ Asie, Paris 1953, p. 431 —436. 

6) R. Raja Indra. “Fertility trends in Ceylon”. Population 
Conference Rome 1954. 13/172 meeting 8. 

7) Population Division of the United Nations, “Framework 
for future population estimates, 1950—1980, by the world 
regions’’. Population Conference Rome. 1954, 13/126 meeting 14. 


regions (and for a few districts which it is difficult to 
classify) “high”. and “low” assumptions of the 
future rate of population increase. The “high” and 
“low” results are intended to provide some reasonable 
limits of factual future population growth. 

Between these two limits of future population 
growth a third — medium — has been introduced, 
which according to the writers of the report, lies in a 
region where “one guess is as good as another’’, but 
which, as the reader will notice (see table 3) has led 
to results which lie neatly half way between the 
results of the “high” and the “low” assumptions. 
These medium results offer the safest basis for those 


who have to deal with the social and economic 
problems of the underdeveloped areas, because the 
greatest possible deviation of the factual future from 
the estimated future population increase, will thus 
be reduced to a minimum, and amount to exactly the 
half of the difference between the high and the low 
results. In any other hypothesis a greater deviation is 
possible, either downwards or upwards. 

In order to give the reader an idea of the differences, 
we give side by side in table 3 the results of the 
advance calculations for each continent made by the 
U.N.O. and based on each of the three assumptions. 
In this article we shall use the results of the medium 


Table 3. Population in 1980 by continents (estimated according to three assumptions of United Nations Population 


Division) (absolute figures in millions) 


Population 1980 Pop. 1980 compared with pop. 1950 
Continent nop: 2 Manta talis 

£950 high medium low high medium low 

ass. ass. ass. ass. ass. ass. 

a @) G) @) 6) @ @) @) 
Africa 198 327 289 255 165 - 146 129 
America 330 577 535 487 175 162 148 
UNStae) 1.320 2227 Z-O0T 1.816 169 152 138 
Europe’) 593 840 776 20 142 131 122 
Oceania . 13 19 18 16 148 135 124 
World total 2.454 3.990 3.628 3.295 163 148 134 

Increase World total . 1.536 1.174 841 


Table 4. Population in 1980 by major world regions according to medium assumption (absolute figures in thousands) 


8) Without northern part. 


®) Included northern part of Asia. 
10) to0/30 X [log nat. P (1980) — log nat. P (1950)]. 


Pop. Pop. Population increase 
i 1950 1980 absolute relative mean annual 
BeeIOn x x x 1950 rate 1) 

1000 1000 Koa ee oe 0 

@) (2) G) (4) (5) (6) 

Northern Africa . 43.014. 71.344 28.330 166 1.69 
Middle Africa . 141.351 190.510 49.159 135 1.00 
~ Southern Africa 13.911 27.045 13.134 194 2.2% 
Northern America . ; 167.976 223.074 55.098 133 0.95 
Middle America mainland — 34.562 74.856 40.294 217 2.58 
Middle America Antilles 16.453 30.493 14.040 185 2.05 
Tropical South America 84.324 165.993 81.669 197 2.26 
Temperate South America 26.791 40.419 13.628 151 L377 
Southwest Asia 61.680 99.138 37.458 161 1.59 
Central South Asia . 464.178 735.758 271.580 159 ailes4. 
Southeast Asia mainland 72.907 121.597 48.690 167 Roe 
Southeast Asia Islands 97-942 161.108 63.166 164 1.65 
East Asia mainland . 539.809 765.645 225.836 142 via 
East Asia Japan and Ryukyu Isl. 83.817 127.514 43.697 152 1.39 
Eutoper.. . Hikes 592.605 776.431 183.826 131 0.90 
Australia and N. Zealand . 10.232 13.847 3.615 135 1.00 
Pactiicislands 7a.) 2.766 3.728 962 135 1.00 
Northern Europe 18.755 23.183 4.448 124 0.72 
Western Europe . . 61.015 74.349 13.334 122 0.66 
Western Europe (isl.) 53.742 62.325 8.583 116 0.49 
West-Central Europe . 81.146 97-455 16.309 120 0.61 
East-Central Europe 46.477 61.026 14.549 132 0.92 
Iberian Peninsula 36.303 44.109 7.806 122 0.66 
Apenine Peninsula. . . 46.979 56.149 9.170 120 0.61 
Balkan Peninsula ..... 48.208 67.418 19.210 140 1.12 
es SR. 200.000 290.417 90.417 145 1.24 
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FIGURE I 


POPULATION INCREASE BY WORLD REGIONS 1950-1980 - 
BASED ON THE PROJECTIONS OF THE UN. POPULATION DIVISION 
(MEDIUM ASSUMPTION ) 


@ 10000000 


e 1000000 


WITHIN THE DIFFERENT REGIONS THE | 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE POPULATION | 

SLe |] INCREASE DOES NOT PRETEND 

t | COMPLETE EXACTNESS si! = 


L’accroissement absolu de la population entre 1950 et 1980, par régions mondiales, bas! sur les projections démographiques de la ,,U. N. Population Division” 
Die absolute Bevélkerungszunahme zwischen 1950 und 1980, in verschiedenen Teilen der Welt, auf Grund der Bevélkerungsprognose der U. N. Population Division 


assumptions. Whatever the degree of exactitude of 
the advance calculations may be, they indicate 
accurately enough for our purpose the general trend 
of the future population increase in the different parts 
of the world. 

According to the “thigh” assumption the population 
of the earth between 1950 and 1980 will show an 
increase of 1536 million persons, which means an 
average increase of about 50 million persons annually. 
According to the low assumptions this increase will 
amount to 841 million or 28 million per annum. We 
shall, however, use the results of the medium 
assumptions, which show an increase of 1174 million 
during the period of thirty years, i.e. nearly 40 million 
per annum. These extra millions of persons, which 
the earth will have to feed in 1980 will be equal to 
almost half the number which now inhabit the earth. 
Even the low figures mentioned above ate great 
enough to cause one seriously to wonder whether 
the organizing powers of mankind are sufficient to 
assimilate this increase in so short an interval of time. 
A closer examination of the table will emphasize the 
unequal distribution of the increase over the different 
parts of the world. (At this stage it should be men- 
tioned that the influence of migration has been 
neglected in the above population projections.) 
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Europe has to deal with the lowest increase, America 
with the highest. The differences appear to be even 
sharper if one studies the projections for the major 
world regions separately. 


On studying the figures in column (4), then it is 
apparent that the greatest absolute increase can be © 
expected in the Asian countries. (See also figure I). 
There the increase will amount to almost 60% of the 
total increase, calculated according to the medium 
assumptions. The greatest relative rate of growth 
can be found in most countries of Latin America and 
in South Africa (figure II). In four of the regions the 
future annual increase will amount to an average of 
more than 2°. In these districts the population will 
double itself in a period of about thirty years. In 
comparison the North American continent shows 
only a moderate growth of less than 1° per annum. 
In most parts of Europe the rate of growth will be 
considerably less. The underdeveloped countries will 
have to absorb the most rapid as well as the highest 
population increase. It is self-evident that the plans 
for economic development will be heavily burdened 
thereby. 


Planning the development of the underdeveloped areas. 
Even the summary treatment of the hundreds of 


FIGURE II 


MEAN ANNUAL RATE OF POPULATION INCREASE BY WORLD REGIONS, 1950-1980 
ACCORDING TO UN POPULATION DIVISION (MEDIUM ASSUMPTION ) 


L’accroissement moyen annuel de la population entre 1950 et 1980 par régions mondiales, d’aprés la U. N. Population Division. 
Die durchschnittliche, jahrliche Bevélkerungszunahme zwischen 1950 und 1980 in verschiedenen Teilen der Welt, gemiss den Angaben der U. N. Population Division. 


problems facing the planners of these developmental 

schemes is beyond the scope of this article. We can 

indicate only briefly a few of the most important. The 
constant aim of these plans is: 

a, the rise in the agriculture production both by an 
increase in the total production, in the yield per 
acre, and by an increase in the labour productivity. 

b. the creation of a more balanced economic 
structure. 

There is a danger of over-estimating the possibilities 

of raising agricultural production by means of an 

extension of arable land. Most underdeveloped 
countries and especially those in Asia have only 
small reserves of such land. Areas which are not yet 
in use for agriculture are not always suitable for 
agriculture, either because the soil is infertile, or 
because the climate is not favourable for agriculture 
(the two are often connected). Generally it is possible 
to bring such land into production only after 
catrying out extensive and relatively expensive 
technical operations. In Eastern and Southern Asia, 
where pressure of population on land resources is 
generally most severe, it is estimated that more than 

136 million acres (55 million ha.) of unused land may 

eventually be used for agriculture. But these potential 

resources do not appear to be very great in relation 


to the existing cultivated area of about 741 million 
actes (300 million ha.)"), Although the resources in 
South America are much greater than those in Asia, 
they should not be over-estimated. Recently we have 
seen striking examples of over-optimistic estimates 
of the technical (and social) possibilities of increasing 
production in underdeveloped countries. The 
failure of the East African Groundnut Scheme for 
example is partly due to a misjudgment of the 
suitability of the territory chosen. For the same 
reason South America has witnessed an almost 
endless series of unsuccessful attempts at colonisation 
on a large scale. This does not alter the fact of course 
that in drawing up developmental programmes the 
possibilities of extending the agricultural acreage 
will have to be reviewed first of all. Where suitable 
ateas ate available attempts to develop them will 
take priority. Achievements in this field have not yet 
become significant. 

In some of the more densely populated under- 


11) Second World Food Survey 1952, p. 28. There is need of 
a major study of world agricultural resources and_ their 
potential productivity if adequately developed. Now, one 
depends on often very divergent and roughly made estimates. 
Detailed proposals for such a study will be placed before the 
Council of FAO shortly. See Report of the Council FAO 20th 
session, Sept. 1954 p. 33. 
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FIGURE III 


AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IN SELECTED 
COUNTRIES OF THE FAR EAST 
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Source: Agriculture in Asia and the Far East, FAO. October 'S3 Part II p.50. 


La production agricole dans quelques pays de |’Extréme Orient 

a) production agricole totale; 1934-38 = 100 

b) production alimentaire par téte; 1934-38 = 100 

Die landwirtschaftliche Produktion in einigen Lindern des Weiten Ostens 

a) landwirtschaftliche Gesamtproduktion; 1934-38 = 100 

b) die Produktion der Nahrungsmittel pro Kopf der Bevélkerung; 1934-38 = 100 


developed countries, one may entertain higher hopes 
of success from the attempts to increase the agricult- 
ural returns from the area already under cultivation. 
All the means, both technical and economic, by 
which the Western countries have increased their 
agricultural production during the last three quarters 
of a century, can also be applied to the under- 
developed countries: control of animal and plant 
diseases; cultivation of better varieties; the use of 
better tools, of manures and fertilisers, improvement 
of the soil by drainage or irrigation, the substitution 
of mechanical power for animal power which could 
result in the increase of animal products and for the 
same reason better feeding and housing of the cattle. 
Improvements are also possible in the financial and 
economic fields; organizing credit facilities, land 
reform, fixation of rent, provision of security of 
tenure to the tenant, organisation of marketing, 
storage facilities, improvements in communication 
and transportation etc. An impressive programme 
certainly, that will not be without results. 

At the same time one should not be over-optimistic 
over the effect of such technical and social improve- 
ments. There are regions where modern western 
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agricultural methods, contrary to the expectations of 
the experts have proved impracticable. ““Replacement 
of the natural methods of random and mixed cropping 
by regular cultivation even with contour ploughing 
and other soil conservation practices, had not 
prevented but increased soil erosion’’”). Irrigation 
in atid regions does not always produce entirely 
favourable results. Low-lying farms in such irrigation 
areas often experience trouble from excess water. 
Sometimes the higher farms are rendered infertile by 
salt brought to the surface as a result of capillary 
action. 

With the help of FAO agricultural projects for a 
number of the underdeveloped countries have been 
drawn up and put into execution and these should 
result in a maximum increase of output in a minimum 
of time!*). Figure IIIb, taken from one of the reports 
mentioned below, shows clearly how the present 
high population growth in almost every country 
mentioned here, is consuming the results of the in- 
crease of agricultural output.) It is expected that the 
total production — including some raw material and 
export crops — will increase in the next few years 
(the lines in figure IIIa show an upward trend) but 
the production per head will hardly rise at all (see 
figure IIIb) and even in the second half of the present 
decade in most cases will not reach the pre-war level, 
which itself was inadequate. The Indian experts 
estimate that in the next 20 years the maximum 
increase of agricultural production resulting from 
an extension of the area used for agriculture and the 
raising of the yield of areas already under cultivation 
will be about 1/3 of the present yield. This may be 
too pessimistic and the possibilities greatly under- 
estimated. But even on the hypothesis of an agri- 
cultural production increase of twice the official 
estimates, there is no reason for optimism for the 
future, when one takes into account the state of 
malnutrition existing in India today, and the future 
rapid growth of the population. Jn a very short time 
the Indian agriculture must feed more people better. 


12) Beckett, W. H., ““The development of Peasant Agriculture’’. 
Approaches to Community Development. A symposium intro- 
duction to problems and methods of village welfare in under- 
developed areas. Ed. by Ruopp. P. The Hague — Bandung, 
1953, Pp. 133. aoe : 
18) FAO, Prospects for agricultural development in Latin America. 
Rome, July 1953. Agriculture in Asia and the Far East. Rome 
Oct. 1953; Agriculture in the Near East. Rome. Nov. 1953. 
14) “The condition of the war and immediate postwar years 
led to a rapid deterioration and all the efforts since have suf- 
ficed only to keep pace with the population increase. During 
the period 1948-50 food production per caput on the basis of 
official statistics is estimated (for India) by FAO at 82 per 
cent of the prewar level. Food supplies per person remain - 
even with large net imports - up to 10 per cent lower than 
before the war. and over the last four the five years they 
have fluctuated around this level. As the Queen remarked in 
Alice in Wonderland: “It takes all the running you can do to 
keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere else, 
you must tun at least twice as fast’. Norris E. Dodd in 
Agriculture in Asia and the Far East, part Ul, page 111. 


The shortage of calories in the nutrition of the Indians 
is at present estimated at nearly 25% (See table 1). 
An increase in production by 60% instead of the 
official estimated 30%, implies an agricultural 
production with a calorie value of 1.60 x 0.75, that 
is 1.20 times the amount necessary to feed the 
present population. There is therefore only a small 
margin left for future population growth. Round 
1950 the population of India totalled some 350 
million persons. At the very most — according to 
our undoubtedly optimistic estimate — India could 
reasonably hope to feed 1.2 X 350 = 420 millions. 
If the present rate of growth continues this popula- 
tion figure will have been passed by 1965. It would 
then have to be assumed that this phenomenal increase 
of agricultural production could take place in India 
in the period of 15 years. It would be impossible to 
demonstrate more clearly the gravity of the situation 
in which the Indian people finds itself. If it appears 
impossible to carry out this programme — and 
considering the social and economic implications this 
seems almost certain — it will not be possible to 
improve the standard of nutrition in the event of a 
continued population growth. 

As a tule more efficient production in agriculture 
will only be possible where accompanied by a 
decrease in the density of the agrarian population. 
In those parts of the underdeveloped areas where 
there are no possibilities of extending the acreage 
under crop or where these possibilities are relatively 
small — which is the situation in most Asian countries 
— the surplus population must change their 
occupation. Industrialisation of the national economy 
* must therefore synchronise with the development of 
agriculture. One of the tasks of the new industry will 
be to support the technical development of agricul- 
tute by the production of agricultural implements, of 
fertilizers, of the means of transport and so forth. 


The generation of capital 


Economic and technical development implies the 
steadily increasing use of technical appliances on a 
ever wider scale. Normally these must be obtained 
out of savings on consumption. Furthermore new 
dwellings are necessary, schools, hospitals, public 
utility services and so on. This indispensible genera- 
tion of capital is one of the problems facing the 
planners of developmental schemes: how, in a 
national economy where too little is produced even 
to feed, clothe and house the population adequately, 
can enough be saved to set in motion the economic 
process of generation of capital, from which technical 
development derives. And again it is the amazingly 
rapid population growth which makes this whole 
problem so highly complicated. It is estimated that 
with a population growth in the underdeveloped 
ateas of 1.5 °% per annum about 6% of the national 
income would have to be saved in order to be able 


to maintain the national income per head at the 
present level. In order to increase the national 
prosperity considerably more must be put aside. 
Before and after the second world war, capital 
generation in India — and this country can well serve 
as an example of the situation in many other countries 
— has never risen above 5 or 6%. For India that is 
just enough to keep pace with the present population 
growth. For most of the other underdeveloped 
countries it will be insufficient to compensate for the 
population growth expected in the next decades 
(see table 4). One can form an idea of the rates of 
growth there recorded, if one considers that in Great 
Britain, for example, in its most dynamic period of 
economic development (1800—1850) which coincided 
with the period of its most rapid population growth, 
the average rate of population increase was about 
1.3% per annum, a rate which will probably be 
greatly exceded by most of the underdeveloped 
countries in the next thirty years. The corresponding 
figure for the whole of Europe, considered over long 
periods, has never amounted to more than 1%. When 
the demographic revolution began, the economic 
and technical development of most European 
countries was considerably more advanced than is the 
case in the underdeveloped countries today. 
Moreover, Europe’s increasing prosperity was partly 
obtained at the cost of the prosperity of the colonial 
peoples. It is true that the U.S.A. have known, under 
the influence of immigration, long periods with even 
higher rates of increase (up to 3°% per annum) than 
ate now expected for the underdeveloped countries, 
and yet production increased even more rapidly than 
the phenomenal increase in population. But at that 
time the U.S.A., so richly endowed by nature, was 
very thinly populated and there were long periods 
when large amounts of capital were imported. 
Moreover many of the immigrants brought with 
them their knowledge and skills from Europe. 

Transfer of capital in the form of loans or gifts on 
the part of the economically well-developed countries, 
provided it takes place on a sufficiently large scale, 
could set in motion the process of economic develop- 
ment in the underdeveloped’ countries. Indeed, 
what could be more obvious than that the peoples 
of the West, who find themselves in an economically 
favourable position, should come to the help of the 
less fortunate peoples, by putting aside a part of 
their own still rising incomes for investment in the 
underdeveloped countries? Such investments 
should be made firstly with a view to giving these 
countries a better balanced economic structure, 
in order to taise labour productivity and to 
raise the standard of living. This aim occupies an 
important place in the last report of the O.E.E.C. 
(Organisation for European Economic Co-operation) 
dealing with the overseas territories under European 
administration. The new investment must not be 
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aimed at export mining and export agriculture, but 
at those industries, which produce capital goods in 
the first place and at projects, which, when completed, 
would enable increased investments in other 
industries to take place, for example the setting up 
of power plants, extension of transport facilities etc. 
So far the extent of the economic and technical help 
from the Western countries has remained far below 
the minimum necessary for the success of such a 
scheme of development. The West is only hesitantly 
ptepared to offer help on a modest scale and the 
underdeveloped countries are not by any means all 
of them willing to accept this help. The total 
amounts involved in this form of support, although 
impressive, ate only a fraction of what the economi- 
cally developed countries are spending on their 
defence. The Economic Commission of the U.N.O. 
mentioned earlier in this paper, which is concerned 
with the Asian countries and the Far East, has 
estimated that the capital needed for investment in 
these countries (China and Japan excepted) amounts 
to 5 milliard dollars in the next 5 to 7 years. From 
their own consumption the countries in question 
save 2 million dollars per annum, so that foreign 
investments amounting to about three milliard 
dollars during a few years only would be sufficient 
to set in motion their stagnant national economies. 
The opposition which this assistance encounters is 
chiefly of a political and psychological nature. 
Private investments with an altruistic motive cannot 
be expected: private persons do not wish to run the 
risk entailed in investing in underdeveloped coun- 
tries, especially in those countries which have re- 
cently gained their freedom and where the political 
situation is far from stable. Even the underdeveloped 
territories under European control seldom attract 
private capital other than that which comes from the 
administrating country itself. There are psychological 
objections to bi-lateral agreements: the under- 
developed countries fear the perpetuation of the 
former colonial economic relations. Moreover, 
conditions of a political and military nature are too 
often attached to offers of financial assistance. If a 
policy of capital transfer is to be successful, then it 
must be pursued entirely without the imposition of 
such conditions. The Catholic point of view on this 
subject has been many times stated in recent years. 
Alas! The European countries where Catholics could 
exert a decisive influence on international economic 
and political policies are among the poorest. Without 
exception they also have to struggle with severe 
problems in their economic development (Italy, 
Spain, Portugal, Ireland). That the Catholic countries 
of Latin America do not come into consideration 
goes without saying: they are themselves in need of 
capital import. 

The only possible way out of the impasse is now to 
be sought in the formation of international funds. It 


230 


will take a good many years before this can be 
arranged and attain a sufficient size. The possibility 
exists that the help will arrive too late. 


Migration 


The prospects for emigration as a mean of relieving 
the economic population pressure are extremely 
unfavourable. The Anglo-Saxon countries which can 
be considered for the absorption of a large number 
of emigrants have closed their frontiers for non- 
white immigrants. Neither can Africa be considered 
for large scale immigration of Asians in spite of the 
ressources at its disposal, for these are small and in 
any case must be developed for the benefit of the 
rapidly increasing African peoples. The South- 
American countries, which have at their disposal the 
largest natural resources, will themselves have to 
absorb with their week national economies an 
unprecedentedly rapid population increase. So long 
as no satisfactory solution to this problem has been 
found (and in many of these countries the generation 
of capital presents difficulties) emigration of Asians 
to South-America on a large scale cannot be conside- 
red. 

For some of the smaller underdeveloped areas 
internal migration will perhaps show a way out of 
the difficulties. The outlook for emigration on a 
large scale is, however, poor. 


Population policy 


The rapid population growth places such a heavy 
burden on plans for economic development, that 
in recent years increasingly more voices are heard — 
both among the experts of the international organi- 
sations, as well as among individual scientific 
research workers — which argue for the introduction 
of a restrictive population policy. “Alongside the 
attempt to increase all forms of production, the more 
densely populated Asian countries should also 
formulate appropriate population policies”, is the opi- 
nion of the earlier mentioned Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East. Mr W. S. Anderson is of 
the opinion “that the population increase in prospect 
for the underdeveloped countries sets up such a 
strong current against which the forces of develop- 
ment, especially that of capital formation, must 
swim, as to call into question the realism of the 
projected development itself"). Pierre Gourou, who 
deals at length with the problem of overpopulation 
in the Asian countries, sees for India no other way 
out of the difficulties"). 

A decrease in fertility would not only reduce the 
number of mouths to be fed, it would also create a 
mote favourable ratio between the productive and 


15) Anderson, S. W., “Population Growth and Capital 
Requirements in underdeveloped countries”. Population 
Conference Rome 1954, 13/369/24. 

18) Gourou, BP. Ase. Parise ro53e 
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the non-productive parts of the population. 
Moreover, a smaller child population increases the 
possibilities of a more intensive education and 
training for a trade or profession of which there 
exists an equally great need in the underdeveloped 
countries. 

The theories have not gone untried. In several 
countries measures have been taken to achieve the 
desired result. Japan, a country which — based on its 
economic structure — can scarcely be regarded as an 
underdeveloped country — has set an example in this 
respect which is disturbing. In developing its birth 
restriction policy, Japan has resorted to an expedient 
which was used extensively in that country in former 
centuries, namely induced abortion, which was 
legalised in 1948. The Eugenic and Protection Law 
legalised artificial interruption of pregnancy in cases 
where the health of the mother is threatened not 
only by continuation of pregnancy or delivery, but 
also by repeated pregnancies at short intervals. 
In fact abortions are induced for economic and social 
reasons. For the application of this practice only a 
vety simple procedure is prescribed by law. The 
spread of abortion is therefore enormous. The 
number of legal abortions for the year 1952 was 
estimated at 800.000; the number of non-registered 
abortions for that year at 200.000 to 300.000. 
Moreover the Japanese government with the co- 
operation of the press is making propaganda on a 
large scale urging the use of contraceptives. This 
propaganda is prepared and supported by scientific 
research carried out by the National Institute of 
Public Health, with a view to discovering the 
reactions of the public and to analysing their 
attitude. This propaganda has had an unexpected 
success. Large families as such, apparently play no 
great role in the Japanese system of values. “To all 
of us it has been really a surprise to see how much 
interest and co-operation many housewives have 
in regard to voluntary planning of family size’, 
writes the Director of the National Institute in a 
report on this subject. 

The legislature of Puerto Rico legalised contracep- 
tion including sterilisation for health purposes in 
1937. At the present time 76 Public Health Units and 
an equal number of sub-units disseminate information 
on birth control and distribute contraceptives among 
the population. The largely Roman Catholic 
population shows obvious interest in this informa- 
tion. According to Mr Stycos"’) the rejection of the 
use of contraceptives seldom occurs as a result of 
religious conviction but nearly always on quite 
different grounds, for instance that these practices 


™%) Stycos, J. M., (with R. Mill) “The prospects of birth 
control in Puerto Rico”. Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, Jan. 1953, and the papers of this 
author, published at the Population Conference Rome 1954. 


are found unaesthetic, that the husband would lose 
his authority over his wife through their application; 
that they would encourage the infidelity of the wife 
and for other such reasons. Sterilization is spreading 
rapidly). 

From inquiries made by Mr J. M. Stycos among 3000 
persons it appeared that 53°% of these questioned 
had practiced one form or another of birth control at 
some time during their married life and that 37%% 
were doing so at the time of the inquiry. A third of 
the sample have used or are using mechanical or 
chemical methods, a fifth have used or are using 
“natural” methods and a fifth are sterilised. Stycos 
has broadened his inquiry to include the social and 
psychological factors which determine the attitude 
towards the problem of fertility. The purpose of 
such investigations is to encourage the use of 
contraceptives. 

The government of India also shows a great interest 
in the problem of birth control. In 1951 they invited 
Mr A. Stone, vice-president of the Planned Parent- 
hood Federation of America, to advise them in 
drawing up a programma for family planning. With 
the co-operation of U.N.O. two pilot-investigations 
were then carried out to discover the possibilities of 
applying the method of periodical abstinence. The 
opinion of the investigators is that the experiment 
was sufficiently successful to justify extending the 
investigations. The chief obstacle to the application 
of this method in the underdeveloped countries lies 
in the illiteracy of the population, who are not 
accustomed to use a calendar. The birth-control 
movement is strongly supported by the Indian daily 
press and it is remarkable how easily the idea of 
practising methods of birth control is being accepted. 
For example Miss Shakuntala Paranjpye says in her 
report submitted to the First All-India Conference 
on Family-planning (held at Bombay 1951) “‘It has 
been my experience that most people, regardless of 
their social status are willing and grateful to receive 
advice in spacing and limiting their families. If you 
can talk their language, it does not take long to make 


18) “Sterilisation is being accepted by the Puerto Rican 
women as their way out of the poverty and misery which 
accompanies ovet-population because they know about that 
method. According to the most recent study of Dr Stycos, 
in collaboration with Dr R. Mill, 90.5% of all Puerto Rican 
women knew about sterilisation. Even that figure may be low. 
Since the Puerto Rican culture tends to be prudish about sex, 
birth control is associated with the obscene and the tabooed 
and is not freely discussed. Sterilisation, on the other hand, 
seems to have few overtones. It is referred to as “La 
Operacion”, a completely neutral phrase, and is discussed 
readily and without embarrassment’’. Cook, C. R., “‘Puerto 
Rico’s new look”’. Population Bulletin. Washington, April, 1955. 
,,Doctors, in a position to judge, estimate that in the past 
few yeats 60% of all women who are delivered in hospitals 
request that sterilisation follows the birth. Some 3000 to 
4000 women ate sterilised annually and this solution is 
gaining wider acceptance daily. Among the lower-income 
groups, sterilisation is the second most popular method”, Dr 
Clarence Senior, quoted by Cook in Population Bulletin. 
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them realise the benefits of planned parenthood’”’), 
A survey carried out by the U.N. Office for Populat- 
ion Studies in New Dehli, showed that 60% of the 
town dwellers and 40°% of the rural dwellers inter- 
viewed, took a positive interest in the limitation of 
births. Similar results have been found by other 
investigators. 

Family planning has been adopted as an integral 
part of the government sponsored “community 
development” projects which are at present being 
carried out in some regions of India. Mr Stone is 
now experimenting with a simplified application of 
the “rythm method” in India, Pakistan, Ceylon, 
Formosa and Japan. However, we are asking: how 
ate these peoples brought in contact with birth 
regulation, by propaganda or by education? 

It appears then that the idea of assisting the economic 
development of the least developed countries by 
means of a population policy is wide-spread, and 
that a policy of that sort is already being practised 
in some countries. Also the idea of family planning 
finds less opposition from the population of some of 
these countries than was originally supposed would 
be the case. 

The Catholic scientific world has good reason to 
occupy itself seriously with this phenomenon. One 
cannot disregard the fact that practices of birth 
control which are morally inadmissable, have 
rapidly spread in one country and are in process of 
penetrating into others. Nor on the other hand, can 
the obstacle to economic development inherent in 
the explosive population growth be ignored. Some 
authors avoid the problem by pointing out that 
fertility will adapt itself to an increasing industriali- 
sation and urbanisation. They may not always 
understand how this adaptation takes place, e.g. 
amongst the migrant workers it is often the result of 
what the German demographers have so concisely 
called: ,,Entmischung der Geschlechter”’, that is the 
phenomenon that part of the male population leave 
their families behind on the land and migrate for a 
time or for always to the towns. Quite often wide- 
spread prostitution develops in these towns and the 
decrease in fertility is then achieved at the expense of 
an increase in immorality. Moreover a secondary 
decrease is caused by rapidly spreading venerable 
disease, which results in temporary or lasting 
sterility. Again in the large oriental cities there is 
evidence of a spread in the use of contraceptives and 
an increase in the numbers of induced abortions. 
Undoubtedly there are many other causes for the 
decrease of fertility in these towns, for instance the 
sharp rise in the age at marriage of women as well 
as better education etc. However in view of the other 
factors mentioned above it seems inadvisable to wait 


19) Quoted by Mr Derek T. Healy. “The problem of 
population growth”. International Labour Review Vol. LX1X 
no. I, Jan. 1954. 
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for automatic adaptation of fertility to take place. 


The problem of the admissability of a population 
policy in those underdeveloped regions where the 
pressure of population is great, is at present under 
discussion. The Louvain professor and moral 
theologican Mag. L. Janssens, deals with it in the 
Netherlands Catholic review “Streven’’®°), where he 
says: “It is a fact that the tremendous growth of the 
population weighs heavily on such countries as 
Japan and demands in India and China for instance, 
a vigorous and rapid development of the national 
economy, in order to supply merely the most 
elementary needs, to say nothing of raising the 
standard of living. Economic reasons could be put 
forward of birth regulation, which in itself is not 
contrary to the moral order. But how?” Janssens is 
referring here to a passage in the Allocution to 
the Midwives delivered by His Holiness Pope 
Pius XII on October 29th, 1951, which deals with a 
method of birth regulation, which as it is not 
dependent upon use of contraceptives, can be 
reconciled with God’s Law, viz. periodic abstinence. 
After pointing out the duty of married persons to 
contribute to the continuation of the human race 
His Holiness the Pope says: 

“People can be relieved from this positive obligation, 
over a considerable length of time and even for the 
whole duration of marriage, if there are strong 
reasons, which are sometimes found in the «indica- 
zione» medical, eugenetical, economic and social’’*). 
In an address to the “Fronte della Famiglia” of 
Nov. z9th 1951 the Holy Father amplified the 
foregoing. He pointed out that the Church with due 
sympathy and compassion takes into consideration 
the real difficulties of married life to-day and then 
went on to say: “We therefore confirmed in our 
last address about conjugal morality the legality of 
the regulation of births, fixing at the same time the 
limits — and indeed very wide limits — for it. This 
regulation of births, in contrast with the usual 
concept of birth control, is compatible with the law 
of God. It can even be hoped that medical science 
will succeed in giving to this permissable method a 
sufficiently safe basis and the most recent information 
seems to confirm this hope. The Church of course 
leaves this aspect to medical science’”*). 


20) Janssens, L., “Moraal en Wereldbevolking”. Streven 
1953/54, P. 242. 

1) L’Osservatore Romano, 29/30 Ottobre 1951, pag. 3: ,,Da 
quella prestazione positiva obbligatoria possono esimere, 
anche per lungo tempo, anzi per l’intera durata del matri- 
monio, seri motivi, come quelli che si hanno non di rado 
nella cosidetta ,,indicazione’”’ medica, eugenica, economica e 
sociales;: | 

22) L’Osservatore Romano, 29 Nov. 1951: ,,D’altra parte, la 
Chiesa sa considerare con simpatia e comprensione le reali 
difficolta della vita matrimoniale ai nostri giorni. Percid nell’ 
ultima Nostra allocuzione sulla morale coniugale abbiamo 
affermato la legittimita e al tempo stesso i limiti - in verita 
ben larghi - di una regolazione della prole, la quale, contra- 


Catholic ethics, in the situation under discussion, 
are not opposed to the State in the pursuance of a 
population policy. In pursuing a population policy, 
however, the State must not propose a system which 
prescribes for individual application but must 
confine itself to collective and indirect measures”). 
In a case of serious demographic instability the 
State’s first duty is to create those conditions, which 
will promote economic development. If this purpose 
is not achieved the State may take such social and 
cultural measures as will lead to an adaptation of 
natality and nuptiality, always providing that it 
respects the moral order and does not infringe the 
rights of each individual. 


The employment of economic means intended for 
the relief of pressure of population will consist in 
part of the introduction of new production, distri- 
bution and consumption forms, which will inevitable 
bring a change in the social structure of the commu- 
nity in question. A process of social change — 
characterised by a quick tempo and by the irregular 
variations in social structure and in geographical 
distribution of the population, as well as by the 
concurrent and contiguous existence of old and new 
economic forms and by the enforced meeting of 
socially and culturally widely differing ways of life 
— will inevitable lead to the desintegration of the 
traditional system of values of large groups of the 
people. This desintegration can in its turn lead to the 
loss of traditional norms and to deep seated conflicts 
of the conscience for those groups, who are involved 
in two systems of values (the old and the new). 
Experience shows that this process can take place in 


tiamente al cosidetto ,,controllo delle nascite’’, é compatibile 
con la legge di Dio. Si pud anzi sperare (ma in tale materia 
la Chiesa lascia naturalmente il giudizio alla scienza medica) 
che questa riesca a dare a quel metodo lecito una base suffi- 
cientemente sicuta, e le pit recenti informazioni sembrano 
confermare una tale speranza’’. 

23) A formulation taken from the resolutions formed at a 
colloquium held on 17th May, 1953 by the Society for political 
and social studies at Louvain. This opinion is shared by the 
Reverend Pére de Lestapis S.J. in his contribution at the 
Population Conference Rome 1954: “Conditions psychologi- 
ques de l’abondance dans les populations 4 fort potentiel 
d’accroissement démographique”. No. 13/216/Séance No. 
28. 


such a way that it results in religious and moral 
desintegration of large parts of society. To find a 
social balance, guaranteeing the spiritual and material 
well-being of the peoples in the underdeveloped 
countries, is a task for the achievement of which the 
cteative power of the social sciences is a prime 
necessity. 

Having regard to the gravity of the economic and 

demographic situation in a number of the under- 

developed countries and the demoralising measures of 
the population policies, which the governments 
responsible propose to introduce as a result thereof, 
it is a duty of Catholic research to devote its attention 

wholly to the problem discussed above. May a 

Christian policy disregard the support of the 

positive social and psychological sciences if a non- 

Christian policy — a policy often diametrically op- 

posed to the laws of God — is making intensive 

use of such scientific research ? 

Proceeding from the hypothesis described in the 

above introduction the Catholic Institute for Social- 

Ecclesiastical Research offers the following questions: 

1. What social, economic and cultural means can be 
employed to ensure that during the development 
of the economically and technically under- 
developed areas the changes in the social 
structure, which will inevitably occur, will not 
result in religious and moral desintegration, but 
that the communities in question will be guided 
towards a social structure satisfying the require- 
ments of complete human well-being ? 

2. Assuming that the population increase in these 
ateas will be so rapid as to cast grave doubts on 
the efficiency of the means suggested as a solution 
for 1 above, how can the population growth 
itself be influenced to the extent necessary to 
guarantee the effectiveness of these means ? 


May these questions and the answering of them, 
which many world renowned experts will attempt, 
contribute towards stimulating the interest of 
Catholics in and their feeling of responsibility 
towards the population problem. And may the 
scientifically substantiated solutions which they 
offer be profitably used by the national and inter- 
national bodies concerned in this field. 


Etude sociologique sur l’évo- 
lution des catholiques 
américains 


pat Pabbé Fr. Hourarr 
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Résumés - Zusammenfassungen 


Les catholiques aux Etats-Unis se trouvent localisés principalement dans les grandes villes. Le 
recensement religieux de 1936 indiquait que seulement 19,04 % des catholiques étaient situés 
dans des zones rurales. (Cfr figure no. 1) La question posée dans cet article est la suivante: que 
sont devenus les catholiques dans le milieu urbain améticain? 

La nation américaine est constituée dans sa plus grande partie d’immigrants européens. Du point 
de vue catholique nous voyons que ces immigrants ont une grande place. (Cfr figure no. 3): Les 
irlandais ont été parmi les premiers groupes catholiques 4 s’installer aux Etats-Unis. Ils arrivérent 
a partir des années 1840, 1850. Ils donnérent le ton au catholicisme américain, parce que parlant 
Panglais ils n’étaient pas aussi étrangers au nouveau continent que la plupart des autres immigrants 
et aussi parce qu’ils ont donné un grand nombre de vocations. Les a//emands atrivérent massivement 
entre 1830 et 1850. Des le début de leur installation la prédominance irlandaise parmi la hiérarchie 
catholique créa des difficultés. Les polonais sont plus récents, mais dans certaines villes ils atteignent 
une proportion tres importante. Les éta/iens commencérent 4 atriver en masse au tournant du 
siécle. On estime que cinq millions d’entre eux se sont installés sur le continent nord-américain 
entre 1820 et 1940. D’autres groupes encore ont amené un contingent important de catholiques. 
Actuellement les mexicains et les porto-ricains continuent 4 entrer aux Etats-Unis. 

Les statistiques officielles catholiques donnent un total de 30.425.015 catholiques pour année 1952, 
Cest-a-dire un peu plus de 19 % de la population totale. En fait le nombre des baptisés dans 
PEglise catholique est certainement beaucoup plus élevé. De méme si tous les inmigrants étaient 
testés catholiques, et avaient transmis la foi a leurs descendants, il ne fait pas de doute que le 
chiffre donné de la population catholique des Etats-Unis devrait étre augmenté de beaucoup. 
La caractéristique principale des émigrants arrivant aux Etats-Unis fut leur établissement en groupe. 
Ces groupes avaient une trés forte organisation sociale, devant se défendre contre le milieu qu’ils 
abordaient. Cela leur permit cependant de lutter avec plus de succés que dans les villes européennes 
contre ’impersonnalité ‘de la vie urbaine et de constituer certaines communautés locales trés fortes. 
Des paroisses nationales ont été érigées dés l’arrivée des immigrants. Ce fut adaptation de l’ Eglise 
a ce phénoméne sociologique. Les caractéristiques de la paroisse nationale étaient de répondre 
comme institution religieuse 4 une communauté déja existante. Cette communauté étant assez 
fermée possédait un contrdéle religieux et social trés important sur ses membres. Son rdle dépassait 
dailleurs de loin une fonction purement religieuse et s’exercait également sur la vie culturelle, 
éducative, récréative, entr’aide mutuelle etc. .. 

L’inconvénient des paroisses nationales fut de garder les catholiques fort enfermés dans leurs 
différents groupes pendant trés longtemps. Le religion catholique fut considérée comme une 
religion de minorité. Par ailleurs grace au contrdle social exercé dans le groupe, la pratique religieuse 
et la foi des populations ouvriéres furent gardées dans une proportion de beaucoup supérieure a 
celle des populations européennes, ou 4 Vheure actuelle des populations sud-américaines. 
Actuellement une évolution se fait sentir. La population des centres des villes quitte ces quartiers 
pour s’installer dans les faubourgs. D’autre patt depuis 1930 Pémigration européenne est termineée. 
Une assimilation de plus en plus rapide des populations d’origine européenne a lieu. Ceci est vrai 
notamment pour le groupe catholique. Dans le milieu urbain américain la montée dans lordre 
social est liée avec le changement de quartier. Les personnes assimilées et cela signifie dans la 
plupart des cas les personnes de seconde ou de troisi¢me génération, quittent les quartiers d’éta- 
blissement des immigrants, ot se trouvent les paroisses nationales, pour s’installer dans les faubourgs 
des villes ot les paroisses sont absentes et ot ils échappent aussi au contrdle du groupe. Cette 
évolution normale demande des solutions nouvelles de la part de PEglise. La plupart des 
immigrants, étant pauvres s’étaient installés dans les quartiers industriels (cfr. no. 9). Actuelle- 
ment ils évoluent et s’assimilent. (Cfr. carte no. 10). Ce sont précisément les quartiers ou la popu- 
lation catholique est encore actuellement la plus forte, qui évoluent le plus rapidement. (Cfr. les 
cartes no. 11 et no. 12). 

L’assimilation parmi les catholiques a pour effet également leur montée dans ordre économique et 
social. Cela permet a l’Eglise actuellement une grande expansion matérielle. D’autre part la nécessité 
de faire admettre le religion catholique comme un fait vraiment américain, en raison de certains 
préjugés anticatholiques encore traditionnels, pousse parfois les catholiques 4 exagérer dans 
Vaméricanisation de la religion. Cela se traduit par établissement de structures extérieures tres 
puissantes et la perte inconsciente des valeurs invisibles. 

Dans les grandes villes les structures de l’Eglise n’évoluent pas dans la méme mesure que le fait 
sociologique de l’assimilation des populations d’immigrants. L’exemple de Chicago est typique a cet 
effet. (Cfr. Les graphiques no. 13 et no. 14). Alors que la population des immigrants s’assimile, le 
nombre des paroisses nationales, créées pour cette premiére génération d’immigrants continue a 
étre A peu prés le méme. Ce fait a des conséquences assez graves dans l’ordre pastoral, car ces 
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paroisses n’ayant pas de territoire, finissent par chevaucher avec les paroisses territoriales et des 
questions de responsabilité pastorale sont en jeu. Certaines paroisses nationales essayent d’ailleurs 
parfois de retenir artificiellement leur paroissiens qui déménagent. 

Les conversions aux Etats-Unis sont relativement localisées, soit dans les quartiers noirs, soit dans 
les paroisses ordinaires parmi les personnes ayant fait un mariage mixte, soit encore dans certaines 
parties du Sud. 

On ne peut pas dire que ensemble des catholiques américains soit animé d’un grand zéle de prosé- 
lytisme. (Cfr. graphique no. 16). Le nombre des conversions ne compense certainement pas le 
nombre des pertes. Celles-ci n’ont pas lieu tellement au profit des protestants, qu’au profit de la 
masse des américains indifférents ou pratiquement n’ayant aucune religion. 

Dans l’avenir un probléme assez grave se pose au Catholicisme américain. Etant pour 80% urbain, 
et le taux des naissances dans les villes ne permettant pas A la population urbaine de se reproduire, 
il se trouve devant un probléme trés particulier. Jusqu’au environ de 1930 le Catholicisme a été 
alimenté constamment par l’arrivée de nouveau immigrants européens. Actuellement c’est chose 
ptatiquement terminée. Seuls les mexicains et les porto-ricains continuent 4 immigrer aux Etats- 
Unis, mais ils représentent, tant du point de vue numérique que du point de vue vitalité chrétienne, 
un apport relativement faible pour l’Eglise des Etats-Unis. La population rurale qui alimente 
actuellement les villes américaines est quasi en totalisé protestante. 

D/’autre part l’évolution des villes telle que nous la connaissons actuellement, influe également sur 
la vie paroissiale, aussi bien dans les paroisses nationales en provoquant leur désintégration, que 
dans la vie méme des paroisses urbaines. On peut dire que c’est maintenant que le plein effet de 
Vurbanisation joue sur les catholiques américains (cfr. no. 18 et 19). l’Eglise aux Etats-Unis est 
cependant beaucoup mieux équipée pour rencontrer ce problame, que ne le fut l’Eglise en Europe 
au début de la grande urbanisation. 

Quatre champs d’apostolat se présentent tout particuliérement au Catholicisme des Etats-Unis: 
1° La paroisse urbaine. Les patoisses nationales doivent étre adaptées 4 la nouvelle situation sociolo- 
gique des catholiques américains. Cela ne pourra pas se faire sans des études sociologiques et un 
plan d’ensemble. 

Par ailleurs ’apostolat dans les paroisses urbaines demande a étre organisé, non seulement pour 
répondre 4 la demande, mais aussi en vue d’une action missionnaire. Cela exige une meilleure 
comptéhension de la vie urbaine, et un effort particulier du clergé paroissial. 2° Les campagnes. Un 
grand nombre d’américains des campagnes vivent dans un paganisme de fait. I] existe par conséquent 
un champ d’apostolat ouvert 4 ?Eglise. Déja la ,,Catholic Rural Life Conference’’, travaille dans 
ce sens. 3° Les noirs. La proportion des noirs catholiques n’a pratiquement pas augmenté depuis 
la guerre civile. Actuellement les noirs s’installent en grand nombre dans les villes du Nord et du 
Middle-west (cfr. no. 20). Une occasion extraordinaire de les convertir est offerte 4 l’Eglise .4° Les 
milieux de vie. L’évolution de la société avec la constitution de grands milieux de vie fonctionnels: 
travail, loisirs, éducation, etc. . . et de structures et d’institutions sociales, demande une pastorale 
adaptée a la christianisation de ceux-ci. Seule une action de laics responsables dans leurs divers 
milieux de vie et formés chrétiennement 4 cet effet, pourra donner une solution 4 ce probléme. 
Dans aucun de ces quatre champs d’action on ne peut dire qu’un effort systématique a été accompli 
jusqu’ici par ’Eglise aux Etats-Unis. II existe cependant des groupes et des personnalités déja fort 
éveillées et en action dans les quatre domaines. 


Die Katholiken in den Vereinigten Staaten sind vor allem in den grossen Stadten ansidssig. Die 
religidse Volkszahlung von 1936 gab an, dass nur 19,4% der Katholiken auf die landlichen Gebiete 
entfallen. (Cf. Abbildung no. 1). Die Frage, die in diesem Artikel gestellt wird, lautet folgender- 
massen: Was ist aus den Katholiken in der stadtischen amerikanischen Umwelt geworden ? 

Die ametrikanische Nation ist zum gréssten Teil aus europaischen Einwanderern zusammengesetzt. 
Vom katholischen Standpunkt aus betrachtet, sehen wir, dass diese Einwanderer einen grossen 
Raum einnehmen. (Cf. Abbildung no. 3). Die /r/ander waren unter den ersten katholischen Gruppen, 
die sich in den Vereinigten Staaten niederliessen. Yon 1840, 1850 an kamen sie an. Sie gaben den 
Ton an im amerikanischen Katholizismus. Denn, da sie englisch sprachen, waren sie in dem neuen 
Kontinent nicht so fremd wie die meisten anderen Einwanderer und brachten eine grosse Zahl 
von religidsen Berufen hervor. Die Deutschen kamen in grosser Zahl zwischen 1830 und 1850. 
Schon seit Beginn ihrer Ansiedlung. brachte die irlandische Vormachtsstellung Schwierigkeiten 
in der katholischen Hierarchie hervor. Die Po/en kamen erst in jiingerer Zeit, aber in bestimmten 
Staidten erreichen sie einen seht beachtlichen Prozentsatz. Die Italiener kamen in grossen Massen 
um die Jahrhundertwende. Man schitzt, dass sich 5 Millionen von ihnen zwischen 1820 und 1940 
auf dem amerikanischen Kontinent niedergelassen haben. Auch noch andere Gruppen haben ein 
betrichtliches Kontingent von Katholiken herbeigefiihrt. Im Augenblick sind es die Mexikaner 
und die Portorikaner, die unaufhérlich in die Vereinigten Staaten einwandern. Die offiziellen 
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katholischen Statistiken geben fiir das Jahr 1952 eine Gesamtsumme von 30.425.015 Katholiken 
an, d.h. ein wenig mehr als 19% der Gesamtbevélkerung. Tatsachlich ist die Zahl derjenigen, die 
in der katholischen Kirche getauft worden sind, viel héher. Ebenso unterliegt es keinem Zweifel, 
dass die Zahl der katholischen Bevélkerung in den Vereinigten Staaten um Vieles héher wire, 
wenn alle Einwanderer katholisch geblieben waren und den Glauben ihren Nachkommen iiber- 
liefert hatten. 

Das Hauptmerkmal der Auswanderer, die in die Vereinigten Staaten kamen, war, dass sie sich in 
Gruppen niederliessen. Diese Gruppen besassen eine sehr ausgepragte gesellschaftliche Organisation, 
da sie sich gegen die Umgebung verteidigen mussten. Dies erlaubte ihnen indessen mit mehr 
Erfolg gegen die Unpers6nlichkeit des stadtischen Lebens anzukampfen, als das in den europdischen 
Stadten der Fall war, und gewisse sehr kraftige, Grtliche Gemeinschaften zu bilden. Gleich seit 
Beginn der Ankunft der EKinwanderer wurden nationale Pfarreien errichtet. Es vollzog sich hier 
eine Anpassung der Kirche an dieses soziologische Phanomen. Die Eigentiimlichkeit der National-: 
Pfarrei bestand darin, als religidse Institution einer schon bestehenden Gemeinschaft Rechnung 
zu tragen. Da diese Gemeinschaft ziemlich fest gefiigt war, besass sie eine sehr bedeutende religidse 
und soziale Kontrolle iiber ihre Mitglieder. Ihre Rolle ging iibrigens weit uber ihre rein religidse 
Funktion hinaus und erstreckte sich in gleicher Weise auf das kulturelle Leben, auf die Erziehung, 
die Freizeit, die gegenseitige Hilfe usw. 

Der Nachteil der National-Pfarreien bestand darin, dass sie die Katholiken lange in ihren vetr- 
schiedenen Gruppen stark isoliert hielten. Die katholische Religion wurde als eine Minderheits- 
religion betrachtet. Allerdings wurden, dank der sozialen Kontrolle, die in der Gruppe ausgeiibt 
wutde, die teligidse Praxis und der Glaube der Arbeiterbevélkerung in viel héherem Masse 
erhalten als in Europa oder heutzutage in Siidamerika. 

Zur Zeit macht sich eine Entwicklung bemerkbar. Die Bevélkerung der Stadtzentren verlasst 
diese Viertel, um sich in den Vororten niederzulassen. Andererseits ist seit 1930 die europdische 
Auswanderung zu Ende. Eine immer schnellere Assimilierung der urspriinglich europdischen 
Bevoélkerung vollzieht sich. Das gilt besonders fiir die katholische Gruppe. In dem stadtisch- 
amerikanischen Lebenskreis ist der soziale Aufstieg mit einem Wechsel des Wohnviertels ver- 
bunden. Die Personen, die sich assimilieren — und das sind meist Personen der zweiten und dritten 
Generation — verlassen die Wohnviertel der Einwanderer, in denen sich die National-Pfarreien 
befinden, um sich in den Vororten der Stadte niederzulassen, wo diese Pfarreien fehlen, und wo sie 
der Kontrolle ihrer Gruppe entgehen. Diese normale Entwicklung verlangt von der Kirche neue 
Lésungen. Da die meisten Einwanderer arm waren, hatten sie sich in den Industrievierteln nieder- 
gelassen (Cf. Abbildung no. 9). Zur Zeit sind sie im Aufstieg begriffen und assimilieren sich. 
(Cf. Abbildung no. 10). Gerade die Viertel, in denen die Katholiken noch am starksten vertreten 
sind, sind am meisten im Aufbruch begriffen (Cf. Abbildung no. 11 und 12). Die Assimilation bei 
den Katholiken bewirkt in gleicher Weise ihren wirtschaftlichen und sozialen Aufstieg. Das. 
erlaubt der Kirche zur Zeit eine materielle Grossziigigkeit. Andererseits verleitet die Notwendig- 
keit, die katholische Religion als eine echt amerikanische Angelegenheit zur Geltung zu bringen, 
oft die’ Katholiken, in Anbetracht antikatholischer herkGmmlicher Vorurteile, dazu, an der 
Amerikanisierung der Religion Gefallen zu finden. Das wirkt sich aus in der Errichtung von 
ausserlich eindrucksvollen Einrichtungen und dem unbewussten Verlust unsichtbarer Werte. 

In den grossen Stadten entwickeln sich die kirchlichen Einrichtungen nicht in demselben Masse 
wie die soziologische Tatsache der Assimilierung der Auswandererbevélkerung. Das Beispiel 
Chikagos ist typisch in dieser Beziehung. (Cf. die Abbildungen no. 13 und 14). Wahrend die 
Auswandererbevélkerung sich assimiliert, bleibt die Zahl der National-Pfarreien, die fiir jene erste 
Generation der Auswanderer geschaffen wurde etwa die gleiche. Diese Tatsache hat ziemlich 
schwerwiegende Folgen in seelsorgerlicher Hinsicht. Denn da diese Pfarreien keine eigenen 
Bezirke haben, iiberschneiden sie sich schliesslich mit den Gebietspfarreien, und es erhebt sich die 
Frage nach der seelsorgerlichen Zustindigkeit. Manche National-Pfarreien versuchen manchmal 
sogar, ihre Pfarrkinder, die umziehen, zuritickzuhalten. 

Die Ubertritte in den Vereinigten Staaten sind verhaltnismassig lokalisiert sowohl in den Neger- 
vierteln wie in den gewdhnlichen Pfarreien bei den Personen, die eine Mischehe eingegangen 
sind, wie in gewissen Gebieten des Siidens. 

Man kann nicht behaupten, dass die katholischen Amerikaner als Ganzes von einem grossen 
Bekehrungscifer beseelt sind (Cf. Abbildung no. 16). Sicherlich gleicht die Zahl der Ubertritte 
die Zahl der Verluste nicht aus. Die letzteren treten auf nicht so sehr zu Gunsten der Protestanten 
als vielmehr zu Gunsten der Masse jener Amerikaner, die indifferent sind oder praktisch keine 
Religion haben. 

Fiir die Zukunft stellt sich fiir den amerikanischen Katholizismus ein ziemlich schwerwiegendes 
Problem. Da er zu 80% stidtisch ist, und da die Geburtenziffer in den Stidten es der stadtischen 
Bevoélkerung nicht erlaubt, sich durch Fortpflanzung zu erhalten, befindet er sich vor einem sehr 
merkwiirdigen Problem. Bis etwa 1930 hat sich der Ka holizismus bestaéndig durch die Ankunft 
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neuer europdischer Einwanderer am Leben erhalten. Gegenwartig ist dies praktisch nicht mehr 
der Fall. Allein die Mexikaner und die Portorikaner wandern weiterhin in die Vereinigten Staaten 
ein. Aber sowohl ihrer Zahl wie ihrer christlichen Lebendigkeit nach stellen sie einen verhiltnis- 
massig schwachen Zuwachs fiir die Kirche der Vereinigten Staaten dar. Die Landbevélkerung, 
die zur Zeit die amerikanischen Stidte am Leben erhilt, ist fast ganz protestantisch. 

Andererseits hat die Entwicklung der Stadte, wie wir sie zur Zeit kennen, in gleicher Weise 
Binfluss auf das Pfarrleben sowohl in den National-Pfarreien, wo diese Entwicklung ihre Auflésung 
hervorruft, als auch gerade auf das Leben der Stadtpfarreien. Man kann sagen, dass sich jetzt erst 
die Urbanisation bei den amerikanischen Katholiken auswirkt. (Cfr. Abbildungen no. 18 und 19). 
Indessen ist die Kirche in den Vereinigten Staaten viel besser geriistet, um diesem Problem zu 
begegnen, als es die Kirche in Europa zu Beginn der grossen Urbanisation war. 

Im besonderem bieten sich dem Katholizismus in den Vereinigten Staaten 4 Apostolatsgebiete 
dar: 1. Die Stadtpfarrei. Die National-Pfarreien haben sich der neuen soziologischen Lage der 
amerikanischen Katholiken anzupassen. Das wird aber ohne soziologische Studien und einen 
Gesamtplan nicht méglich sein. Weiter braucht das Apostolat in den Stadtpfarreien eine Organisation, 
nicht nut um den Anforderungen zu geniigen sondern auch zwecks der missionarischen Tatigkeit. 
Das erfordert aber ein besseres Verstandnis fiir das staidtische Leben, und eine besondere Anstren- 
gung der Pfarreigeistlichkeit. 2. Das Land. Eine grosse Zahl der Amerikaner, die auf dem Lande 
wohnen, leben faktisch im Heidentum. Es gibt deshalb ein Feld apostolischer Betatigung, das der 
Kirche offen steht. Die ,,Catholic Rural Life Conference arbeitet schon in dieser Richtung. 3. Die 
Neger. Der Anteil der schwarzen Katholiken hat seit dem Biirgerkrieg praktisch nicht zugenommen. 
Gegenwéartig lassen sich die Neger in grosser Zahl in den Stadten des Nordens und des Mittleren 
Westens nieder. (Cfr. Abbildung no. 20). Eine ausserordentliche Gelegenheit fiir ihre Bekehrung 
bietet sich der-Kirche dar. 4. Die Lebenskreise. Die Entwicklung der Gesellschaft mit der Bildung 
grosser funktioneller Lebenskreise: Arbeit, Freizeit, Erziehung usw. und sozialer Werke und 
Hinrichtungen erfordern eine Seelsorge, die auf die Verchristlichung dieser Gebiete zugeschnitten 
ist. Nur eine Betatigung von Laien, die in ihren verschiedenen Lebenskreisen tatig sind und fir 
diesen Zweck christlich geformt werden, kann diese Aufgabe lésen. 

Man kann nicht sagen, dass auf einem einzigen dieser vier Betétigungsfelder von der Kirche der 
Vereinigten Staaten bis jetzt eine systematische Anstrengung unternommen worden ist. Doch gibt 
es Gtuppen und Pers6nlichkeiten, die auf diesen vier Gebieten schon sehr wach und tatig sind. 


En 1956, a Poccasion de son dixiéme anniversaire, l’Institut Catholique de Recherches Socio- 
ecclésiales 4 la Haye organisera un concours international sur le probleme urgent de Paccroissement 
de la population mondiale. Ci-aprés suivent les questions que pose le concours::. 


1. Quels moyens d’ordre social, économique et culturel pourront étre appliqués, 
pour que la transformation de la structure sociale des régions Economiquement et 
techniquement sous-développées, qui accompagnera inévitablement leur dévelop- 
pement, ne soit -suivie d’une desintégration morale et religieuse, mais que leur 
vie sociale soit orientée vers une structure sociale répondant au bien-étre 
humain total ? 


2. En supposant que l’accroissement de population de ces régions soit si rapide, 
qu'il ne permettra qu’une application douteuse des mesures envisagées sous le 
no. 1, comment le développement démographique lui-méme pourrait-il étre 
influencé au point de rendre possible Pexécution de ces mesures ? 

Les solutions proposées doivent étre justifiées d’un point de vue catholique et en 
méme temps efficaces d’un point de vue scientifique. 


En présentant ce concours, le Prof. Zeegers, Directeur de l'Institut mentionné dépeint dans cet 
article l’origine du concours, qui est simultanément l’histoire de ?’évolution et du développement 
de l'Institut lui-méme. Aprés avoir décrit le but et la tache de l'Institut, aux niveaux national et 
international, l’auteur souligne le développement international de l'Institut. D’origine néerlandaise, 
cet Institut a été forcé bientot d’étendre son activité loin au dela des frontic¢res des Pays-Bas. 

Ilya trois caractéristiques que l'Institut considére comme essentielles pour l’efficacité des recherches 
sociales: (1) la caractéristique énstitutionnelle en raison de la formation dune équipe et de'l’appareil 
technique; (2) la caractéristique internationale en raison de la cohésion internationale des problemes 
sociaux et ecclésiastiques et (3) celle de la centralisation du travail en raison de application économique 
des forces disponibles et en raison de la représentation vers l’extérieur. 

En Europe, l’intérét scientifique de l'Institut a été absorbé d’abord par le probleme des réfugiés 
et par celui des catholiques dans la ,,diaspora’’. Ces problémes l’ont mis en relation avec l’Allemagne 
et avec la révolution de la structure sociale en Autriche. Mais le probléme des Missions et surtout 
celui de l’accroissement de la population (avec lequel la migration est li¢e) contraignirent l'Institut 
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de se rendre au dela de l'Europe et de s’occuper des problemes mondiaux. Les catholiques étant en 
arri¢re, comparés aux autres, dans leur contribution, tant scientifique que pratique, 4 la solution 
du probleme démographique, l'Institut s’attend a ce qu’en organisant ce concours il soit possible 
d’activer leur intérét. 
Dans la seconde partie de la présentation du concours l’auteur donne la définition de la notion 
, régions sous-développées”’. Il la définit en appliquant des critéres techniques et économiques, en 
excluant toute appréciation morale ou culturelle. 
Bien que les facteurs démographiques ne soient pas essentiels pour la définition des régions sous- 
développées, le développement économique et technique de la plupart de ces régions est considé- 
rablement compliqué et entravé par l’accroissement de la population. C’est pourquoi, afin d’éviter 
au concours des discussions inutiles sur les différentes hypothéses concernant l’accroissement futur 
de la population, auteur a mis en avant dans cet article les projections démographiques (1954), 
calculées par la Division de la Population des Nations Unies (voir les figures I en I; table 4). 
Sur la base de ces projections démographiques, l’auteur décrit les projets de développement pour 
les régions sous-développées tant sur le terrain de l’agriculture que sur celui d’une structure sociale 
plus équilibrée, réalisable par Vindustrialisation. Néanmoins il n’est pas permis de surestimer les 
possibilités d’un développement agricole dans plusieurs régions, les réserves de terres exploitables 
ayant considérablement diminué. L’augmentation de la production, tant dans son ensemble que par 
ha de sol cultivé et par ’augmentation de la productivité du travail, a plus de chance de réalisation. 
Néanmoins la sous-alimentation, combinée avec l’accroissement rapide de la population dans 
plusieurs régions du monde ne permettent pas des prévisions optimistes. 
Un des aspects les plus importants des régions sous-développées est la capitalisation, qui s’impose 
pour toutes sortes de mesures. C’est cette capitalisation aussi qui est mise en danger par l’accroisse- 
ment rapide de la population. Il a été calculé qu’un accroissement de la population de 1,5% par 
an comporte la nécessité d’épargner + 6% du revenu national afin de maintenir ce dernier au 
méme niveau. Cette capitalisation ne sera pas suffisamment réalisable sans l’assistance des régions 
plus-développées. Mais jusqu’a présent, cette assistance a été absolument insuffisante. L’auteur 
éclaircit les raisons de ce phénomene et indique en outre les difficultés de la migration des popula- 
tions de couleur. 
C’est pour toutes les raisons mentionnées, que pendant les derniéres années on a prété un grand 
intérét au probleme de la politique d’une restriction de la population. On a pris des mesures 
pratiques visant a la restriction de la natalité dans un nombre considérable de pays. L’auteur donne 
les exemples de Japon, de Puerto-Rico et des Indes. 
Les catholiques ne peuvent pas négliger ces phénomenes. L’évolution ne peut pas non plus étre 
abandonnée a une adaptation automatique sous Vinfluence de Vindustrialisation et ’urbanisation. 
Sur la base de quelques citations (e.a. une citation de Sa Sainteté le Pape), auteur indique que les 
catholiques s’occupent intensivement du probléme de la restriction de Vaccroissement de la 
population, mais que jusqu’a présent on n’a pas su résoudre la question de savoir comment cette 
restriction pourrait et devrait étre faite. C’est ainsi que cet article conduit automatiquement et 
logiquement aux questions qui ont été posées au concours international mentionné ci-dessus. 
* 


Anlasslich seines zehnjahrigen Bestehens im Jahre 1956 veranstaltet das Katholische Institut fiir 
Kirchliche Sozialforschung in den Haag ein internationales Preisausschreiben, das die Bevélke- 
rungsfrage der wirtschaftlich-unterentwickelten Lander zum Gegenstand hat. Das in dem Preis- 
ausschreiben gestellte Problem lautet wie folgt: 


1. Welche sozialen, wirtschaftlichen und kulturellen Massnahmen kénnen ange- 
wandt werden, um sicherzustellen dass, waihrend der Entwicklung der wirt- 
schaftlich und technisch unterentwickelten Gebiete, die unvermeidlich eintretenden 
Veranderungen in der sozialen Struktur nicht in einer religidsen und moralischen 
Desintegration enden, sondern dass die in Frage stehenden Gemeinschaften zu 
einer sozialen Struktur hingefiihrt werden, die den Erfordernissen vollstandigen 
menschlichen Wohles geniigt. 


2. Wie kann, unter der Annahme, dass die Bevélkerungszunahme in diesen Gebieten 
derart schnell sein wird, dass grosse Zweifel an der Wirksamkeit der zur Losung 
von 1 oben vorgeschlagenen Massnahmen entstehen, das Bevélkerungswachstum 
selbst in dem erforderlichen Mass beeinflusst werden, um die Wirksamkeit dieser 
Massnahmen zu garantieren. 

Die fir obengenannte Probleme vorgeschlagenen Lésungen miissen mit den 
Anforderungen katholischer Grundsatze iibereinstimmen und gleichzeitig von 
einem positiven wissenschaftlichen Gesichtspunkt aus wirkungsvoll sein. 


In einer ausfiihrlichen Erlauterung des Preisausschreibens gibt Prof. Zeegers, Direktor des oben- 
genannten Institutes, in diesem Aufsatz eine Auseinandersetzung beziiglich der Entstehungs- 
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geschichte des Preisausschreibens, welche gleichzeitig eine Entwicklungsgeschichte des Institutes 
darstellt. Nach einer Erlauterung des Zieles und der Aufgabe des Institutes, sowohl auf nationaler 
wie auch auf internationaler Ebene, hehandelt der Autor die internationale Entwicklung des 


» Institutes. 


Obwohl urspriinglich aus niederlandischen Verhiltnissen gewachsen, sah das Institut sich bald 
gezwungen seine Aktivitat iiber die niederlandischen Grenzen hinweg auszudehnen. Das Institut 
betrachtet drei Merkmale als wesentlich fiir die Wirksamkeit der Sozialforschung: (1). den institutio- 
nellen Charakter zum Zwecke der ,,team’’-Bildung und des Ausbaus der technischen Apparatur; 
(2). den internationalen Charakter mit Bezug auf die standig wachsende Internationalisierung der 
sozialen und kirchlichen Fragen; (3). die Zentralisierung zam Zwecke des wirtschaftlich effektiven 
Gebrauches der verfiigbaren Krafte und des Auftretens nach aussen. 

In Europa richtete sich das wissenschaftliche Interesse des Institutes zunachst auf das Problem der 
Flichtlinge und im Zusammenhang damit auf die Katholiken in der Diaspora. Diese Fragen 
haben das Institut mit Deutschland und mit der Umwalzung der gesellschaftlichen Struktur in 
Osterreich in Berithrung gebracht. Das Problem der Mission und vor allem das der Bevélkerungs- 
zunahme (womit die Migrationsfrage stark zusammenhingt) veranlasste das Institut jedoch sich 
auch ausserhalb Europas mit Fragen mondialer Natur zu beschaftigen. Im Hinblick darauf dass die 
Katholiken in ihrem Beitrag zur Losung der Bevélkerungsfrage, sowohl wissenschaftlich als auch 
praktisch, im Vergleich zu den Nichtkatholiken zuriickgeblieben sind, hofft das Institut mittels 
dieses Preisausschreibens das aktive Interesse der Katholiken auf diesem Gebiete fordern zu kénnen. 
Im zweiten Teil seiner Erlauterung gibt Prof. Zeegers eine Begrifflsbestimmung der unterentwickel- 
ten Gebiete. Er stellt diese dar anhand fechnischer und wirtschaftlicher Masstabe, dabei jede moralische 
oder kulturelle Beurteilung ausser Betracht lassend. Obwohl die demogtaphischen Faktoren an 
sich fiir die Begriffsbestimmung der unterentwickelten Gebiete nicht wesentlich sind, wird doch 
der wirtschaftliche und technische Aufbau der meisten dieser Gebiete durch den schnellen Bevélke- 
rungszuwachs beeintrachtigt und erschwert. Zur Vermeidung unfruchtbarer Diskussionen tiber 
die verschiedenen hinsichtlich des Bevélkerungszuwachses existierenden Hypothesen wird in 
diesem Aufsatz deshalb die Bevdélkerungsprognose 1954 der U.N. Population Division dem 
Preisausschreiben zugrundegelegt. (Siehe Figur I und II, Tabelle 4). 

Nach dieser Bevélkerungsprognose werden die Aufbaupliane fiir die unterentwickelten Gebiete 
einer Betrachtung unterzogen und zwar sowohl auf dem Gebiete der Landwirtschaft, als auch auf 
dem Gebiete der mittels Industrialisation zu schaffenden mehr ausgeglichenen, wirtschaftlichen 
Struktur. Die Méglichkeiten einer agrarischen Entwicklung in den verschiedenen Gebieten sollen 
aber nicht tiberschatzt werden. Die Bodenreserven sind nicht mehr sehr gross. Ertragserhéhung, 
sei es der Gesamtproduktion, sei es pro Hektar des schon kultivierten Bodens, sei es mittels Erhé- 
hung der Arbeitsproduktivitat, diirfte bessere Ergebnisse erzielen. Die Unterernahrung aber in 
Verbindung mit dem schnellen Bevélkeriingszuwachs in verschiedenen Gebieten der Welt geben 
zu optimistischen Erwartungen keinen Anlass. 

Ein sehr wichtiger Aspekt der Entwicklung dieser Gebiete bildet die Kapitalbildung, welche fiir 
Massnahmen aller Art erforderlich ist. Auch diese Kapitalbildung wird durch den schnellen 
Bevélkerungszuwachs gefahrdet. Man hat berechnet, dass bei einem Bevélkerungszuwachs von 
1.5% pro Jahr ungefahr 6% des Nationaleinkommens erspart werden miissen, wenn in der 
Zukunft das Nationaleinkommen auf gleicher Héhe gehalten werden soll. Ohne Hilfe der mehr- 
entwickelten Gebiete wird diese ‘Kapitalbildung aber nicht in ausreichendem Masse méglich sein. 
Bis jetzt war diese Hilfe durchaus ungeniigend. Die Ursachen davon und ausserdem die Schwierig- 
keiten auf dem Gebiete der Migration farbiger Vélker werden vom Autor erlautert. 

Aus allen diesen Griinden wurde in den letzten Jahren der Frage der Bevélkerungspolitik, in dem 
Sinne einer bewussten Bevélkerungseinschrankung, erhebliches Interesse gewidmet. In verschiede- 
nen Landern wurden praktische Massnahmen zwecks Einschrankung des Bevélkerungszuwachses 
getroffen. Die in diesem Aufsatz erwahnten Beispiele sind Japan, Puerto Rico und Indien. 

Die katholische Welt kan sich dieser Wirklichkeit nicht verschliessen. Ausserdem darf die Ent- 
wicklung nicht der automatischen Anpassung mittels Industrialisation und Urbanisation tiberlassen 
werden. Aus einigen Zitaten (u.a. des Heiligen Vaters) geht hervor, dass die Katholiken sich 
lebhaft fiir das Problem der Einschrankung des Bevélkerungszuwachses interessieren. Nur blieb 
bis jetzt die Frage ungelést, auf welche Weise diese Einschrankung herbeigefiihtt werden soll. 
Somit fiihrt der Aufsatz logischerweise zu dem Preisausschreiben und dessen Formulierung. 


L’Istituto Cattolico di Ricerche Sociali dell’ Aia (Olanda) in occasione del suo decimo anniversario 
nel 1956 bandisce un concorso internazionale sul problema demografico delle regioni economica- 
mente depresse. Il giornale cattolico olandese ,,De Volkskrant” ne offre il premio di 5000 dollari. 
La Casa Editrice ,,Pax” da il suo aiuto per la preparazione e l’esecuzione del concorso. 

Il problema proposto per il concorso é il seguente: 


239 


Concurso Internacional acerca 
del problema demografico de 
las regiones deprimidas 


Concurso Internacional acerca 
dos problemas demogtaficos 
das tregides subdesenvolvidas 


240 


1. Quali mezzi sociali, economici e culturali possono essere adoperati, per evitare 
che, durante lo sviluppo delle regioni economicamente e tecnicamente depresse, 
gli inevitabili cambiamenti nella struttura sociale conducano ad una desintegra- 
zione religiosa e morale, e per condurre le regioni in questione ad una struttura 
sociale corrispondente al benessere umano integrale. 


2. Nel caso che laccrescimento della popolazione in queste regioni fosse cosi 
rapido da far sorgere seri dubi sulla efficienza dei mezzi proposti al n. 1, in quale 
maniera si potrebbe influire sull’accrescimento stesso della popolazione, per 
garantire l’efficacia dei mezzi indicati allo stesso n. 1. 

I mezzi proposti per la soluzione dei problemi devono esser secondo i principi 
della morale catolica e nello stesso tempo efficaci sotto Vaspetto scientifico- 
positivo. 


Informazioni sul concorso si possono avere dall’ Istituto Cattolico di Ricerche Sociali, Paul 
Gabrielstraat 28—30, La Aia, Olanda. 


El Instituto Catdlico de Investigaciones Sociales de La Haya (Holanda) en ocasién de su décimo 
aniversario en el afio 1956 publica un concurso internacional acerca del problema demografico de 
las regiones econdmicamente deprimidas. El periddico catdlico holandés ,,De Volkskrant” ofrece 
el premio de 5000 dolares. La Editorial ,,Pax’’ presta su ayuda para la preparacion y ejecucién del 
concurso. 

El problema propuesto para el concutso es el siguiente: 


1. Qué medios sociales, econdmicos y culturales pueden ser empleados, para evitar 
que, durante el desarrollo de las regiones econdmica y técnicamente deprimidas, 
los inevitables cambios en la estructura social conduzcan a una desintegracioén 
religiosa y moral, y para conducir las regiones en cuestién a una estructura social 
que corresponda al bienestar humano integral ? 


2. En el caso de que el aumento de la poblacién en tales regiones fuese tan rapido 
que suscite serias dudas sobre la eficiencia de los medios propuestos en el numero 
1, de qué manera se podria influir en el aumento mismo de la poblacion, para 
garantizar la eficiencia de los medios indicados en el mismo n. 1? 
Los medios propuestos para la solucién de los problemas deben ser segun los 
ptincipios de la moral catdlica y, al mismo tiempo, eficaces bajo el especto 
cientifico-positivo. 

Informaciones sobre el concutso se pueden obtener en el Instituto Catdlico de Investigaciones 

Sociales, Paul Gabrielstraat 28—30, La Haya, Holanda. 


Ocorrendo em 1956 0 décimo aniversario do Instituto Catdlico de Investigagdes Sociais, de Haia 
(Holanda), esta-se organizando um concutso acérca dos problemas demograficos nas regioes 
subdesenvolvidas. O prémio de 5000 délares sera oferecido pelo diario Catdlico holandés, ,,De 
Volkskrant”, de Amsterdam. A casa editota ,,Pax” de Haia, encarregar-se 4 das despesas de 
pteparacao e administragao. 

As questOes propostas pata o cuncutso sao as seguintes: 


1. Que meios de ordem social, econdmica e cultural podem ser empregados para 
que a transformacio da estrutura social, inevitavelmente ligada ao desenvolvi- 
mento das regides econdmica e técnicamente subdesenvolvidas, nao seja seguida 
duma desintegracao moral e religiosa, mas sim, que a vida social nestas regides 
seja orientada para uma estrutura correspondente ao bem-estar total do homem ? 


2. No caso que 0 aumento da populacao nestas mesmas regides fosse tao rapido de 
maneira a suscitar sérias duvidas sdbre a eficiéncia das medidas propostas no 
ptimeiro nimoro, de que modo entao se poderia influir no proprio aumento 
da populacdo, para assim garantir a eficiéncia das mesmas medidas ? 

As medidas propostas devem ser justificadas segundo o ponto de vista Catdlico e, 
ao mesmo tempo, devem ser eficazes segundo o ponto de vista cientifico-positivo. 


Informagdes sobre 0 concurso podem ser obtidas do Instituto Catdlico de Investigagdes Sociais, 
Paul Gabrielstraat 28—30, Haia, Holanda. 


